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By Mr. Rogers, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 240) of Ihe
Massachusetts Association of Vocational Administrators, by Mary E.
Cronin, president and George Rogers for legislation to provide for the
governance of vocational education in the Commonwealth and establish-
ing the committee on vocational and technical education. Education.
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An Act providing for the governance of vocational education
IN THE COMMONWEALTH AND ESTABLISHING THE COMMITTEE ON
VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 15 is fur-
-2 ther amended by making additions to and deletions from exist-
3 ing sections one E, one F, one G, one H and twenty-seven.
4 Chapiter 15 Section IE is amended to read as follows:
5 There shall be in the department a board of education, con-
-6 sisting of the chairman of the student advisory council estab-
-7 lished under this section, the chancellor of the board of higher
8 education, the director of research of the advisory council on
9 education and the chairman of the committee on vocational

10 and technical education, ex officis . . . (the remainder of the
11 first sentence and remaining paragraphs remain unchanged).
12 Chapter 15 Section IF is hereby further amended by the
13 following deletions and additions:
14 Paragraph 1. The first sentence remains intact with the
15 second sentence amended to read; He shall be the secretary
16 to the board, its chief officer and the chief state school officer
17 for elementary and secondary education exclusive of voca-
-18 tional and technical education.
19 Paragraph 2. The fourth sentence is amended to read:
20 The person appointed associate commissioner for the division
21 in the area of curriculum and instruction shall have had ex-
-22 perience and background in all major curricula and the person
23 appointed associate commissioner for the division of special
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24 education shall have had experience and background in special
25 education.
26 The second sentence is hereby deleted and inserted in place
27 thereof the following sentence; the board shall unless otherwise
28 provided for herein, by a majority vote of all its members, ap-
-29 point the associate commissioners and shall establish their
30 salaries.
31 Paragraph 3. The second sentence is hereby deleted. The
32 fifth sentence is hereby amended and reads as follows: There
33 shall be established in the division of educational personnel a
34 bureau for certification of educational personnel, exclusive of
35 vocational and technical education personnel . . . (the re-
36 mainder of the sentence remains intact).
37 The remainder of section IF from paragraph four to the end
38 is specifically repealed and in place thereof shall be inserted
39 the following paragraphs:
40 The division of occupational education shall be under the de-
41 partment of education, but not subject to the control or super-
42 vision of the board of education or any other board but shall
43 be directly responsible to the committee on vocational and
44 technical education, hereafter referred to as the committee.
45 The committee shall consist of the chairman of the student
46 advisory council established under section one E, the chancel-
47 lor of the board of higher education, the commissioner of edu-
48 cation and the president of the board of regional community
49 colleges, ex officiis, and eleven other members, residents of the
50 commonwealth, to be appointed by the governor, one of whom
51 shall be a member having experiences in in-house skill train-
52 ing in industry or labor, one of whom shall be a member hav-
53 ing experience in vocational teaching training, one of whom
54 shall be a member having experience in and knowledge of the
55 needs of industry, one of whom shall be a member having ex-
56 perience in and knowledge of the needs of disadvantaged and
57 handicapped students, one of whom shall be a member having
58 experience in and knowledge of the needs of labor, one of
59 whom shall be a member having experience in and knowledge
60 of the needs of industry, one of whom shall be a member hav-
61 ing experience in and knowledge of the needs of disadvantaged
62 and handicapped students, one of whom shall be a member
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63 having experience in and knowledge of the needs of labor, one
64 of whom shall be a member having experience in and fam-
-65 iliarity with the needs of post-secondary students, one of
66 whom shall be a member who is a specialist in manpower de-
-67 mand and analysis, and at least two of whom shall be women.
68 Said ex officiis members shall have no vote. Of the members
69 of the board who are first appointed under the authority of
70 this act, two shall be appointed by the governor for terms of
71 one year, two for terms of two years, two for terms of three
72 years, two for terms of four years, and three for terms of five
73 years. Upon the expiration of the term of office of an ap-
-74 pointive member of the committee, a successor shall be ap-
-75 pointed for a term of five years. No person shall be appointed
76 to serve more than two full terms. Prior service on said com-
-77 mittee for a term of less than three years resulting from an
78 initial appointment or an appointment for the remainder of an
79 unexpired term, shall not be counted as a full term. If a mem-
-80 ber is absent from any four regularly scheduled monthly meet-
-81 ings, exclusive of July and August, in any calendar year, his
82 office as a member of the committee shall be deemed vacant.
83 The chairman of the committee shall forthwith notify the gov-
-84 ernor that such vacancy exists.
85 The members of the committee shall be reimbursed for their
86 necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.
87 The committee by a majority vote of its voting members shall
88 elect its own chairman from among such voting members.
89 The committee shall meet regularly each month except that
90 the chairman, with the board approval, may omit meetings in
91 July and August, and the chairman may call additional meet-
-92 ings at other times.
93 Director of Vocational and Technical Education; Bureaus,
94 Offices, etc.; Associate Directors.
95 The committee shall, by a two-thirds vote of all its voting
96 members, appoint the associate commissioner of occupational
97 education and may, in its discretion, by a majority vote of all
98 its voting members, remove him. He shall be the secretary of
99 the committee its chief executive officer and shall function as

