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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
1010 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02215

March 1, 1973

To: Hon. Wallace C. Mills
The Clerk of The House of Representatives 

and
Hon. Norman L. Pidgeon 
Senate Clerk and Parliamentarian

“The Commissioner of Public Safety shall, on or before March 
the first file a report with the Clerk of the House of Representa
tives and the Clerk of The Senate showing the cities and towns 
which have licenses issued therein, the number of licenses by 
categories of organizations, the revenue received from these 
licenses, and such other information as he may deem relevant, 
together with his recommendations for any legislation he may 
deem appropriate.”

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 52, Chapter 147, Massa
chusetts General Laws, as amended by Chapter 486 of the Acts of 
1971 I herewith submit the First Annual Report as required by 
statute.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN F. KEHOE, JR.
Commissioner

JFK: dp
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THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 
OF

THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
December 14, 1971 to December 31, 1972

INTRODUCTION

On September 29, 1971, the law that would legalize Beano in 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts went into effect. The statute 
provided that each city or town place on the ballot before the 
electorate in their next annual election the question as to whether 
or not Beano would be played in their respective municipalities.

Shortly thereafter, the cities and towns of the Commonwealth 
began going to the polls. Elections took place beginning in October 
of 1971 and continuing throughout the first half of 1972. From the 
time that the first returns were reported to this Deparment it was 
apparent that Beano would indeed be allowed in the vast majority 
of cities and towns of the Commonwealth.

With this thought in mind, it was felt that strict control and 
rigid enforcement of the Beano Law and the Rules and Regulations 
promulgated thereunder would be a prime responsibility of this 
Department. However, the positions which were requested for this 
purpose were never authorized. Therefore, it has been necessary 
to refer the many complaints received back to the local law 
enforcement agencies and to the local licensing authorities, a 
practice which may be expedient but very much limited in its 
effectiveness.

The first license to legally conduct the game of Beano in Massa
chusetts under the new law was approved and issued on December 
14, 1971. Therefore, the first annual report will necessarily include 
data from those organizations which were licensed in the brief 
period between December 14 and December 31, 1971.

I deem it most appropriate at this time to express, on behalf of 
the Department of Public Safety, our sincere thanks and apprecia
tion to Mr. Ira M. Ball, Chairman of the New York State Bingo 
Control Commission for his aid and assistance in helping us to get 
under way in our own Beano licensing program; to Mr, James J.
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McMahan of this Department for undertaking the responsibility 
of setting up the entire program for the Department; to Mr. 
Thomas McDonough of the Department of Corporations and 
Taxation for his cooperation and assistance in the coordination of 
the sundry matters which invariably arise in the implementation 
of a program such as this; to the local licensing authorities 
throughout the Commonwealth and to the many dedicated men and 
women who represent the various organizations which have 
become licensed, and who, for the most part, have shown a high 
degree of cooperation and respect for our personnel and for the 
provisions of the Beano Licensing Law. In the final analysis, the 
responsibility of conducting the game of Beano rests with these 
men and women. We have come very much to rely on their co
operation and good will in carrying out the provisions of the Beano 
Licensing Law.
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COMPARATIVE STATISTICAL CHARTS

Inasmuch as this is the First Annual Report submitted in ac
cordance with the statute, there will be no comparative statistics. 
The 1974 Annual Report (The Second Annual Report) will be the 
first Annual Report which will include comparative statistics. This 
is mentioned at this time however, because it is planned to keep 
the format for Annual Reports henceforth.
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COMMERCIAL HALLS

In drawing up the Rules and Regulations governing the conduct 
of the game of Beano, it was felt that it was the intent of the 
legislature to restrict the playing of Beano to the premises of 
qualified licensed organizations. However, it became apparent that 
many organizations did not have a hall of their own and therefore, 
would have to lease halls from other organizations, or from private 
landlords in order to conduct their game. In order to prevent the 
conduct of the game of Beano at any one given location on each 
evening of the week, Section 3.5 was inserted into the Rules and 
Regulations which stated:

“Under no circumstances shall Beano be conducted 
on a premise more often than two evenings a week; 
one evening by the licensee and one evening to a 
licensed lessor who, having qualified for a Beano 
license, does not have the necessary space to conduct 
Beano. It is the intention of this Section to strictly 
prohibit so-called Beano Halls. No games of Beano 
shall be held in any building which has not been 
approved by the municipal governing body or the 
State Building Inspector, for public assembly as re
quired by Law. No fee beyond that which is normally 
charged for rental may be charged and under no 
circumstances shall a hall be leased to a licensed 
organization on a percentage basis.”

This has been most effective in prohibiting the existence of 
so-called Beano Halls in Massachusetts which have the appear
ance of a commercial enterprise.
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PERSONNEL PROBLEMS

“In many instances our investigators are used as undercover 
agents, posing as players, in order to determine whether or not 
certain complaints made against the licensees are valid or to 
determine whether or not an organization is diverting money by 
under-reporting the attendance at the games. Some of the games 
in the Greater New York City area are so large that even when 
investigations are made openly, it takes two or three inspectors to 
handle one game effectively.”

From the Annual Report of the 
New York State Bingo Control 
Commission

The introduction of the responsibility of the administration and 
enforcement of the Beano Law into the Department of Public 
Safety posed problems from the outset which were caused by a 
shortage of personnel, equipment and office space. Even prior to 
the effective date of the statute, the Department was deluged with 
telephone inquiries, written communications requesting information 
and advice and representatives of various organizations coming in 
person to Public Safety Headquarters to discuss the provisions of 
the Beano Law and various aspects related thereto.

In 1969, when Raffles and Bazaars were legalized by Chapter 
810, Acts of 1969, the Department of Public Safety was given 
certain duties and responsibilities in the statute and inasmuch 
as personnel of the Sunday License Bureau dealt regularly with 
local licensing authorities throughout the Commonwealth, the 
Raffle and Bazaar work was assigned to that Bureau. On December 
1, 1971, the sudden death of one of the three investigators assigned 
to the Bureau of Sunday Entertainment resulted in a shortage of 
personnel and necessitated curtailment of an effective enforce
ment program which heretofore had been conducted on Sundays. 
Traditionally, our three Investigators traveled throughout the 
Commonwealth on Sundays enforcing Chapter 136 of the General 
Laws. For working on Sunday, the Investigators were required to 
take a week day off within the following week. With the two
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remaining investigators out of the office for a day each left the 
office with a shortage of personnel and consequently their work 
was rescheduled so as to have them in the office Monday through 
Friday so as to remain abreast of the additional work which 
resulted from Raffle and Bazaar Permits and the Beano work. 
On February 26, 1973, we hired a new investigator who is presently 
working in an on-the-job training program. Upon his completion 
of the program we are hopeful of resuming our Sunday Law 
enforcement program.

We have honored numerous requests from organizations through
out the Commonwealth, from various elected officials holding local 
office and from many legislators who have requested that we pro
vide a speaker to explain to the various groups and organizations 
the provisions of the Raffle and Bazaar Law, the Beano licensing 
law and the Rules and Regulations promulgated thereunder. This 
has been accomplished with a minimum of overtime (approxi
mately one hundred hours to one grade twelve employee) and by 
taking comp time when overtime was not authorized. We have 
assigned a representative to attend legislative committee hearings 
on proposed legislation related to the Beano law. We feel that we 
have done as well as possible with the implementation of this pro
gram without having had the benefit of additional personnel.



