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he Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four

An At reimbursing householders for extraordinary

PROPERTY TAX BURDENS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after
hapter 59 the following chapte

Section 1. Definitions. As used in this act:
f 1) “Income” means the sum of federal adjusted gro

defined in the Internal Revenue Code of the United States, the
t of capital gains excluded from adjusted gross income

able str
d relief not including relief granted under this

t
f retirement benefits, all payments received under the

State unemployment insurance laws
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47 (6) “Rent constituting property taxes accrued” means twenty
48 percent of the gross rent actually paid in cash or its equivalent in
49 any calendar year by a claimant and his household solely for the
50 right of occupany of their commonwealth dwelling in th
5] calendar year, and which rent constitutes the basis, in th

ceedina calendar year, of a claim for relief under this act by

the claimant
54 (7) “Gross rent” means rental paid solely for (he right of
55 occupancy of dwelling, exclusive of charges for any utilities,
56 services, furniture, furnishings or personal property appliances
57 furnished by the landlord as a part of the rental agreement,
58 whether or not expressly set out in the rental agreement. If the
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45 commission and his decision shall be fina
45 unable to agree, the matter shall be referred to the ta
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landlord and tenant have not dealt with each other at arms-
length, and the tax commissioner is satisfied that the gross rent
charged was excessive, he may adjust the gross rent to a
reasonable amount for purposes of this act.

(8) “Property taxes accrued” means property taxes exclusive
of special assessments, delinquent interest, and charges for
service levied on a claimant’s dwelling in this commonwealth in
nineteen hundred and seventy-three or any calendar year there-
after. If a dwelling is owned by two or more persons or entities
as joint tenants or tenants in common, and one or more
persons or entities are not a member of claimant’s household,
“property taxes accrued” is that part of property taxes levied
on the dwellings which reflects the ownership percentage of the
claimant and his household. For purposes of this paragrpah
property taxes are “levied” when the tax roll is delivered to
the local tax collector for collection. If a claimant and spouse
own their homestead part of the preceding calendar year and
rent it or a different dwelling for part of the same year,
“property taxes accrued” means only taxes levied on the dwell-
ing when both owned and occupied by the claimant at the
time of the levy, multiplied by the percentage of twelve
months that such property was owned and occupied by the
household as its dwelling during the preceding year. When a
household owns and occupies two or more different dwellings
in this State in the same calendar year, property taxes accrued
shall relate only to that property occupied by the household as
a dwelling on the levy date. If a dwelling is an integral part of
a larger unit such as a farm, or a multi-purpose or multi-
dwelling building, property taxes accrued shall be that per-
centage of the total property taxes accrued as the value of the
dwelling is of the total value. For purposes of this paragraph
“unit” refers to the parcel of property covered by a single tax
statement of which the dwelling is a part.
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Section 10. Audit of Claim, If on the audit of any claim
filed under this act the tax commission determines the
amount to have been incorrectly determined, he shall re-
determine the claim and notify the claimant of the redeter-
mination and his reasons for it. The redetermination shall be
final unless appealed within 30 days of notice.

Section 11. Denial of Claim. If it is determined that a claim
is excessive and was filed with fraudulent intent, the claim shall
be disallowed in full, and, if the claim has been paid or a credit
has been allowed against income taxes otherwise payable, the
credit shall be canceled and the amount paid may be recovered
by assessment as income taxes arc assessed and the assessment
shall bear interest from the dale of payment or credit of the
claim, until refunded or paid, at the rate of one percent per
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The claimant in such case, and any person who assisted
86 in the preparation or filing of such excessive claim or supplied
87 information upon which such excessive claim was prepared,
88 with fraudulent intent, is guilty of a misdemeanor. If it is
89 determined that a claim is excessive and was negligently
90 prepared, ten percent of the corrected claim shall be disallowed,
91 and if the claim has been paid or credited against income taxes
92 otherwise payable, the credit shall be reduced or canceled, and,
93 and the proper portion of any amount paid shall be similarly^
94 recovered by assessment as income taxes are assessed and the^
95 assessment shall bear interest at one percent per month from
96 the date of payment until refunded or paid.

Section 12. Rental Determination. If a dwelling is rented by
person from another person under circumstances deemed by

the tax commission equitable, he may determine rent constitu
ting property taxes accrued as at arms-length, and, for purpose00

01 of this act. such determination shall be final.
02 Section 13. Appeals. Any person aggrieved by the denial in
03 whole or in part of relief claimed under this act, except when
04 the denial is based upon late filing of claim for relief or is
05 based upon a redetermination of rent constituting property

tably may appeal the denial to the ap06 taxes ace
07 propriatc state agency by filing a petition within 30 days after
08 such deni
)9 Section 14. Public Welfare Recipients Excluded. No claim

for relief under this act shall be allowed to any person who is a10

recipient of public funds for the payment of the taxes or rent
during the period for which the claim is filed.

Section 15. Disallowance of Certain Claims. A claim shall be
disallowed, if the department finds that the claimant received
title to his dwelling primarily for the purpose of receiving
benefits under this act.

ion 16. Extension of Time for Filing Claims. In case olovmun ju, tJA luridiun uj I irnu jur ruing in caau

;ickness, absence, or other disability, or if, in his judgement,
nv 1 fn fVi n fo v mTi; Pvfpfl H fAT O nO t*l HMtax commission may extend for a period

filing a cltinix mo
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