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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-seven.

I
An Act relative to water supply in the commonwealth.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter eight-hundred and six of the acts of
2 nineteen hundred and seventy-four is hereby amended by in-
3 serting after section forty the following new section forty
4 A:
5 Section IfiA. The secretary of the executive office of environ-
-6 mental affairs is hereby authorized and directed to conduct
7 a study relative to the development of a methodology for
8 identifying and designating underground aquifers and ground
9 water recharge areas within the boundaries of any city or

10 town or regional planning or governmental body in the com-
-11 monwealth. Said methodology shall take into account the
12 known variations in land use and water supply sources in
13 the various areas of the commonwealth, as well as the known
14 variations in topography and soil composition in each area, but
15 it shall to the greatest degree possible be appropriate for use
16 as a mode! methodology for any city or town or regional plan-
-17 ning or governmental body that chooses to implement the
18 recommendations of the water resources commission published
19 pursuant to Chapter 111 of the resolves of nineteen hundred

| 20 and seventy-three (entitled, “Groundwater & Groundwater
21 Law in Massachusetts”). The secretary shall file a final re-
-22 port relative to said methodology study with the clerk of the
23 house of representatives on or before the first day of July,
24 nineteen hundred and seventy-eight.

1 Section 2. To meet the expenses incurred under section
2 one of this act, there is hereby appropriated from the environ-
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3 mental fund, established under section ten of chapter twenty-
-4 one A of the general laws, the sum of fifty thousand dollars;
5 provided, that any unexpended balance of said fifty thousand
6 dollars remaining after July first, nineteen hundred and sev-
-7 enty-eight, may be used at the discretion of the secretary not-
-8 withstanding any other general or special act to the contrary,
9 for a program of assistance to cities or towns or regional

10 planning or governmental bodies choosing to conduct a munic-
-11 ipal or regional survey of underground aquifer’s and ground
12 water recharge areas within their respective boundaries. The
13 amount of state assistance shall in no case exceed fifty per-
il cent of the cost of any municipal or regional survey.

1 Section 3. Section forty of chapter one hundred and thirty-
-2 one of the general laws, as most recently amended by chapter
3 seven hundred and six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 seventy-five, is hereby amended by adding after the second
5 sentence of the eleventh paragraph the following new sen-
-6 fence:—
7 Said notice shall also be mailed, wherever applicable, to the
8 administrative headquarters of the appropriate regional plan-
-9 ning commission or authority organized under chapter forty

10 B of the general laws.
11 Section SC. The commission shall approve no extensions of
12 the metropolitan sewage system to provide service for addi-
-13 tional cities and towns, or to provide additional service to a
14 city or town, unless water conservation techniques as de-
-15 fined in P.L. 92-500 are utilized and at least one of the follow-
-16 ing criteria is met.
17 (1) the city or town is a member of the metropolitan water
18 district established under section ten of this chapter, or is
19 otherwise being furnished water under the provisions of said
20 section ten.
21 (2) the commission certifies after thorough examination
22 and study that the introduction of metropolitan sewers will
23 not seriously impair the recharge capability of aquifers util-
-24 ized by this or neighboring cities or towns.
25 (3) the sewage system is designed so as to re-introduce and
26 re-cycle sewage effluent into the local aquifer following ade-
-27 quate treatment.
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(4) the commission determines that an emergency situa-
tion exists, and that the prompt introduction of metropolitan
sewers is essential toward preserving the public health, safety
or convenience.

Section 5. Sections one, two and three of this act shall take
effect upon passage. Section four of this act shall take effect
upon passage, except that the provisions of said section four
shall not apply to metropolitan sewer extensions on which
planning, design or construction have commenced prior to
passage of this Act.
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