1973.] SENATE — No. 1927. 11

ENFORCEMENT COVERAGE OF THE COMMONWEALTH

The legalization of Beano has resulted in a large number of 
written and telephoned complaints usually made by representatives 
of licensed organizations against other licensed organizations who, 
allegedly, conduct their games in violation of the statute. The com
plaint most frequently received is that certain organizations exceed 
the statutory prize limit, and that certain organizations sell illegal 
raffle tickets at their Beano games. In an attempt to bring about 
strict compliance with the law, each licensee was notified that if 
they were operating in violation of the law their license would be 
subject to immediate revocation. Each individual complaint has 
been referred to the local Chief of Police department for appro
priate action. It is hoped to conduct random spot checks in the 
future so that organizations will realize that they are subject to 
an inspection at any time.
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BREAKDOWN OF LICENSES ISSUED

Religious 419

Fraternal 215

Veterans 153

Volunteer Fire 7

Athletics 6

Ambulance Service 1

Total 801
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LIST OF CITIES AND TOWNS HAVING BEANO LICENSES

Abington Dalton Holliston
Acton Danvers Holyoke
Acushnet Dartmouth Hudson
Adams Dedham Hull
Agawam Dennis Ipswich
Andover Dracut Kingston
Arlington Dudley Lakeville
Ashburnham Duxbury Lawrence
Ashland East Bridgewater Lee
Athol East Longmeadow Leicester
Attleboro Easthampton Lenox
Auburn Easton Leominster
Avon Edgartown Littleton
Ayer Everett Lowell
Barnstable Fairhaven Ludlow
Barre Fall River Lynn
Bedford Falmouth Malden
Belchertown Fitchburg Manchester
Bellingham Foxboro Mansfield
Beverly Framingham Marblehead
Billerica Franklin Marion
Boston Gardner Marlborough
Bourne Georgetown Marshfield
Braintree Gloucester Mattapoisett
Brockton Grafton Maynard
Brookfield Great Barrington Medfield
Brookline Greenfield Medford
Cambridge Groton Melrose
Canton Hadley Methuen
Carver Hamilton Middleboro
Charlton Hanover Milford
Chelmsford Hardwick Millbury
Chelsea Hatfield Millis
Chicopee Haverhill Milton
Clinton Hingham Nahant
Conway Holbrook Nantucket
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LIST OF CITIES AND TOWNS HAVING BEANO LICENSES (Continued)

Natick Rochester Waltham
New Bedford Rockland Ware
Newton Rutland Wareham
Norfolk Salem Warren
North Adams Saugus Watertown
North Andover Seekonk Webster
North Attleborough Sharon Wellfleet
North Reading Shrewsbury West Bridgewater
Northampton Somerset West Springfield
Northborough Somerville Westbo rough
Northbridge South Hadley Westfield
Northfield Southboro Westford
Norton Southbridge Westminster
Norwell Southwick Westport
Norwood Spencer Weymouth
Oak Bluffs Springfield Whately
Orleans Stoneham Whitman
Oxford Stoughton Williamsburg
Peabody Stow Willi amstown
Pembroke Sutton Wilmington
Pepperell Swansea Winchendon
Pittsfield Taunton Windsor
Plymouth Tewksbury Winthrop
Provincetown Tisbury Woburn
Quincy Upton Worcester
Randolph Uxbridge Wrentham
Reading Wakefield Yarmouth
Revere Walpole
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The following Cities and Towns voted in favor of Beano but have
not yet applied for licenses:

Alford Goshen New Salem
Amesbury Gosnold Newbury
Amherst Granby Newburyport
Ashby Granville North Brookfield
Ashfield Groveland Oakham
Becket Halifax Orange
Berkley Hampden Otis
Berlin Hancock Palmer
Bernardston Hanson Paxton
Blackstone Hawley Pelham
Boxborough Hinsdale Petersham
Boylston Holland Phillipston
Bridgewater Hopedale Plainfield
Brimfield Hopkinton Plainville
Buckland Hubbardston Plympton
Burlington Huntington Princeton
Charlemont Lancaster Raynham
Cheshire Lanesborough Rehoboth
Chester Leyden Richmond
Chesterfield Lunenburg Rockport
Clarksburg Lynnfield Royalston
Cohasset Mashpee Russell
Colrain Medway Salisbury
Cummington Mendon Sandisfield
Deerfield Merrimac Sandwich
Dighton Middleton Savoy
Douglas Millville Scituate
East Brookfield Monroe Sheffield
Eastham Monson Shelburne
Egremont Montague Shirley
Erving Monterey Shutesbury
Essex Montgomery Southampton
Florida New Ashford Sterling
Freetown New Braintree Stockbridge
Gill New Marlborough Sturbridge
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The following Cities and Towns voted in favor of Beano but have not 
yet applied for licenses: (Continued)

Sunderland
Swampscott
Templeton
Townsend
Tyngsborough
Tyringham

Wales 
Warwick 
Wendell 
West Boylston 
West Brookfield 
West Newbury

West Stockbridge 
West Tisbury 
Westhampton 
Wilbraham 
Worthington

The following Towns voted against Beano and therefore cannot 
be issued licenses:

Belmont Harvard Sudbury
Boxford Heath Topsfield
Brewster Holden Wayland
Carlisle Lexington Wellesley
Chatham Lincoln Wenham
Chilmark Longmeadow Weston
Concord Mount Washington Westwood
Dover Needham Winchester
Dunstable Sherbom

The following Towns did not place the question on their ballot 
and have not notified this office or the Office of the Secretary of 
State as to their intended action in order to comply with the statute:

Blandford Leverett Tolland
Bolton Middlefield Truro
Gay Head 
Harwich

Peru
Rowe

Washington
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BEANO TAX RECEIPTS 

1972

January $ 6,007.93

February 23,648.88

March 34,790.24

April 45,132.21

May 73,487.30

June 111,900.67

July 110,891.57

August 117,575.08

September 133,335.12

October 152,481.30

November 121,236.84

December 95,160.00

Total $1,025,647.14
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
1010 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, BOSTON 02215

September 17, 1971

From: Commissioner John F. Kehoe, Jr.

To: All Local Licensing Authorities and
Massachusetts Police Chiefs

Subject: Chapter 486, Acts of 1971, “Licensing of A Game 
Commonly Called ‘Beano’ ”

1. Please be advised that Chapter 486 of the Acts of 1971 will 
become law on September 29, 1971. This chapter amended certain 
sections of Chapter 271 (Sections 6B and 22A), and also amended 
Chapter 147 by adding sections 52 through 55. It is the intent of 
this letter to alert the governing bodies and law enforcement 
agencies of the Commonwealth to the fact that the statute will 
be in effect as of that date.

2. Section four of Chapter 486, Acts of 1971, provides for a local 
referendum on the matter for the purpose of ascertaining the will 
of the voters. Therefore, the earliest possible date that I will approve 
any “Beano” licenses in Massachusetts will be after the November 
elections of this year.

3. Please be further advised that by statute, I am charged with 
the responsibility of making rules and regulations for the conduct 
of the game of “Beano” in Massachusetts. Prior to October 31, 
1971, I shall send each Police Chief and all local licensing authori
ties a copy of these rules and regulations which shall be strictly 
enforced.

4. For your information and guidance, I am enclosing a copy 
of Sections 52 through 55, Chapter 147, Massachusetts General 
Laws, and I would appreciate your cooperation and assistance in 
bringing about the meaningful and effective enforcement of this 
law. I assure you that this Department will be ready at all times
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to offer full cooperation and assistance to the local licensing authori
ties and law enforcement agencies of the Commonwealth and I am 
certain that you will agree that it is only through complete coopera
tion that such a law can be fully and properly enforced.