100 the chief state school officer for vocational and technical edu-
-101 cation. He shall receive such salary, not exceeding thirty-six
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thousand dollars, as the committee may determine, and sub-
ject to appropriation, such other prerequisites as the board
may approve. The committee shall establish six bureaus in
the following areas:

±oz
103
104
105
106 (a) administrative services and personnel, (b) fire train-

ing, (c) post-secondary education, (d) secondary education
and program services, (e) special needs and (f) program de-
velopment.

107
108
109
110 Each bureau shall be headed by an associate director. The

committee shall by a majority vote of all its voting members,
appoint the associate directors, and establish their salaries.
The committee shall appoint such associate directors from lists
submitted by the associate commissioner, who shall nominate
three candidates, ranked according to his preference for each
said office to be filled.

11l
112
113
114
115
116

Each bureau shall be divided into appropriate offices or sec-
tions, each to be headed by an office coordinator and having
such staff, including professional help and consultants, as may
be required.

117
118
119
120

Duties and Purposes of the committee of vocational and
technical education.

121
122

The committee shall be the sole state agency responsible for
the administration and vocational and technical education, and
the supervision of the administration thereof by local educa-
tional agencies and all other agencies in the commonwealth.
And pursuant to the federal vocational act shall also be known
as the committee of vocational and technical education.

123
124
125
126
127
128

For the purposes of this section the term local educational
agency shall mean any agency, which has administrative con-
trol and direction of a vocational education program funded in
whole or in part by federal funds.

129
130
131
132

The committee shall be charged with the responsibility of
coordinating, promoting, approving, and establishing voca-
tional, technical and manpower education training and retrain-
ing within the commonwealth. The committee shall also be
charged with the following duties:

133
134
135
136
137

(1) To formulate policy and promulgate regulations for the
administration, implementation and supervision of the state
plan for the administration of vocational education.

