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By Mr. Bulger, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1102) of
Peter H. Levine, M.D., and Neal P. Cortell for legislation to establish in
the state Department of Public Health a program for the care of persons
suffering from hemophilia, providing for an advisory committee in con-
nection therewith, and designating powers and duties in relation thereto
and making an appropriation therefor. Social Welfare.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three

An Act establishing in the state department of health a
PROGRAM FOR THE CARE OF PERSONS SUFFERING FROM HEMOPHILIA,
PROVIDING FOR AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE IN CONNECTION THERE-
WITH, AND DESIGNATING POWERS AND DUTIES IN RELATION THERE-
TO AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION THEREFOR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 1. For purposes of this act “hemophilia” means a bleeding
2 tendency resulting from a genetically determined deficiency of
3 a clotting factor in the blood.
4 2. The State Department of Health hereafter referred to as
5 the department shall establish a program for the care and
6 treatment of persons suffering from hemophilia. This program
7 shall assist persons who require continuing treatment with
8 blood and blood derivatives to avoid crippling, extensive hospi-
9 talization and other effects associated with this critical chronic

10 bleeding condition, but who are unable to pay for the entire
11 cost of such services on a continuing basis despite the exis-

* 12 fence of various types of hospital and medical insurance cov-
-13 erages, medicare, medicaid, and other government assistance
14 programs, and private charitable assistance programs.
15 3. The State Commissioner of Health hereafter referred to
16 as the commissioner, shall appoint a Hemophilia Advisory
17 Committee, hereafter referred to as the committee, to consult
18 with the department in the administration of this act. The
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19 committee shall be composed of 5 persons representing hospi-
-20 tals, the Massachusetts Blood Bank Association, voluntary
21 agencies interested in hemophilia, medical specialists in hemo-
-22 philia patient care and the general public. Each member shall
23 hold office for a term of 4 years and until his successor is ap-
-24 pointed and qualified. The committee shall meet as frequently
25 as the secretary deems necessary, but not less than once each
26 year. The committee members shall receive no compensation f
27 but shall be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in carry-
-28 ing out their duties as members of this committee.
29 4. The department shall;
30 a. With the advice of the committee, develop standards for
31 determining eligibility for care and treatment under this pro-
-32 gram;
33 b. Extend financial assistance to persons suffering from
34 hemophilia in obtaining blood, blood derivatives and concen-
-35 trates, and other efficacious agents for use in hospital, medi-
-36 cal and dental facilities, and at home;
37 c. Assist in the development and expansion of programs for
38 the care and treatment of persons suffering from hemophilia,
39 including self-administration, prevention, and home care and
40 other medical and dental procedures and techniques designed
41 to provide maximum control over bleeding episodes typical of
42 this condition;
43 d. Institute and carry on educational programs among phy-
-44 sicians, dentists, hospitals, public health departments, and the
45 public concerning hemophilia, including dissemination of in-
-46 formation and the conducting of educational programs con-
-47 cerning the methods of care and treatment of persons suffer-
-48 ing from this condition; and
49 e. Promulgate all rules and regulations necessary to effec-
-50 tuate the purposes of this act.
51 5. The sum of $500,000.00 or as much thereof as may be
52 necessary, is appropriated to the State Department of Health
53 for the purpose of administering the provisions of this act.
54 6. This act shall take effect immediately.