JOHN F. KEHOE, JR.
Commissioner

JFKjr/jjm



20 SENATE — No. 1927. [Oct.

®{|p (Emmmuuucalth of ifUmaarlntarttfi

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
1010 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, BOSTON 02215

November 17, 1971

From: Commissioner John F. Kehoe, Jr.

To: All Local Licensing Authorities

Subject: Chapter 486, Acts of 1971, “Licensing of A Game 
Commonly Called ‘Beano’ ’’

1. Enclosed herewith is a supply of “Beano” application and 
license forms. Due to the exceptionally heavy demand for these 
forms, we are unable to supply an unlimited amount over an 
indefinite period. Therefore, these forms may be reproduced locally 
or may be purchased from a commercial printer. I have been given 
to understand that these forms will be available from:

Hobbs & Warren Inc.
80 Summer Street 
Boston, Massachusetts

Wright & Potter Printing Co. Inc.
32 Derne Street 
Boston, Massachusetts

2. Applications submitted to this Department for approval must 
be completely filled out with all required information. Applications 
must be typed or printed, must be clear and legible, must bear the 
approval of the local licensing authority, and must be submitted to 
this Department in duplicate. (The forthcoming Rules and Regula
tions outlines the licensing procedure, but these instructions will 
suffice for the present.)

3. The proposed Rules and Regulations have been completed and 
may be reviewed at this Department any weekday between the 
hours of 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. A public hearing to consider these
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Rules and Regulations will be held in Room 2105, Saltonstall Build
ing, 100 Cambridge Street, Boston, Massachusetts, at 10:00 A.M. 
on Tuesday, December 14, 1971. Copies of the Rules and Regula
tions for general distribution will not be available until after the 
public hearing.

JOHN F. KEHOE, JR.
Commissioner

JFKjr/b
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
1010 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, BOSTON 02215

February 22, 1972

From: Commissioner John F. Kehoe, Jr.

To: All Local Licensing Authorities and Massachusetts
Police Chiefs

Subject: Chapter 486, Acts of 1971, “Licensing of A Game 
Commonly Called ‘Beano’ ”

1. Enclosed herewith is a supply of “Beano” application and 
license forms. Due to the exceptionally heavy demand for these 
forms, we are unable to supply an unlimited amount over an 
indefinite period. Therefore, these forms may be reproduced locally 
or may be purchased from a commercial printer. The forms may 
be obtained from:

Hobbs & Warren Inc.
80 Summer Street 
Boston, Massachusetts

Wright & Potter Printing Co. Inc.
32 Derne Street 
Boston, Massachusetts

2. This information and material is being sent at this time so as 
to avoid delay in the issuance of Beano Licenses to qualified organi
zations. To date, the voters in each city or town who have voted 
on the measure have approved Beano by a substantial margin. 
Therefore, I see no reason to await the outcome of the remaining 
elections. However, in the event that your town votes against the 
measure, kindly return the forms together with a brief letter 
indicating the final vote on the Beano question. If your town votes 
in favor of Beano, it is required that you forward a letter attesting
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to the fact that Beano is now legal in your municipality. This 
information is essential as this Department must include this 
information in an annual report to the Legislature.

3. Applications submitted to this Department for approval must 
be filled out completely on both sides with all required information. 
The application must be accompanied by a check in the amount of 
$50.00 made payable to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; 
submitted in duplicate at minimum, in triplicate if the local 
licensing authority wishes to retain a copy for their own records, 
and in quadruplicate if the local licensing authority wishes to 
furnish the local police department with a copy. Any single copy 
applications submitted will be immediately returned together with 
the fifty dollar license fee. Any applications received which are 
incompletely or incorrectly filled out will also be returned. Appli
cations must be typed (preferably), or clearly and legibly printed. 
No application will be accepted without the approval of the local 
licensing authority.

4. Enclosed herewith is an excerpt from Chapter 147, Ss 52 
through 55. I invite your attention to section 52 which outlines 
the eligibility requirements of organizations desiring to obtain a 
license to conduct beano. Unless the local licensing authority is 
certain that the applicant organization is fully qualified under the 
provisions of the statute, the application should not be accepted. 
In any event, any application received at this Department which 
has been submitted by an ineligible organization will be returned 
directly.

5. Once a Beano license is approved at this Department, it will be 
returned to the local licensing authority for issuance to the 
organization. If licenses are submitted in accordance with the 
instructions outlined herein there will be no delay in their approval 
and issuance. As I stated in my letter of September 17, 1971, I 
would appreciate your cooperation and assistance in bringing about 
the meaningful and effective enforcement of this law. Again, I 
assure you that this Department will be ready at all times to offer 
full cooperation and assistance to the local licensing authorities 
and law enforcement agencies of the Commonwealth. Our rules
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and regulations have been finalized and are presently being printed. 
They will be available within the next few weeks and will be 
forwarded to you at the earliest possible date. (These rules and 
regulations outline license procedure, but the instructions contained 
herein will suffice so as not to delay the issuance of licenses to 
qualified organizations.)

JOHN F. KEHOE, JR.
Commissioner

JFKjr/b
Enclosures
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
1010 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, BOSTON 02215

April 5, 1972

To: All Organizations Licensed to Conduct Beano

1. It has come to my attention that many organizations presently 
licensed to conduct Beano are operating in violation of the statute 
(Chapter 486, Acts of 1971) and also in violation of the Rules and 
Regulations promulgated thereunder. The following complaints 
have been received:

(a) Certain organizations are exceeding the satutory 
prize limit. The law states: “No licensee shall 
give a prize which exceeds fifty dollars in value, 
either in cash or merchandise.”

(b) Certain organizations are violating Section 4.22 
of the Rules and Regulations which states: “This 
section does not authorize the sale of tickets or 
chances in lotteries or similar drawings which 
have been held to be illegal by the Attorney 
General. (This includes chances on drawings such 
as “Lucky Sevens”, “Play Poker”, “Club Vegas” 
and any similar illegal lottery.

2. Under the provisions of the law, the Commissioner of Public 
Safety may revoke or suspend a license at his discretion; the 
action of the Commissioner shall be final and the licensee shall not 
have a right of appeal.

3. Any organization in violation of the law or the Rules and 
Regulations would be well advised to cease and desist as their 
license will be revoked and their operation closed.

JOHN F. KEHOE, JR.
Commissioner

JFKjr/b
cc: Mass. Police Chiefs
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
1010 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, BOSTON 02215

November 24, 1972

To: All Organizations Licensed to Conduct Beano

From: Commissioner John F. Kehoe, Jr.

Subject: Alleged Violations of the Beano Licensing Law and the
Rules and Regulations Promulgated Thereunder

1. It has come to my attention that many organizations presently 
licensed to conduct Beano are operating in violation of the statute, 
(Chapter 486, Acts of 1971), and also in violation of the Rules and 
Regulations promulgated thereunder. The following complaints 
have been received:

(A) Certain organizations are exceeding the statutory prize 
limit. The law states: “No licensee shall give a prize 
which exceeds fifty dollars in value, either in cash or 
merchandise.”

