
HOUSE No. 3

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
LEVERETT SALTONSTALL BUILDING, GOVERNMENT CENTER
100 CAMBRIDGE STREET, BOSTON 02202, NOVEMBER 6, 1973

The Honorable John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth,

State House, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Mr. Secretary: In accordance with the provisions of Sec-
tion 33 of Chapter 30 of the General Laws as amended, recom-
mendations for legislation are submitted herewith, together with a
draft of the bills embodying the legislation recommended. The forms
thereof have been approved by the House Counsel.

Very truly yours

NATHAN CHANDLER
Commissioner

1. AN ACT RELATIVE TO REIMBURSEMENT TO INSPECTORS OF ANI-
MALS.

Section 17 of Chapter 129 of the General Laws calls for a reim-
bursement by the Commonwealth of one half the compensation paid
by any town to its animal inspector. This reimbursement is only
available to towns having a valuation of less than two and one half
million dollars. We are recommending that this provision be deleted
for the following reasons:

1. The reimbursement to towns for this purpose appears to have
no effect on the town-state program of animal inspection.

2. The number of towns eligible to receive this aid is declining.
There were 122 in 1962. This number was nearly halved by 1973,
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with 67 still on the list. Seven of these eligible towns did not bother
to tile a claim in 1973. If the equalized valuations of cities and towns
as developed by the Department of Corporations and Taxation were
used as a basis for distribution, only six towns would receive money.

3. The reimbursements are very small. All but three are in the
range of $5.00 to $50.00. The cost of paper work involved in distri-
buting this aid would seem to greatly outweigh the value to the
animal inspection program.

2. AN ACT REGULATING PULLING CONTESTS AT AGRICULTURAL
FAIRS.

Because of incidents that have occurred in recent years, it is evi-
dent that in some instances drugs have been administered to animals
prior to participation in pulling contests at agricultural fairs. Re-
cently, in a neighboring state, during the course of a pulling contest,
a team of horses while awaiting their turn crashed through a fence
and injured several spectators.

The use of drugs is cruel to the animals, is unfair to competitors
who do not use drugs, and is dangerous to the public.