138
139
140
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141 (2) To review, evaluate and approve or reject all applica-
-142 tions for all federal (vocational education act) and state (chap-
-143 ter 74) funds for vocational and technical education.
144 (3) To provide for the implementation of acceptable re-
-145 search and development which would improve, promote and
146 provide for the expansion of occupational education in the
147 commonwealth.
148 (4) To be responsible for the implementation of new pro-
-149 grams throughout the commonwealth.
150 (5) To disseminate the findings of the advisory council for
151 vocational and technical education concerning the evaluation
152 of existing occupational educational programs, services, and ac-
-153 tivities, including teacher-training, and to implement change
154 as necessary as a result of such findings.
155 (6) To develop and establish the necessary guidelines for
156 the coordination, promotion and establishment of programs of
157 vocational and technical education for the people of the corn-
-158 monwealth and for the training and upgrading of teachers
159 and other personnel for such programs.
160 (7) To determine the guidelines for the disposition of all
161 federal funds for vocational and technical education at the sec-
-162 ondary and post-secondary levels.
163 The committee may provide such necessary services to local
164 educational agencies as are beyond their capacity to support
165 separately.
166 The committee shall approve the educational standards for
167 appointments of professional personnel in vocational and tech-
-168 nical programs.
169 The committee shall delineate and locate such other support-
-170 ing services so as to improve the operation and quality of vo-
-171 rational and technical programs.
172 The committee shall establish the minimum length for a
173 school day and the minimum number of days in the school
174 year.
175 The committee shall establish maximum and minimum
176 pupil-teacher ratios for all classes in the areas of vocational
177 and technical education.
178 The committee shall establish minimum educational stand-
-179 ards for all courses and programs offered in or through the
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180 local educational agencies.
181 The committee shall evaluate annually the efficacy of the
182 state aid formula and shall recommend such changes in it as it
183 may deem necessary.
184 The committee may withhold state and federal funds from
185 school committees which fail to comply with the provisions
186 of the law relative to the operation of vocational and techni-
187 cal education programs or any regulation of said board au-
188 thorized in this section.
189 The committee shall develop plans for vocational and tech-
190 nical education to meet state needs and shall be the planning
191 and approving authority for federal and state programs in vo-
192 cational and technical education to be undertaken in the corn-
193 monwealth. The committee shall annually, on or before No-
194 vember fifteenth, report to the governor and to the General
190 Court its acts and accomplishments during the preceding
196 school year with recommendations for the ensuing year, and,
197 on or before the first Monday of January, distribute a copy
198 of said report to the chairman of each school committee in the
199 commonwealth which shall have offered such educational pro-
200 grams during the year in question.
201 The committee shall establish the function, duties and re-
202 sponsibilities of each bureau established by it and of the per-
203 sonnel thereof.
204 The committee may receive allotments for the common-
205 wealth from federal programs in aid of vocational education
206 and may direct the disbursement of such funds and state aid
207 funds under Chapter 74 in accordance with law and pursuant
208 regulations. The committee and associate commissioner of
209 occupational ed., may seek relevant information from other
210 states and institutions and from other departments, divisions,
211 authorities, and agencies within the commonwealth.
212 With the approval of the committee, associate commissioner
213 may seek, accept and administer specific grants from private
214 foundations and federal agencies. Said grants shall be kept
215 in a separate fund in the state treasury and shall be disbursed
216 by the state treasurer at the discretion of the board and pur-
-217 suant to its authority without specific appropriation.
218 The committee may employ such consultants and experts
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219 as the assoc, comm, may recommend to study specific mat-
220 ters of concern to the committee.
221 Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 15, Section 1G is here-
222 by amended as follows;
223 Section 1. Purposes and Duties of Board of Education.
224 Paragraph one is amended to read as follows: The purpose
225 of the board shall be to support, serve, and plan general edu-

%226 cation in public schools exclusive of vocational and technical
227 education.
228 Paragraphs 2-17 remain intact.
229 Paragraph 18 is amended to read as follows: The board of
230 education shall develop plans for education to meet state needs,
231 and shall be the planning and approving authority for federal
232 programs to be undertaken in the commonwealth except those
233 of a vocational and technical education nature.
234 Paragraphs 19-21 remain intact.
235 Paragraph 22 is amended in the first sentence only which,
236 as amended, will read; The board shall appoint an advisory
237 committee in the area of special education and may appoint
238 advisory committees for each of its divisions and for each
239 other curriculum area.
240 Paragraph 23 remains intact.
241 Paragraph 24 is amended to read as follows: The board
242 may receive allotments for the commonwealth from federal
243 programs in aid of elementary and secondary education pro-
244 grams exclusive of vocational and technical education pro-
245 grams, and may direct the disbursement of such funds and
246 state aid in accordance with law.
247 Paragraph 25 remains intact.
248 Paragraph 26 is amended in the first sentence to read as
249 follows: At the direction of the board, the commissioner may

seek, accept, and administer specific grants from private
251 foundations and federal agencies except those dealing with
252 vocational and technical educational programs.
253 The final paragraph of Section 16 remains intact.
254 Massachusetts General Law Chapter 15, Section 1H is
255 amended only in its second sentence which will read as fol-
256 lows:
257 Sectio'Section IH. Advisory Council on Education.
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258 There is hereby established an advisory council on educa-
tion. Said council shall consist of the chancellor of the board
of higher education, the commissioner of education and the
chairman of the committee on vocational and technical edu-
cation, as members ex officiis . . . The remainder of section 1H
remains intact.

259
260
261
262
263
264 Massachusetts General Law Chapter 15, section 27. Board

of Regional Community Colleges, is amended in its first sen-(01
tence to read as follows: There is hereby established in the
department, but not subject to its control, a Massachusetts
board of regional community colleges, hereinafter called the
board, which shall consist of eighteen members, including the
chancellor of the board of higher education, the commissioner
of education, the chairman of the committee on vocational
and technical education (the remainder of the section shall
remain intact).

