
No. 263HOUSE
By Messrs. Rourke of Lowell and O’Neill of Cambridge, petition

of Raymond F. Rourke, Thomas P. O’Neill 111 and George L. Sacco,
Jr., that the Electric Power Facilities Siting Council be authorized to
investigate the commercial feasibility of a fifty megawatt magneto-
hydrodynamics unit power plant. Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four

An Act relative to authorizing the siting council to
INVESTIGATE THE COMMERCIAL FEASIBILITY OF A 50 MEGAWATT
MAGNETOHYDRODYNAMICS UNIT POWER PLANT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled , and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Declaration of Policy An abundant supply of
2 electric energy at low cost with minimal adverse environmental
3 effects is hereby declared to be in the general public interest.
4 Moreover, the people of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
5 recognizing that increased demands for electric energy could
6 result in serious power shortages in the future, do hereby declare
7 that is the policy of the state: (a) to insure that electric energy
8 shall be made available without widespread interruption to the
9 users at the lowest possible cost; and (b) to encourage the

10 development of and promote the use of new technology that
1 1 satisfies the requirements as enumerated above.

®(jc Commontoealtf) of iflagsadnisetts:

1 SECTION 2. Magnetohydrodynamics (MHD) The Electric
2 Power Facilities Siting Council established by Chapter 1232 of
3 the Acts of 1973 is hereby authorized to investigate the
4 commercial feasibility of a 50 megawatt commercial unit. MHD
5 is a process, simple in concept, whereby thermal energy is
6 converted into electrical energy by passing a hot ionized gas
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across a magnetic field. Its advantages over existing power
generating facilities are; (a) its high thermal efficiency; (b)
minimal air pollution; and (c) no radioactive waste.

SECTION 3. Cost-Based on an estimated cost of two
hundred dollars a kilowatt, a fifty megawatt MHD facility could
be built for ten million dollars. Subject to the conditions and
limitations provided in Chapter 0000 of the Acts of 1973, the
Siting Council is authorized and directed to seek the necessary
funds to conduct a feasibility study relative to the construction
of a fifty megawatt MHD facility.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage


