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By Mr. Foley, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 406) of
Daniel J. Foley for legislation to clarify the general laws concerning dis-
closure of medical information to health insurers. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-seven.

An Act clarifying the general laws concerning disclosure
of medical information to health insurers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 12G, as inserted by chapter 335 of the acts
3 of 1971, and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 12G. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
5 the disclosure by a physician, a hospital, any other person or
6 facility licensed to provide health care or the agent of any of
7 the foregoing health care providers of any information con-
-8 cerning the diagnosis, treatment, or condition of a patient in9 connection with the establishment of eligibility for, or entitle--10 ment to, benefits under chapters one hundred and fifteen, one

11 hundred and seventeen, one hundred and eighteen, one hun--12 dred and eighteen A, one hundred and eighteen D, one hun-1° cirecl and eighteen E, or under any policy of accident or sick-
-14 ness insurance or any subscriber’s contract with any hospital,la medical or dental service corporation, or in connection with16 any reporting required by law under chapters ninety-four, one17 hundred and eleven, one hundred and twelve, one hundred18 and twenty-three, or required by any other law, shall not con--11 stitute libel, slander, invasion of privacy, breach of confi-
: ' ™allty or otherwise be grounds for any civil or criminalit !'ablllly on the Part of such health care provider or agent22 thereof who, without first obtaining consent from a patient2o or parent or guardian of such patient, discloses such informa--4 lion to any department, bureau or commission of the com25 m° nWealth’ t 0 any federal agency which, by law, requires
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26 such information or which provides health care benefits to
27 eligible recipients who apply therefor, or to any company au-
-28 thorized to issue a policy of accident or sickness insurance or
29 to any hospital, medical or dental service corporation.29
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No provision of law relating to the confidentiality or privacy
31 of the records of any such health care provider shall be con-
32 strued to prevent a company authorized to issue a policy of

accident or sickness insurance or a hospital, medical or dental
34 service corporation from inspecting and copying, in the ordi-
35 nary course of determining eligibility for or entitlement to
36 benefits, any and all such records relating to diagnosis, treat-
37 ment or other service provided any person, including any
38 minor or incompetent, for whom coverage or benefit is
39 claimed


