
ENATE No. 1211
By Mr. Saltonstall, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1211)

of Richard W. Hale, Jr., John F. X. Davoren and William L. Saltonstall
for legislation to establish in the office of the Secretary of the Common-
wealth an archives advisory commission. State Administration.
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I In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three

An Act relating to the archives division in the office of the

SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 9of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert-
-2 ing after section 2 the following section:
3 Section 2A. There shall be in the department of the state
4 secretary an Archives Advisory Commission, hereinafter called
5 the commission. Said commission shall consist of seven mem-

6 bers, broadly representative of the public and private institu-
-7 tions concerned with the custody and use of archival and manu-
-8 script materials. Said commission shall consist of five persons
9 to be appointed by the state secretary, of whom one shall be a
10 town or city clerk, one shall be a member of the history de-
ll partment of an accredited university or college, one shall be
12 appointed from a list of three nominees submitted by the
13 Massachusetts Historical Society, one from a list of three
14 nominees submitted by the American Antiquarian Society, and
15 one from a list of three nominees submitted by the Bay State
16 Historical League; and two members shall be appointed by the
17 governor, to represent the public at large. For each member,

# 18 the governor and state secretary shall appoint an alternate,
19 representing the same group as the member for whom he is to
20 ac t as alternate. The commission shall elect its own chairman.
21 The commission shall advise the state secretary on archival
22 matters, and shall review and approve, disapprove or modify a
23 comprehensive state-wide documentary preservation plan that
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24 shall be prepared by the archivist of the commonwealth, and
25 shall assist in its administration. The commission may, acting
26 under the chairmanship of the state secretary, or, in the secre-
-27 tary’s absence, the archivist, acting for him and under his
28 direction, receive grants, gifts and contributions and bequests
29 from individuals, foundations and from federal, state or other
30 governmental bodies for furthering and putting into effect^
31 the comprehensive statewide documentary preservation plan.
32 The state treasurer shall be the custodian of funds so received,
33 and such funds shall be expended by the state secretary, or the
34 archivist acting for him, without special appropriation, on
35 state, local and private projects approved by the commission,
36 which carry out the comprehensive state-wide documentary
37 preservation plan.
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