(B) Certain organizations are violating Section 4.22 of the 
Rules and Regulations which states: “This section does 
not authorize the sale of tickets or chances in lotteries 
or similar drawings which have been held to be illegal 
by the Attorney General. (This includes chances on 
drawings such as “Lucky Sevens”, “Play Poker”, “Club 
Vegas”, and any similar illegal lottery.)

(C) So-called “beano promoters” are approaching both 
licensed organizations and those organizations who are 
eligible for a license with a proposition. These so-called 
promoters are, allegedly, offering to run the beano 
games for the organizations for a percentage of the 
gross. The figure most commonly reported is fifteen 
percent, but in several instances the figure has been 
considerably larger. Moreover, many of these promoters
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allegedly have unsavory and undesirable backgrounds 
and have been closely linked with the criminal element. 
I shall quote Section 52 of Chapter 147 as it relates to 
this complaint:

To: All Beano Licensees

Re: Alleged Violations

“Any organization licensed under this section to con
duct said game shall operate, manage and control said 
game by members of the local branch of said organi
zation who have been members for at least two years. 
Whoever, not being a member of such organization, 
operates said game under a license issued to such 
organization shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than one thousand dollars and by imprisonment for 
not more than one year. If an organization fails to 
exercise exclusive control and management of the 
game at all times during its operation, it shall be 
punished by a fine of not more than one thousand 
dollars.”

2. Under the provisions of the law, the Commissioner of Public 
Safety may revoke or suspend a license at his discretion; the action 
of the Commissioner shall be final and the licensee shall not have 
the right of appeal.

3. Any organization in violation of the law or the rules and regu
lations promulgated thereunder would be well advised to cease and 
desist as their license will be revoked and their operation closed.

JOHN F. KEHOE, JR.
Commissioner

JFKjr/b
Copy to : Mass. Police Chiefs
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, MASS.

Rules and Regulations filed in this Office under the provisions 
of CHAPTER 30A as amended.

Filed by DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

Commissioner of R&R Governing the Conduct of the Game of 
Beano — Form ADM — 100

Date Filed March 6,1972

Date Published March 10,1972

Chapter 233, sec. 75

Printed copies of rules and regulations purporting to be issued 
by authority of any department, commission, board or Officer of the 
Commonwealth or any city or town having authority to adopt 
them, or printed copies of any ordinances or town by-laws, shall 
be admitted without certification or attestations, but if this genuine
ness is questioned, the court may require such certifications or 
attestations thereof as it deems necessary.

Attested as a true copy

JOHN F. X. DAVOREN 
Secretary of the Commonwealth
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

R U L E S  A N D  R E G U L A T I O N S  

GOVERNING THE

CONDUCT OF THE GAME OF BEANO

Form ADM-100

MARCH 1972
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CHAPTER 486, ACTS OF 1971

In accordance with the provisions of G.L., C 30-A, and of G.L., 
C. 147, S. 52, “the Commissioner (of Public Safety) may make 
such other rules and regulations for the conduct of the game of 
Beano as he may deem necessary to carry out the provisions of 
this section and section fifty-three.”

The rules and regulations which govern the conduct of Beano 
are set forth on the following pages and encompass those set forth 
by statute with those made by the Commissioner of Public Safety. 
Each section is identified by an official number and it is requested 
that the appropriate number be used as reference in any cor
respondence.

Whoever violates any regulation promulgated by the Com
missioner of Public Safety under this section may be punished by 
a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars.
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE CONDUCT OF BEANO

In accordance with the provisions of G.L., C. 147, S. 52, inserted 
by C. 486, acts of 1971, and pursuant to the provisions of G.L., 
C. 30-A, the Commissioner of Public Safety hereby establishes the 
following rules and regulations for the conduct of the game com
monly called Beano, or substantially the same game under another 
name.

PART 1 GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1.1 Definition of Terms. As used in these rules and 
regulations the following terms shall have the following meanings:

(A) “Regular Beano Game” shall mean a game that is played 
on a card or cards issued to a player upon payment of the ad
mission.

(B) “Extra Regular Cards” shall mean such cards as afford 
additional opportunities to play in all regular games.

(C) “Special Beano Game” shall mean any game which is not a 
“regular” Beano game.

(D) “Occasion” shall mean a single gathering or session at 
which a series of successive Beano games, both regular and special, 
is played not to exceed thirty-five (35) in number.

(E) Gross Receipts” shall mean receipts from the sale of shares, 
tickets, or rights in any manner connected with participation in 
Beano games, the right to participate therein, the sale of supplies 
and all other miscellaneous receipts.

(F) “Governing Body or Municipal Governing Body” shall mean 
the board or body in which the powers of a political subdivsion as 
a body corporate, or other, are vested. Where the “Governing 
Body” or “Municipal Governing Body” has delegated authority to 
an officer or officers, the words “Governing Body” or “Municipal 
Governing Body” shall apply to the officer or officers in respect to 
the powers and duties delegated.
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(G) “Local Licensing Authority” in cities and towns which have 
voted to allow granting of licenses for the operation of Beano shall 
mean in a town, the Board of Selectmen, in a city other than the 
city of Boston, a majority of the City Council and the Mayor, and 
in the city of Boston, the Boston License Board.

(H) “Lawful Purpose” shall mean one or more of the following 
causes, deeds or activities:

(I) Those which shall benefit needy or deserving persons in
definite in number by enhancing their opportunity for religious 
or educational advancement, by relieving them from disease, 
suffering or distress, or by contributing to their physical well 
being, by assisting them in establishing themselves in life as 
worthy and useful citizens, or by increasing their comprehension 
of and devotion to the principles upon which this nation was 
founded and enhancing their loyalty to their government.

(2) Those which shall initiate, perform or foster worthy public 
works or shall enable or further the erection or maintenance of 
public structures.

(3) Those which shall otherwise lessen the burdens borne by 
government or which are voluntarily undertaken by an authorized 
organization to augment or supplement services which government 
would normally render to the people.

(4) The foregoing shall not, however, be construed as author
izing the erection, acquisition, improvement, maintenance or 
repair of any property, real or personal, beyond that portion of 
the use or occupancy thereof which is determined by the Com
missioner or his authorized representative to be devoted for one 
or more of the purposes herein-above set forth.

PART 2 LICENSING

SECTION 2.1 Informatioyi to be furnished.

(A) In addition to the information required to be furnished on 
the application, every organization desiring to conduct Beano may 
be required, by either the local Licensing Authority or by the Com
missioner, to furnish such information as is considered necessary
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to prove that the applicant organization is fully qualified and 
eligible for a Beano license. This information, if so required and 
deemed necessary by the local Licensing Authority and/or the 
Commissioner would include such information as copy or corporate 
structure; statement of purpose; copy of organizational charter; 
and evidence to the Licensing Authority’s satisfaction that the 
organization was in existence for at least five years immediately 
prior to June the first, nineteen hundred and sixty-eight. The appli
cant organization, upon request of either the local Licensing 
Authority or the Commissioner, may be required to furnish a state
ment as to whether the organization has engaged in serving one 
or more of the lawful purposes as defined in the foregoing section 
for a period of at least five years immediately prior to June the 
first, nineteen hundred and sixty-eight. Notwithstanding the above, 
it is the intention of this section that no license application be 
forwarded to the Commissioner for his approval unless and until 
the local Licensing Authority is absolutely certain that the appli
cant organization is fully qualified under the conditions of the 
statute.

