
II

(Similar Matter Filed During Previous Session See Senate No. 830

SENATE No. 1087
By Mr. Backman, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1087) of

Jack H. Backman for legislation to regulate eligibility of prisoners for
parole. Social Welfare.

I
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act regulating eligibility of prisoners for parole.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 133, as most recently amended
3 by chapter 184, acts of 1969, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 133. Parole permits may be granted by the parole
6 board subject to its jurisdiction at such times as the board
7 in each case may determine; provided that no prisoner held
8 under a sentence containing a minimum sentence shall receive
9 a parole permit until he shall have served one third of such

10 minimum sentence, but in no event less than one year, or,
11 if he has two or more sentences to be served otherwise than
12 concurrently, one third of the aggregate of the minimum
13 terms of such several sentences, but in any event not less than
14 one year for each such sentence; provided further, however,
15 that upon the written recommendation of the superintendent
16 or the director of the prison camp, and the commissioner of
17 correction and with the majority consent and approval of the

9 18 parole board, such a prisoner shall become eligible for parole
19 consideration, and, with like consent and approval may be
20 given a parole permit before such time.
21 Notwithstanding anything in this section, deductions shall
22 be allowed for blood donations as provided in section 129A;
23 and deductions shall be allowed for time confined in a prison
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24 camp as provided in section 129C, said deductions to reduce
25 the term of imprisonment by computing said additional deduc-
-26 tions and subtracting the same from the minimum term of
27 sentence for release on parole as authorized by this section,
28 or for reducing the term of imprisonment by deduction from
29 the maximum term for which he may be held under his
30 sentence or sentences.

1 Section 2. The provisions of section 133 of chapter 127
2 of the General Laws, as amended by section one of this act,
3 shall apply in the case of any person sentenced prior to the
4 effective date of this act if application of the provisions thereof
5 would have the effect of making him eligible for parole con-
-6 sideration at an earlier date.


