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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the
Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. House
Bill No. 6160 entitled "AN ACT RELATIVE TO REPAIR OF HIGHWAYS AND
TOWN WAYS."

This legislation would revise G.L. c. 84 s. 1 to require
that cities and towns keep railroad crossings, as well as highways
and town ways, in repair. Municipalities would be required to
obtain approval of such repairs from the Department of Public
Works and shall thereafter ".

. .be reimbursed by the commonwealth
from monies appropriated by the commonwealth and the federal
government to defray expenses of such repairs

In advising me that lie supports the concept embodied in this
bill, the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works also
expressed his belief that the language providing for reimbursement
to the municipalities should be made more precise. It is not
entirely clear whether the money for reimbursement may only be
drawn from funds appropriated for this purpose; or, whether it is
to be paid from any funds appropriated for a variety of safety
repairs. If the latter interpretation were to prevail, the Commis-
sioner has informed me that such unanticipated expenditures could
severely disrupt the carefully controlled balances in certain accounts
and could seriously jeopardise the Commonwealth's ability to meet
the obligations for which those funds were appropriated and to have
sufficient reserves to fully qualify for federal matching fund
programs.

In order to eliminate this ambiguity, I recommend that House
No. 6160 be amended as follows

By striking out, in the engrossed bill, the third sentence,
and Inserting in place thereof the followingi-

Upon receipt of such approval, the city or town shall be
reimbursed by the commonwealth from monies which may be appropriated
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therefore by the commonwealth and the federal government to defray

expenses of such repairs for safety programming.

Respectfully submitted.

Governor |P)|
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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