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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act providing for the immediate foreclosure of the
owner’s right of redemption on property in tax title upon
the finding by the treasurer that such property is
abandoned or upon consent of the owner and for the
shortening of the redemption period.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 60, section lof the General Laws, as
2 amended by chapter 34, section 1 of the acts of 1943, is
3 amended by including the following definition before “col-
-4 lector”:
5 “Abandoned Property” is property that is vacant and is
6 neither sealed nor continuously guarded and has been vacant
7 for a period of at least sixty days or was ordered vacated on
8 the ground that the premises were dangerous, unsafe, or unfit
9 for human habitation or when a landlord no longer provides

10 services to an occupied building and allows taxes and mortgages
ill to go unpaid. “Vacant” for the purposes of this section shall
12 mean without lawful occupants.

1 Section 2. Chapter 60 of section 79, as amended by
2 chapter 157 of the acts of 1968, is amended by deleting the
3 words “two years” in the first sentence of the first paragraph
4 and by adding in its place the following “six months”.
5 Said section 79 is hereby further amended by adding the
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6 words, “abandoned property or . .
.

7 the third sentence of paragraph 1.
after the word, “are” in

1 Section 3. Chapter 60 of the General Laws is amended by
2 inserting after section 80 the following new section:
3 Section 81A. Whenever a city or town shall have purchased
4 or taken land for nonpayment of taxes under sections forte
5 three or fifty-three, respectively, the Treasurer of said city^
6 town, immediately upon being informed that the principal
7 building located thereon is unoccupied or that such land is
8 vacant, shall make an inspection thereof and based on such
9 inspection shall determine whether such building is unused or

10 an abandoned property or whether such land is vacant. If the
11 Treasurer finds that such building is unused or an abandoned
12 property, or that such land is vacant, he shall bring a petition
13 in the land court pursuant to section sixty-five for the fore-
-14 closure of all rights of redemption of said land.
15 (1) this act shall apply to all properties taken or purchased
16 by a city or town for non-payment of taxes, whether taken or
17 purchased before, on or after its effective date.
18 (2) this act shall apply to all properties upon which taxes,
19 assessments and charges are due and owing or which have
20 been or may be purchased or taken for non-payment of taxes,
21 whether such status exists or such action is taken on, before
22 or after its effective date.

1 Section 4. Section 65 of chapter 60 of the General Laws
2 as appearing in chapter 305 of the acts of 1938, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the first sentence and substituting
4 therefor the following sentence:
5 Except as provided in section sixty-two, whoever then hold^
6 the title to land acquired by a sale or taking for taxes may
7 bring a petition in the land court for the foreclosure of all
8 rights of redemption of said land either (i) after six months
9 from the sale or taking, or (ii) in case of a city or town, at

10 any time following the sale or taking if the treasurer of the
11 city or town determines pursuant to section eighty-one A that
12 the principal building thereon is unused and abandoned or that
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the land is vacant, (iii) in any event, a petition for the fore-
closure of all rights of redemption may be filed at any time
following the consent (in writing) of the record owner.

Section 5. Section 45 of said chapter 60, as most recently
amended by section 1 of chapter 339 of the acts of 1938, is
hereby further amended by striking out the last sentence and
inserting in place thereof the following sentence: “No sale
hereafter made shall give to the purchaser any right to pos-
session of the land until the right of redemption is foreclosed,
as hereinafter provided.”
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