(B) Signing of application. The application must be signed as 
follows: If a religious organization or an affiliate thereof by the 
Priest, Pastor or Nun, or the President or Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the Congregation or the Rabbi if a Synagogue or 
Temple; if an organization of Veterans by the Commander; if an 
organization of Volunteer Firemen by the President; if a fraternal 
organization by the duly elected head of the organization; if a 
non-profit organization furnishing public ambulance service, by the 
President or Director. Notwithstanding the above, it is the inten
tion of this section that the legally responsible official of the appli
cant organization shall sign in his representative capacity.

SECTION 2.2 Membership Lists. Every licensee must maintain 
a current membership list which shall be available for inspection 
at all reasonable times. The Commissioner and the local Licensing 
Authority may require any applicant organization to file such 
membership list indicating thereon the current officers and 
directors and file supplementary lists of additions and deletions in 
order to keep the master list up to date, if and when so required.
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PART 3 APPLICATION FOR LICENSE

SECTION 3.1 Form for Application. The application for a 
Beano license shall be made on Form CPS-1 which is hereby 
adopted. The application shall be on the reverse side of the form 
and the license shall be on the front side of the form and is invalid 
until signed by the Commissioner of Public Safety. The Com
missioner shall furnish specimen sample license forms to local 
Licensing Authorities who may reproduce the forms locally or 
obtain them through a commerical printer. If the forms are repro
duced locally they should be clear and legible and will not fade in 
the course of the year in which they remain valid. Both the appli
cation side and the front side of the form must be completely filled 
out and will not be accepted when not signed by the local Licensing 
Authority. All applications submitted to the Department of Public 
Safety must be accompanied by the required fifty dollar fee. All 
approved licenses will be valid for one year, the dates of effective
ness and expiration shall be set forth on the front of the form.

SECTION 3.2 Issuance. Unless specifically requested otherwise 
by the local Licensing Authority, the Commissioner shall return 
approved licenses to the local Licensing Authority for issuance to 
the licensee. In the event that a license application is received and 
there is doubt as to the qualifications and eligibility of the appli
cant organization, the license and fee will be returned to the local 
Licensing Authority so stating and the applicant organization shall 
then be required to furnish proof and evidence of qualification to 
the satisfaction of the Commissioner. Under no circumstances can 
an applicant conduct the game pending approval of license.

SECTION 3.3 Number of Copies Required. Local Licensing 
Authorities must send a minimum of two (2) copies of the appli
cation to the Department of Public Safety for approval as one copy 
shall be retained at the department as a matter of record. Should 
the local Licensing Authority intend to retain a copy of the license 
for their own records, the application should be submitted in 
triplicate. If the local Licensing Authority requires that the local 
Police Chief or Precinct Captain have a copy, the application should 
be submitted in quadruplicate. In the event that a single copy of
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an application is received it shall be returned directly to local 
Licensing Authority together with the license fee. All checks ac
companying license applications shall be made payable to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

SECTION 3.4 Joint Licenses. No joint license for the conduct of 
any game of Beano shall be issued unless approved by the Com
missioner. Under no circumstances shall a joint license be issued 
to two organizations if one of the applicant organizations is not 
qualified under the statute.

SECTION 3.5 Premises Where Beano Is To Be Played. Each 
authorized organization shall be licensed to conduct Beano on only 
one premise during the term of its license. Under no circumstances 
shall Beano be conducted on a premise more often than two evenings 
a week; one evening by the licensee and one evening to a licensed 
lessor who, having qualified for a Beano license, does not have the 
necessary space to conduct Beano. It is the intention of this sec
tion to strictly prohibit so called Beano Halls. No games of Beano 
shall be held in any building which has not been approved by the 
municipal governing body or the State Building Inspector, for 
public assembly as required by law. No fee beyond that which is 
normally charged for rental may be charged and under no circum
stances shall a hall be leased to a licensed organization on a per
centage basis.

PART 4 CONDUCT OF GAMES

SECTION 4.1 Duties of Member in Charge. The officers of every 
authorized organization licensed to conduct Beano shall designate 
a bona fide, active member of the licensee to be in charge of and 
primarily responsible for the conduct of the games of Beano on 
each occasion. The member in charge shall have been a member 
in good standing for at least two years. The member in charge 
shall supervise all activities on the occasion for which he is in 
charge and shall be responsible for the making of the required 
report thereof. The member in charge shall be familiar with the 
provisions of the Beano Licensing Law, the ordinances or local
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laws, the rules and regulations of the Commissioner of Public 
Safety and the terms of the license. He shall be present on the 
premises continually during the occasion.

SECTION 4.2 Posting of List of Beano Workers. Each licensed 
organization must post a list of authorized members who shall work 
as Beano workers. This list must be posted on location where 
Beano is conducted and must be available to representatives of the 
Commissioner, the local Licensing Authority and local law enforce
ment personnel who have been assigned by their chief or precinct 
captain.

SECTION 4.3 Restriction On Participation. No person shall assist 
in the conduct of Beano except an active member of the licensee 
or an active member of an organization which is an auxiliary to 
the licensee.

SECTION 4.4 Identification. The member in charge, those 
assisting him, and the caller shall have proper identification con
taining the name of the organization for which he is working and 
his signature. These individuals must be listed on the list of Beano 
workers as outlined in section 2.2 of these rules and regulations.

SECTION 4.5 Designation of Officer Responsible For Utilization 
of Beano Monies. The officers of a licensee shall designate an officer 
to be in full charge of and primarily responsible for, the proper 
utilization of all monies derived from the conduct of Beano.

SECTION 4.6 Payment of Person Conducting Games; Gifts; 
Donations Prohibited. No commission, salary, compensation, re
ward, recompense, reimbursement of expenses or gift shall be paid 
to any person for conducting or assisting in the conduct of games 
of Beano either directly or indirectly, and one or more signs pro
hibiting tipping shall be prominently displayed in each playing 
area. No person shall solicit or receive any gift or donation on the 
premises during the conduct of an occasion of Beano.

SECTION 4.7 Compensation of Bookkeepers and Accountants. 
Bookkeepers and accountants receiving compensation for their
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services shall not participate or assist in any capacity in the con
duct of the games.

SECTION 4.8 Admission Charge. No more than three dollars or 
less than one dollar shall be charged by any licensee for admission 
to any room or place in which any game or games are to be con
ducted, which admission fee shall entitle the person paying the 
same to a card or cards permitting him to participate without ad
ditional charge, in all regular games of beano to be played under 
such license on such occasion, and no charge in excess of one dollar 
shall be made for a single opportunity to participate in all special 
games to be played under such license on such occasion.

SECTION 4.9 Premises Open To Inspection. The premises where 
any game of beano is conducted, or where it is intended that any 
game of beano shall be conducted or where it is intended that any 
equipment be used shall at all reasonable times, be open to inspec
tion by the commissioner, his authorized representatives, the local 
licensing authority and the officers, agents and employees thereof.

SECTION 4.10 Ownership Of Equipment. The licensee shall not 
conduct any beano game with any equipment which it does not own 
absolutely or for which it pays any consideration. No licensee shall 
agree to purchase its supplies in consideration of receiving the use 
of any equipment, goods or supplies without charge.

SECTION 4.11 Sale Of Beano Cards Without Disclosing Face. 
All regular beano cards, and special game cards must be sold with
out disclosing the face of the card to either the purchaser or the 
seller. Opportunities shall be printed on only one side of the card. 
It is the intention of this section that no player shall be given the 
opportunity to determine the selection of any particular beano card 
on the basis of numbers appearing thereon. Additional cards may 
be sold throughout the occasion and cards may be exchanged when 
the licensee so announces. Again, cards must be exchanged for 
cards without disclosing the face of the card.

