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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives!

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the
Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. House
Bill No. 1145 entitled "RESOLVE PROVIDING FOR AN INVESTIGATION
AND STUDY BY THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
AUTHORIZING SAID COMMISSION TO CONSTRUCT, MAINTAIN AND OPERATE
A DAM ACROSS THE NEPONSET RIVER."

In 1972 the Department of Natural Resources and the Met-
ropolitan District Commission were authorized and directed (Re-
solves, c. 51) to study the feasibility of reconstructing the
Neponset River Dam. The Report to the General Court indicated
that "it is not feasible, or prudent, or necessary, to reconstruct
the dam at the Dorchester Lower Mills at this time. .

This Resolve would authorize and direct the Metropolitan
District Commission to make an investigation and study “relative
to authorizing said commission to construct, maintain, and operate
a dam across the river." In addition, it would authorize the
Commission to spend s3oopoo.
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1 question the need to direct that this study be made, so
soon after a similar one has been conducted. I am also concerned
that the expenditure authorization in this Resolve is not keyed
to any source of funds, and doubt that this largo amount is required
since less than two years have elapsed since the 1972 study.

In order that the Commission may undertake this study only
if it believes, as a result of any new evidence and considerations,
that it wjuld be worthwhile, I am returning this Resolve with the
recommendation that the words "and directed" be deleted. If any
study is undertaken, it would bo primarily a review of the material
accumulated and determinations made in 1972. Thus, I am recom-
mending that the authorization of the expenditure of funds also
be removed. Ido not beieve it to be appropriate to mandate the
diversion of staff and funds from the many vital high priority
projects for which the Metropolitan District commission is now
responsible.
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X therefore recommend that the engrossed Resolve, House
Bill No. 1145, be amended as follows s-

By striking out the first two sentences and inserting in
place thereof the following sentence

RESOLVED, That the metropolitan district commission is
hereby authorized to make an investigation and study relative
to authorizing said commission to construct, maintain and operate

dam across the Neponset river.

Respectfully submitted,
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Governor
Commonwealth of Massachusetts


