
HOUSE No. 2910
By Mr. Flaherty of Cambridge, petition of Charles F. Flaherty, Jr.,

relative to establishing uniform procedures for the suspension or
expulsion of public school students. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

An Act establishing uniform procedures for the suspension

or expulsion of public school students.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 76 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 section seventeen and putting in its place the following new
3 section:
4 Section 17. Every child, whether more or less than sixteen
5 years of age, shall have the right to attend public school in the
6 city, town, or other school district in which the child resides,
7 subject to such reasonable rules and regulations as to academic
8 performance and good conduct as each school committee shall
9 make pursuant to standards and procedures established by the

10 state board of education. Such rules and regulations shall specify
11 in detail the conduct which is punishable by suspension or
12 expulsion and the duration of suspension for each offense. No
13 student shall be suspended or expelled from public school except
14 as provided in this section. For the purposes of this section, the
15 term student shall mean those persons attending public middle,
16 junior and senior high schools in the commonwealth.
17 There shall be established in each school subject to this
18 section, a panel of three persons, hereinafter called the hearing
19 panel, to conduct hearings in accordance with this section on
20 three-day suspensions, suspensions for more than three days and
21 expulsions for the balance of the school year. Such panel shall
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consist of one teacher elected by the teaching faculty of such
school, one student elected by the students of such school and
one parent designated by the school committee.
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The principal or administrator of a public school may suspend
any student for no more than three school days in the aggregate
where the conduct of the student as determined by the principal,
administrator or his designee presents an emergency situation and
a clear and immediate threat to the physical safety of students or
school personnel, provided that such principal, administrator or
designee shall promptly notify the parent or guardian of such
student in writing or orally followed by a writing, of the effective
dates of and detailed reasons for such suspension and of the
student’s right to a hearing before a hearing panel. Such hearing
shall be held no later than the fifth school day following such
suspension and in accordance with the provisions of this section.
The student may waive or postpone such hearing, but in no case
shall such hearing be postponed beyond seven school days
following the date of commencement of such suspension unless a
physician presents to the school written certification that the
student is unable to attend and the reasons therefor. At such
hearing the principal may request consideration by the panel of a
subsequent suspension of more than three days or an expulsion
for the balance of the school year provided that the procedures
for such further action are complied with in accordance with this
section. Unless otherwise requested by the student, such deter-
mination shall be made by the hearing panel at the same time as
the hearing on the emergency suspension. In no case, shall such
further action be greater than that recommended by the school
principal or administrator.
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Subsequent to an investigation of the circumstances surround-
ing a student’s conduct and a determination that such conduct
cannot be handled through counseling, a principal or ad-
ministrator of any public school may suspend a student for more
than three days if a hearing panel finds his behavior so disruptive
as to make his temporary removal from school necessary to
preserve the right of other students to pursue an education, and
may expell a student for the balance of the school year if both a
hearing panel, and the school committee find beyond a reason-
able doubt that the student’s behavior is so disruptive and of
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61 such a frequent and repetitive character that his removal from
62 school is necessary to protect the physical safety of others or to
63 preserve the right of other students to pursue an education. No
64 expulsion shall last longer than the balance of the school year
65 and the principal or administrator shall no less than sixty days
66 before the end of the expulsion, notify the student and his
67 parent or guardian of the student’s right to return to school and

the date thereof. When the principal or administrator proposes a
69 suspension of more than three days or an expulsion, he shall
70 notify the student, his parent or guardian at least five school days
71 prior to a hearing before a hearing panel, of the detailed reasons
72 for the proposed action, of the time and place of such hearing,
73 and of their right to present written and oral testimony, to be
74 represented by legal counsel and to call and examine witnesses.
75 The hearing panel shall determine whether the student has
76 committed the offense with which he is charged, whether such
77 offense violates the published rules and regulations of the school
78 committee, whether the student had reasonable notice that his
79 conduct violated such rules and regulations, and whether the
80 matter can be handled by counseling.
81 No later than three school days following the hearing, the
82 student and his parent or guardian shall be notified in writing of
83 the decision of the hearing panel, the detailed reasons and
84 effective dates thereof, the students right to appeal to the school
85 committee, the procedures which shall be followed, and the
86 student’s right to return to school pending such appeal.
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