265
266
267
268
269
270
271
979272
273

1 Section 2. Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 69 is
amended in section one and two as follows:

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 69, section 1. Com-
missioner of Education, Duties, is amended in the first sen-
tence only which will read: The commissioner of education
shall have supervision of all educational work supported in
whole or in part by the commonwealth except such work as
involves vocational and technical education. (The remainder
of section 1 remains intact).

4
5
6
7

8
9

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 69 Section 2 is amend-
ed to read:

10
11

Section 2. Statement of Amounts Spent for Vocational
Schools; Annual Report.

12
13

On or before the first Wednesday of January of each year
the associate commissioner of the division of occupational edu-*»
cation shall present to the General Court a statement
amounts expended previous to September first preceding coun-
ties, cities, and towns for maintenance of approved county,
local or district independent vocational schools, or in payment
for claims for tuition therein, for which such counties, cities
and towns shall be reimbursed under chapter seventy-four.

14
15
16
17
IS
19
20
21

The Commissioner of education shall make an annual re-
port

. .

. (the remainder of section 2 remains intact).
99
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f

Section 3. Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 70 Ap-
pendix is amended in the first sentence of section two to read
as follows:

1
2
Q

Section 2. Membership of Commission.4
Said commission shall consist of the commissioner of edu-

cation and the chairman of the committee on vocational and
technical education, ex offiis . . . (the remainder of this section
remains unchanged).

D

6
7
8

Section 4. Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 74 is
amended as follows:

1
2

Generally, whenever the terms “commissioner of education
or commissioner” are used they are to be stricken and the
term “associate Commissioner”, is to be substituted.

•3J)

4
5

Massachusetts General Law Chapter 74 section 1. Defini-
tion, is amended as follows:

6
7

The third definition: “Commissioner”, the commissioner of
education, is to be stricken and replaced by “assoc, comm.”
the assoc, comm, of the div. of occ. ed.

8
9

10
The next to last definition “State board” the board of edu-

cation is amended to read “State board”, the committee on vo-
cational and technical education.

11
12
13

The final definition of section 1 of Chapter 74 “Vocational
education” is amended to read: “Vocational and technical ed-
ucation”, vocational and technical training or retraining which
is given in schools or classes (including field or laboratory
work and remedial or related academic and technical instruc-
tion incident thereto) under public supervision and control
or under contract with a state board or local educational
agency, and is conducted as part of a program designed to pre-
pare individuals for gainful employment as semiskilled and
skilled workers or technicians or subprofessionals in recognized
occupations and in new and emerging occupations, or to pre-
pare individuals for enrollment in advanced technical educa-
tion programs, but excluding any program to prepare individ-
uals for employment in occupations generally considered pro-
fessional or which require a baccalaureate or higher degree.

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
99

23
24
25
26
27
28

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 74 Section 2. Powers
of Commissioner. The commissioner, under the direction of
the state board ... is amended to read Section 2 Powers of

29
30
31
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32 Associate Commissioner of the Div. of occupational education.
33 The Assoc. Comm., under the direction of the committee
34 (remainder stays intact).
35 Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 74, Section 37A is
36 amended in the first sentence to read as follows: If a school
37 committee or the board of trustees of any industrial technical
38 agricultural or vocational school subject to this chapter de-
-39 termines that sufficient need exists in such school for a course^
40 or courses beyond secondary school level, designed to prepare
41 students for greater opportunities for employment in indus-
-42 trial, agricultural and technical occupations and leading to the
43 degree of Associate of Applied Science, it may submit in writ-
-44 ing its plans for such course or courses to the board of higher
45 education.
46 Chapter 74, section 37A is further amended in the first para-
-47 graph by specifically repealing the last sentence.

1 Section 5. All present positions and incumbent employees
2 of the Division of Occupational Education shall be transferred
3 to corresponding positions in new division of vocational and
4 technical education without loss of seniority, tenure, salary,
5 accrued credit in the state retirement system or any other
6 earned benefits. Present positions allocated to the Division
7 of Occupational Education which are presently on loan else-
-8 where in the Department of Education shall be immediately
9 returned to the new division of occupational education.

1 Section 6. The committee shall assume all financial commit-
-2 ments legally made, under funding from federal and state vo-
-3 national education acts, by the Board of Education.
1 Section 7. Funds appropriate for and allocated to the
2 Division of Occupational Education shall be transferred to the
3 new division of occupational education.

1 Section 8. The provisions of this act are severable and if
2 any of its provisions shall be held unconstitutional by any
3 court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of said court shall
4 not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions.

1 Section 9. This act is to take effect immediately upon its
2 passage.
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