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MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

RETURNING, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF

ARTICLE II OF SECTION I OF CHAPTER I OF

PART THE SECOND OF THE CONSTITUTION,

WITH HIS OBJECTIONS THERETO IN

WRITING, THE ENGROSSED BILL FUR-

THER REGULATING THE QUALIFI-
CATIONS FOR CREDIT FOR SERVICE

UNDER THE CONTRIBUTORY RE-

TIREMENT SYSTEM FOR

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES.
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* August 24, 1973

To The Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill No.
1577, amended, entitled “AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING
THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR CREDIT FOR SERVICE UNDER
THE CONTRIBUTORY RETIREMENT SYSTEM FOR PUBLIC
EMPLOYEES.”

This legislation would enable “any members of a contributory re-
tirement system who is engaged in a teaching position . . . and who
was previously engaged in teaching pupils in any non-public school
in the commonwealth, if the tuition of all such pupils taught was
financed in part or in full by the commonwealth” to establish, un-
der specified restrictions, such service as creditable service.

I have been advised that the consequence of this legislation could
be very far-reaching. I am not willing to approve legislation which
would allow individuals who have taught at non-public institutions
to obtain credit for this service, for a period not to exceed ten
years, by depositing into the annuity savings fund of the system of
which he is a member an amount equal to five per cent of the com-
pensation he received during such period (plus interest). Granting
credit for such service could significantly increase the financial

on our taxpayers since employee contributions provide
only a small portion of the costs of the nearly 100 contributory re-
tirement systems of the Commonwealth.

I am equally concerned about the significant adjustment of public
policy which this legislation represents. Authorizing credit, and
therefore, the expenditure of public money, for what was service
in the private sector is a very significant revision in the underlying
concept of our retirement systems that a retirement allowance
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from a publicly financed system is for service rendered in the
public sector.

I therefore return this legislation without my approval because
of the expense to the taxpayers and the major change, without suf-
ficient justification, this bill would bring about.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor

Commonwealth of Massachusetts