SECTION 4.12 Price Of Beano Cards. All opportunities to play, 
admissions, extra regular cards and special game cards shall be



38 SENATE — No. 1927. [Oct.

assigned a specific price, shall be sold for that price only and that 
price shall not be varied during any occasion. All such opportunities 
shall be sold only within the building or place in which beano is 
conducted. A list shall be posted where admissions are sold setting 
forth the specific price of any opportunity or combination of op
portunities. The sale of any opportunity or combination of oppor
tunities at a reduced price or at any price other than posted is 
prohibited.

SECTION 4.13 Kind Of Equipment Used For Games. The equip
ment used in the conduct of beano shall be maintained in good re
pair and sound working condition. The utilization of such equipment 
and the method of play shall be such that each player is afforded 
an equal opportunity to win. The objects or balls to be drawn shall 
be essentially the same as to size, color, shape, weight, balance, and 
all other characteristics so as to be, at all times during the conduct 
of beano, equally agitated and circulated within the receptacle. All 
seventy-five objects or balls shall be present in the receptacle before 
each game is begun. All numbers announced shall be clearly audible 
to all the players present. Where more than one room is used for 
any one game, the receptacle and the caller must be in the room 
where the greatest number of players are present and all numbers 
announced shall be clearly audible to the players in such room and 
also clearly audible to the players in the other room or rooms.

SECTION 4.14 Drawing Of Numbers. The person drawing the 
ball or object shall first show the ball to the players and then call 
the number accurately and audibly to all players present. Once re
moved, no object or ball shall be returned to the receptacle until 
after the conclusion of the game.

SECTION 4.15 Announcement Of Winning Combination Before 
Game. The particular arrangement of numbers required to be cov
ered in order to win the game and the amount of the prize for each 
game shall be clearly and audibly described and announced to the 
players immediately before each game is begun. If a game is di
vided into multiple prizes the winning arrangements and the 
amount of each prize shall be audibly announced to the players 
immediately prior to each multiple game.
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SECTION 4.16 Visibility Of Drawing To The Players. The re
ceptacle and the caller removing the objects or balls from the re
ceptacle shall be visible to the majority of players at all times.

SECTION 4.17 Permissible Winning Combinations. No arrange
ment of numbers shall be required to be covered in order to win a 
game other than the following:

(A) One Unspecified Horizontal Row;
(B) One Unspecified Vertical Row;
(C) One Unspecified Diagonal Row;
(D) One Unspecified Row (Horizontal, Vertical Or Diagonal);
(E) A Specified Arrangement Consisting Of Two Or More Of 

The Foregoing;
(F) The Entire Card;
(G) Four Outside Comers Designated As Top And Bottom 

Spaces Under The Letters “B” And “O”;
(H) Eight Spaces Surrounding The Free Space;
(I) Four Inside Corners Designated As Second And Fourth 

Spaces From The Top Under The Letters “E” And “N”;
(J) Exactly The Same As Indicated Above On Cards Bearing 

Five Letters Other Than “Beano”; e.g., “Bingo”, “Blitz”, 
Etc.

(K) Similar Arrangements In Games Similar To Beano Which 
Use Playing Cards Rather Than Balls Or Objects On a Num
bered Card, Such Games Having First Been Approved By 
The Commissioner.

SECTION 4.18 Bonus Prizes Prohibited. No bonus or additional 
prize shall be awarded on the basis of either a specific arrangement 
of numbers or the type card required to win a game. Nor shall any 
prize be determined on the basis of a specified number of calls, un
less such number is increased by one at each successive occasion 
until the established maximum prize is awarded; on the next follow
ing occasion, the number of calls shall revert to the original number 
of calls.
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SECTION 4.19 Verification Of Numbers Drawn. Any player 
shall be entitled to call for a verification of numbers drawn at the 
time a winner is determined, and for a verification of the objects 
or balls remaining in the receptacle and not yet drawn. The verifi
cation shall be made in the immediate presence of the member in 
charge of the occasion and in the immediate presence of one or 
more disinterested players.

SECTION 4.20 Verification Of Winning Cards. A  verification of 
the numbers appearing on the winning card at the time a winner 
is determined shall be made in the immediate presence of one or 
more disinterested players.

SECTION 4.21 Maximum Number Of Games To Be Played. No 
licensee shall conduct more than thirty-five games on a single 
occasion.

SECTION 4.22 Sale Of Raffle Tickets. Organizations holding a 
valid raffle permit issued by the city or town clerk of their munici
pality may conduct legal raffles during the hours of beano opera
tion. This section does not authorize the sale of tickets or chances 
in lotteries or similar drawings which have been held to be illegal 
by the attorney general.

SECTION 4.23 Maximum Value Of Prizes Offered. No prize shall 
exceed the sum or value of fifty dollars in any single game of beano, 
and the aggregate amount of all prizes offered or given in all games 
played on a single occasion shall not exceed seventeen hundred and 
fifty dollars. It is the intention of this section that the maximum 
value of prizes offered reflect the current statutory limitation.

SECTION 4.24 Merchandise Prizes. When any merchandise prize 
is awarded in a game of beano, its value shall be its cost to the 
licensee, or, if donated, its current retail price. The current retail 
price of merchandise prizes donated to the licensee shall not be re
ported as an expenditure in the financial statement of beano 
operations.

SECTION 4.25 Multiple Winners. When more than one player is
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found to be the winner on the call of the same number in the same 
game, the designated prize shall be equally divided to the nearest 
dollar but not to exceed the amount of the designated prize. When 
equal division of a merchandise prize is not possible, substitute 
prizes whose aggregate value shall not exceed the designated prize 
shall be awarded, but such substitute prizes shall be of equal value.

SECTION 4.26 Varying Value Of Prizes Offered. Within the 
limits heretofore established, the prizes offered may be varied 
depending upon the number of people who attend the occasion. 
If a licensee avails himself to the provisions of this section, it must 
announce at the beginning of the occasion the number of people 
present and the prizes to be awarded. If such option is exercised 
it must apply to all games.

SECTION 4.27 Gifts Prohibited. No licensee shall offer, distribute 
or give any service, thing of value, or opportunity to play beano, 
without charge, except a door prize the value of which shall not 
exceed two hundred dollars.

SECTION 4.28 Admission Charge As Requisite To Participate. 
No person who has not paid the admission charge shall be allowed 
to participate as a player in a game.

SECTION 4.29 Persons Serving Another Licensee Or Participat
ing As Player. No licensee shall permit any person who is conduct
ing or assisting in the conduct of beano to participate as a player 
on the occasion when such person is conducting or assisting in the 
conduct of beano. Individuals serving or working for more than one 
licensee must be an active member of each organization.

SECTION 4.30 Qualifications Of Person Calling Game. No person 
shall act as a caller in the conduct of any game of beano unless he 
is a member in good standing of the licensee conducting such game 
or one of its registered auxiliaries, is of good moral character and 
never been convicted of a crime.

SECTION 4.31 Use Of Net Proceeds. The entire net proceeds of 
all games of beano must be devoted to one or more of the lawful
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purposes as specified in the beano licensing law and in these rules 
and regulations. Persons failing to comply with this section will be 
required to show cause before the commissioner why their right to 
conduct games of beano should not be revoked.

