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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON August 1, 1974

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives.

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill 5800
entitled “AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY TREASURER
OF ESSEX COUNTY TO PAY CERTAIN UNPAID BILLS.”

Legislation of this type customarily includes certain procedural
safeguards which are not present in this bill. I believe it would be
better if these provisions were added to this bill.

I am, therefore, returning this bill with the recommendation that
it be amended as follows:

By striking out in lines 5 and 6 of the engrossed bill the words “on
file in the office of” and inserting in place thereof the following: -

approved by
and by striking out SECTION 2 of said bill and inserting in place

thereof the following:
SECTION 2. No bill shall be approved by the county commis-

sioners of said county or paid by said county treasurer under
authority of this act unless and until a certificate has been signed and
filed with said treasurer stating under the penalties of perjury that
the goods and services for which said bill was submitted were ordered
by an official or an employee of said county and that such goods

;«Avere delivered and actually received by said counU oi that such
were rendered to said county, or both.

SECTION 3. Any person who knowingly files a certificate
required by section two, which is false, and who thereby receives
payment for goods or services which were not received by or
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rendered to said county shall be punished by imprisonment for not
more than one year or by a fine of not more than three hundred
dollars, or both.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor.


