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Senate, May 9, 1973.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred the pe-
tition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 452) of Joseph F. Timilty
for legislation to establish the office of deputy registrar of voters
and defining his duties; the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 1687) of Francis C. Lapointe for legislation to further regu-
late the registration of voters; and the petition (accompanied by
bill, House, No. 3280) of the Americans for Democratic Action,
John A. Businger, Barney Frank, Joseph F. Timilty, John R.
Buckley, Paul H. Guzzi and Ronald A. Pina relative to voter reg-
istration by mail as an alternative to personal registration, re-
ports the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 1690).

For the Committee,

JOHN J. CONTE.



SENATE —No. 1690. [May2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act establishing the office of deputy registrar of voters
AND DEFINING HIS DUTIES.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General-
Court assembled, and by the authority of the ame, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 51 of the General Laws is hereby amend-
-2 ed by striking out section 22A, as most recently amended by
3 chapter 239 of the acts of 1967, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:

1 Section 2. (1) In every city and town any person may not
2 later than July fifteenth nor earlier than two weeks before the
3 first Wednesday in November file with the registrars of voters
4 or election commissioners in the city or town for appointment
5 as a deputy registration officer for the purpose of attending per-
-6 sons claiming to have the necessary qualifications for voting in
7 their respective cities and towns. Said deputy registration offi-
-8 cers may visit every place in their respective city or town
9 except educational or entertainment facilities, or publicly

10 owned facilities without having receive permission or a per-
il mit where required from the registrars of voters or elec-
-12 tion commissioners, and may register such of said persons as
13 they find to be qualified.
14 (2) Deputy registration officers shall be appointed by the
15 registrars of voters or election commissioners for a term of one
16 year and shall, in the performance of their duties, have all the
17 powers and be subject to all the obligations and penalties of �V
18 registrars of voters. No appointments to said office shall be
19 made between August first and the first Wednesday in Novem-
-20 ber in any given year. Deputy registration officers shall, before
21 entering upon their official duties, each take and subscribe to
22 an oath to faithfully perform the same. The names and resi-
-23 dential addresses of all deputy registration officers shall be a
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24 matter of public record available on request to any person in
25 every city and town from the registrars of voters or election
26 commissioners. Deputy registration officers shall not receive
27 compensation for such service from any source. Service within
28 such an office may not be held out as a condition to, considera-
-29 tion of, or incentive to affect appointment or employment. Vio-
-30 lation of the conditions of the two previous sentences shall be
31 subject to the penalty of no less than a fifty dollar fine nor
32 more than a five hundred dollar fine and/or imprisonment not
33 to exceed one year for each offense.
34 (3) No person shall be appointed a deputy registration officer
35 until he is found qualified to act as such. Appointments shallbe
36 made from those persons who filed their names with the regis-
-37 trars of voters or election commissioners. The registrars of
38 voters shall examine the qualifications, as provided in subsec-
-39 tion 4, of persons who have so filed, but all qualified persons
40 must be appointed within fifteen days of their application as
41 long as their appointment does not create a number of deputy
42 registration officers within the respective city or town exceed-
-43 ing one quarter of one percent of the municipality’s total adult
44 population as computed by the last published annual municipal
45 census.
46 In addition to this number of deputy registration officers, any
47 candidate for the elective office under the government of the
48 United States as President, or any candidate whose nomination
49 papers have been certified at the municipal level for an elective
50 office under the government of the United States as Senator in
51 Congress, or Congressman, or under the commonwealth as Gov-
-52 ernor, Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer, Attorney General, Sec-
-53 retary, Auditor, Senator or Representative in the General
54 Court, or at the municipal subdivision thereof as Mayor, City
55 Councillor, Alderman, or Selectman shall be allowed to have a
56 number of deputy registration officers appointed for him dur-
-57 ing the year of his candidacy from any municipal portion with-
-58 in the geographic boundaries of his candidacy equal to not
59 more than one fiftieth of one percent of that municipal portion’s
60 population as computed by the last published state census.
61 In the case of towns not divided into voting precincts a
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62 candidate for such offices as prescribed in the previous sen-
-63 tence shall be allowed to have two deputy registration officers
64 appointed for him during the year of his candidacy. Such
65 applicants as described in the previous two sentences for the
66 office of deputy registration officer must have all the other
67 requirements for appointment as described within this section.
68 (4) No person shall be appointed as a deputy registration
69 officer unless said person is a registered voter of the city or
70 town for which he is appointed. No person shall be appointed
71 if he holds an elective or appointive office, or if he is a candi-
72 date for such an office, or if he is an employee to the govem-
73 ment of the United States, or the commonwealth or any po-
74 litical subdivision thereof, provided, however, that a justice
75 of the peace, notary public, and member of the state militia
76 or reserves of the United States armed forces shall be exempt
77 from this provision. The acceptance by a deputy registration
78 officer of any such position or candidacy as described in the
79 previous sentence by a deputy registration officer shall be
80 cause to remove him forthwith and if a deputy registration
81 officer does not forthwith resign his office the registrars of
82 voters or election commissioner shall take such action.
83 (5) Registration of voters under this section shall be of
84 applications containing the information required by the pro-
85 visions of section thirty-six; provided, however, that to each
86 application must be added (a) a certificate executed by the
87 deputy registration officer that such examination was made
88 under oath and so far as applicable under the provisions of
89 section forty-four, and also (b) a signature executed by some
90 other witness attesting knowledge under penalties of perjury
91 that the applicant’s identity given is lawful.
92 (6) The registrars of voters shall enter in the general regis-
93 ter the names and records of all persons registered under this
94 section and they shall preserve all applications, complaints,
95 certificates and affidavits pertinent thereto, which shall be
96 bound and retained as part of the general register.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.1