SECTION 4.32 Report Of Net Proceeds. Any organization li
censed to conduct games of beano which does not report net profits 
during any one year period may be required to show cause before 
the commissioner why its license to conduct games of beano should 
not be revoked.

SECTION 4.33 Accommodations To Be Furnished Players. Each 
player must be furnished at no additional charge with a chair and 
a place with sufficient room to be able to play. The area must be 
free of safety hazards with egress properly designated. Under no 
circumstances may the general public be admitted to a building 
which does not have the required occupancy permit.

SECTION 4.34 Sale Of Alcoholic Beverages Prohibited. No Al
coholic beverages shall be sold, dispensed or consumed in that por
tion of any building or premises of the licensee during such time as 
such game is being played.

SECTION 4.35 Hours Of Operation. Beano may be conducted on 
any day of the week except Sunday, the specific day of the week 
must be set forth on the license and the hours of operation are 
restricted to the hours between seven o’clock p.m. and twelve 
o’clock mid-night.

SECTION 4.36 Transportation Of Patrons. No licensee shall pro
vide, by contract or otherwise, for transportation of patrons to or 
from the place where any game of beano is conducted, unless prior 
written authorization is obtained from the commissioner. The ap
plication for this authorization must be in writing and must estab
lish to the satisfaction of the commissioner that the licensee has 
good cause for such request. Any authorization granted by the 
commissioner may be suspended or revoked by the commissioner 
if he determines that there is no further need for this transporta
tion or that the licensee has violated any of the provisions of the 
beano licensing law or these rules and regulations or that in the
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opinion of the commissioner the transportation of patrons to and 
from beano games should no longer be authorized.

SECTION 4.37 Inventory Of Supplies. Each licensee must keep 
accurate records which at all times reveal the number of beano 
cards owned by the licensed organization. In the event that addi
tional cards and/or equipment are purchased by a licensed organi
zation, proof of ownership must be available to representatives of 
the commissioner. All such equipment must be owned and ac
counted for by the licensee and is subject to an inventory by rep
resentatives of the commissioner at any reasonable time. Licensees 
failing to comply with this section will be required to show cause 
before the commissioner why their right to conduct games of beano 
should not be revoked.

SECTION 4.38 Standard Of Conduct Of Games Prescribed. Every 
authorized licensed organization shall so supervise, regulate and 
conduct games of beano in accordance with the beano licensing law 
and these rules and regulations so as to afford and ensure all play
ers an equal opportunity to win and to eliminate any influence 
which has or may have as its purpose the predetermination or se
lection of any winner or winners.

PART 5 REQUIRED REPORTS

SECTION 5.1 Annual Report To Commissioner. Each licensed 
organization must file an annual report with the commissioner in 
such form as he may prescribe, this report shall set forth the re
ligious, charitable or educational disbursements of the preceding 
year. A copy of this report shall also be filed with the local licensing 
authority and shall be a matter of public record. All monies ex
pended for said charitable, religious or educational purposes shall 
be duly and accurately recorded as to specific amounts expended 
and the purposes for which expended. A copy of such records shall 
be filed with the local licensing authority on or before December 
the thirty-first of each year.

SECTION 5.2 Access To Records. The commissioner, the local
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licensing authority of the city or town wherein beano is conducted 
or their duly authorized agents or representatives shall at all times 
have access to said records and books of any licensee for the pur
pose of examining and checking same.

Approved As To Matters Of Form:

ROBERT H. QUINN 
Attorney General

By: TIMOTHY F. O’LEARY
Assistant Attorney General

A True Copy, A ttest:

JOHN F. KEHOE, JR.
Commissioner Of Public Safety

Deposited with the secretary of the commonwealth on March 6, 
1972 in accordance with the provisions of G. L. (Ter. Ed. As 
Amended), 147, S. 52 as inserted by chapter 486, acts of 1971, and 
chapter 30A, section 5.

JOHN F. KEHOE, JR.
Commissioner Of Public Safety
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LICENSING OF A GAME COMMONLY 
CALLED BEANO

SECTION 52. LICENSE; APPLICATION;
ISSUANCE; FEE; REVOCATION, ETC.

Any fraternal organization having chapters or branches in at 
least one other New England state, or any fraternal organization 
organized under the provisions of chapter one hundred and eighty 
and in existence for a minimum of ten years, any religious organi
zation under the control of or affiliated with an established church 
of the commonwealth and any veterans’ organization incorporated 
or chartered by the Congress of the United States or listed in 
clause (12) of section five of chapter forty, any volunteer, non
profit fire company or similar organization furnishing public fire 
protection, any voluntary association for promotion of the interests 
of retarded children, the Boston Firemen’s Relief Fund, any vol
unteer, nonprofit organization furnishing a public ambulance ser
vice, and nonprofit athletic associations, desiring to operate or 
conduct the game commonly called beano, or substantially the 
same game under another name, in connection with which prizes 
are offered to be won by chance, may upon application to the Com
missioner be granted a license to conduct said game in a city or 
town which has voted to allow granting of licenses for the opera
tion, holding or conducting of said game therein; provided, that the 
application of such organization is in the case of a city, other than 
the city of Boston, approved by the majority of the city council 
and approved by the mayor, in a town by the board of selectmen, 
and in the city of Boston by the licensing board for said city; and 
provided further that such organization has been in existence for 
at least five years immediately prior to June the first, nineteen 
hundred and sixty-eight.

The fee for such license shall by fifty dollars per annum. The 
proceeds of said fees shall be paid into the treasury of the 
commonwealth.

Such license may be revoked at the discretion of the commission
er and shall be suspended or revoked upon written request to the



1973.] SENATE — No. 1927. 47

commissioner by the city or town approving authority as set forth 
above in this section. The action of the commissioner in suspending 
or revoking a license shall be final, and the licensee shall not have 
a right of appeal.

Each license shall limit the playing of said game to the hours 
between seven o’clock postmeridian and twelve o’clock midnight. 
Each such organization licensed hereunder shall be limited to con
ducting said games to one night, other than Sunday, in each calen
dar week, and said night shall be set forth in the license.

No licensee shall give a prize which exceeds fifty dollars in value, 
either in cash or merchandise.

No alcoholic beverages shall be sold, dispensed or consumed in 
that portion of any building or premises of the licensee during the 
hours such game is being conducted.

No person under eighteen years of age shall be permitted in that 
portion of any building or premises of the licensee during such 
time as such game is being played.

No game shall be advertised or publicized by sign or billboard 
beyond the city or town limits covered by each license.

Any organization licensed under this section to conduct said game 
shall operate, manage and control said game by members of the 
local branch of said organization who have been such members for 
at least two years. Whoever, not being a member of such organiza
tion, operates said game under a license issued to such organization 
shall be punished by a fine of one thousand dollars and by impris
onment for not more than one year.

If an organization licensed to conduct beano fails to exercise ex
clusive control and management of said game, or fails to have one 
of its members in good standing in full control and management 
of the game at all times during its operation, it shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars.

The profits of any game licensed to be conducted under this sec
tion shall be the property of the organization conducting said game, 
and shall be used for charitable, religious or educational purposes, 
and shall not be distributed to the members of such organization.
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No person shall be entitled to a percentage of any money received 
as a result of conducting said game.

