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August 24, 1973

To The Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 634 entitled “AN ACT PROVIDING THAT APPEALS FROM
ADJUDICATIONS OF CERTAIN DISTRICT COURTS OF SUF-
FOLK COUNTY RELATIVE TO JUVENILES SHALL BE
HEARD BY THE BOSTON JUVENILE COURT.”

G.L. c. 119 s. 27 currently provides that “the child, parent,
guardian, or person appearing in behalf of such child, or the de-
partment, may appeal from the adjudication (of the care and pro-
tection hearing) ... to the superior court . .

.” Senate Bill No. 634
would amend this section by adding a provision that appeals “from
the adjudication of juvenile sessions of any district court of Suffolk
County, except the municipal court of the City of Boston, shall be
heard by the Boston juvenile court.”

The proponents of this bill believe that it will allow such appeals
to be heard sooner than they might otherwise be if taken to the
Superior Court which has a substantial backlog of cases. On the
other hand, it has been pointed out that a matter so vital as the
commitment of a minor child merits all the procedures afforded
by a review in the superior court. I believe that such a change, if
it is to be mandated at all, ought to come about only after all par-
ties involved, the courts, attorneys, and the variety of agencies
who become involved in such proceedings, and especially the fam-
ilies and children who would be affected have had an opportunity
to evaluate the total impact of this suggested change.

Thus, I am recommending that the bill be amended to provide
that such appeals may, not shall, be taken to the Boston Juvenile
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Court. This will enable the parties in interest in each case to de-
termine whether, depending on the circumstances of the case, an
appeal will be taken to the superior court or to the Boston Juvenile
Court. This will enable the staff of that Court to contribute to al-
leviating the burden on the Superior Court as well as to providing
a prompt review of those cases brought before it. At the same time
if it is determined that a particular appeal should be brought to
the Superior Court, that option will be available.

I therefore recommend that the bill be amended as follows:
by striking out in line 5 of the engrossed bill the word “shall” and
inserting in place thereof the word may

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT

Commonwealth of Massachusetts