Accurate records and books shall be kept by each licensee show
ing the total amount of all monies deposited by people who played, 
attended or participated in said games, the expenses incurred and 
the name and address of each person receiving said money. A sep
arate checking account shall be kept of receipts and expenditures of 
beano and money for expenses shall be withdrawn only by checks 
having preprinted consecutive numbers and made payable to a 
specific person or corporation and at no time shall a check be made 
payable to cash, Proceeds from beano shall be kept in a separate 
bank account and the organization shall file an annual report in 
January of the charitable, religious or educational disbursements 
of the preceding year with the commissioner of public safety and 
the mayor and council or selectmen in such form as the commis
sioner may prescribe. Such annual report shall be a public record. 
All monies expended for said charitable, religious or educational 
purposes shall be duly and accurately recorded as to specific amounts 
expended and the purposes for which expended. A copy of such rec
ords shall be filed with the local licensing authority on or before 
December the thirty-first of each year. The commissioner, the ap
proving authority of the city or town wherein said game is con
ducted, or their duly authorized agents or representatives, shall at 
all times have access to said records and books of any licensee for 
the purpose of examining and checking the same.

The commissioner may make such other rules and regulations 
for the conduct of said game as he may deem necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this section fifty-three.

The commissioner of public safety shall on or before March the 
first file a report with the clerk of the house of representatives and 
the clerk of the senate showing the cities and towns which have 
licenses issued therein, the number of licenses by categories of or
ganizations, the revenue received from these licenses, and such 
other information as he may deem relevant, together with his 
recommendations for any legislation he may deem appropriate. 
Whoever violates any regulation promulgated by the commissioner 
of public safety under this section may be punished by a fine not ex
ceeding one thousand dollars.
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SECTION 53. REPORT OF GROSS 
RECEIPTS; TAX.

Any organization operating or conducting a game under section 
fifty-two shall file a return with the commissioner of corporations 
and taxation, on a form prepared by him and approved by the state 
tax commission, within ten days after such game is held or within 
such further time as said commissioner of corporations and taxa
tion may allow, and shall pay therewith a tax of ten per cent of 
the gross receipts derived from such game. Such return shall in
clude the names and addresses of all persons receiving prizes over 
twenty-five dollars in such game, and the amount of each such 
prize. All such returns and the amounts of all such payments shall 
be public records.

The provisions of chapter sixty-two relative to the assessment, 
collection, payment, abatement, verification and administration of 
taxes, including penalties, shall, so far as pertinent, apply to the 
tax imposed by this section. Every officer, employee or member of 
an organization which fails to pay any sums required by this sec
tion to be paid shall be personally and individually liable therefor to 
the commonwealth. All sums received by said commissioner from 
the tax imposed by this section as taxes, interest thereon, fees, 
penalties, forfeitures, costs of suits or fines, less all amounts re
funded thereon, together with any interest or costs paid on ac
count of such refunds, shall be paid into the treasury of the com
monwealth.

SECTION 54. PENALTY.

Whoever violates any provision of sections fifty-two and fifty- 
three the punishment for which is not otherwise provided, and 
whoever submits false information on any application, report or 
return required by any provision of said sections, shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or by imprison
ment in the house of correction for not more than one year, or 
both.
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SECTION 55. PROCEEDS, DISTRIBUTION 
TO CITIES AND TOWNS

The state treasurer, upon certification of the state tax commis
sion, shall annually distribute to each of the cities and towns in 
which any game has been licensed, operated or conducted under 
section fifty-two during the preceding calendar year the following 
amounts:

(a) An amount equal to one-half of the proceeds of all license 
fees received under said section fifty-two during such year by rea
son of any game or games to be operated or conducted in such 
city or town; and

(b) An amount equal to one-half of all sums received under sec
tion fifty-three during such year as taxes, by reason of any game 
or games operated or conducted in such city or town.
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T H E  C O M M O N W E A L T H  O F  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  LICENSE
FEE

PER ANNUM
...................................................  *50.00

city  or town

.19

To The COMMISSIONER OP PUBLIC SAFETY 
1010 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Mass.

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE TO CONDUCT A GAME 
COMMONLY CALLED BEANO 

UNDER CHAPTER 486, ACTS OF 1971, SECTION 52

Name and Address of Fraternal, Religious, Veterans, or Volunteer Nonprofit Organization:

Officers or members of organization responsible for the operation of the game called Beano: 

Name Residence Address

1 .

2

3.

EVIDENCE OF QUALIFICATION FOR LICENSE 

We certify that the following statements are tru e :
□  (A) That the organization named on this application is qualified to apply for a license and has been in

existence a t least five years prior to June 1, 1968,
□  (B) That the profits shall be used for charitable, religious or educational purposes,

(C) We are a
□  Fraternal or fraternal benefit society; or,

Church or religious organization; or,
Q  Veterans organization chartered by the Congress of the United States or included in Clause (12)

of Section Five of Chapter 40 of the General Laws; or,
0  Volunteer nonprofit fire company or similar organization furnishing a public ambulance service.

(s ig n a tu re  of au thorized  officer or m em ber o f the o rganization)

TH E ABOVE APPLICATION IS C ER TIFIE D  TO BE IN 
CONFORMITY W ITH  CHAPTER 486, ACTS OF 1971

B oard or S e l e c t m e n  or C it y  C o u n c il

Dated ................................................. 19

Mayor
The applicant (is) (is not) qualified for license to conduct 
a game called Beano under the provisions of Chapter 486, 
Acts of 971.

T h is  F orm A pproved  by t h e  Co m m issio n er  o f  P u b l ic  S a fety
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Oilir (Hommmunralth of JEaasarfyitsftta
Department of Public Safety

(city or town)
Type of Organization

Religious ( )
Veteran ( )
Fraternal ( )
Other (specify) ( )

ANNUAL REPORTS (LOCAL AND STATE) (OF BEANO
GAMES HELD. (C. 486, Acts of 1971) Date:

A Report Furnishing Information Required Herein Must Be Filed
On This or Similar Form Annually To:

(a) The Local Licensing Authority (Not Later Than December 31st).
(b) To the Commissioner of Public Safety, Not later than January 31st).

Name and address of Licensed Organization:

Expiration Date of License:_______________ License No..
Number of Beano Occasions Held:_________
Amount of Money Received: (Gross) ......................................  $
Expenses Connected with Beano Games Conducted: ........... $
Net Proceeds: .................................................................................... $
For What Purposes Were Proceeds Used? List each Charitable, Religious 
and/or Educational Purpose Separately and Show Amount Giver. Each:

..................................................................................................... $ ....................
..................................................................................................... $....................
...................................................................................................... $....................
Names and Addresses of Winners Receiving Prizes Over $25.00:

(Attach Additional Pages as Necessary)

We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that this report is true and complete.
1............................................................................
2...................................................................................
3............................................................................................

Signature of Authorized Officer 
or Member of Organization
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tShr (Eomnuntutraltb of fHasaarfyiusetts
Department of Public Safety

BEANO LICENSE BUREAU 
1010 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02215

TO: LOCAL LICENSING AUTHORITY

1. The enclosed BEANO License application is being returned herewith 
without approval for the following reason(s):

□  Application has not been signed by licensee;

□  Front of license has not been completed;

□  Licensee has not indicated the evening of the 
week on which the game is to be conducted;

□  Application has not been approved by the local 
licensing authority as defined in C. 147, S. 52;

□  License fee was not submitted; (or) license fee 
submitted was incorrect;

□  Organization does not meet the statutory eligibility 
requirements; (if application is resubmitted it must 
be accompanied by conclusive proof of eligibility),

□  Application was submitted in single copy; application 
must be submitted in duplicate (minimum number of copies 
required)

□  Other:

BEANO LICENSE BUREAU






