
SENATE No. 1472

By Mr. Sisitsky, a petition of Alan D. Sisitsky for legislation to clarify
the means by which certain statistical information relative to divorces
is collected and transmitted to the Commissioner of Public Health. The
Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-seven.

An Act clarifying the means by which certain statistical
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO DIVORCES IS COLLECTED AND TRANS-

MITTED TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC HEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The second paragraph of section 2of chapter 111
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by section 17
3 of chapter 486 of the acts of 1976, is hereby further amended
4 by inserting after the first sentence the following sentence:
5 The commissioner may transmit such information to the Sec-
-6 retary of the United States Department of Health, Education
7 and Welfare through the National Center for Health Statistics
8 in order to participate in the development of a cooperative sys-
-9 tem for producing uniform statistical information at the fed-

-10 eral, state and local level.

1 Section 2. Section 6B of chapter 208 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 400 of the acts of 1975,
3 is hereby further amended by adding the following sen-
-4 fence: Said complaint shall be accompanied by a statistical
5 report, upon a form prepared by the commissioner of public
6 health and made available through the offices of the registers
7 of probate, to include the name, residence, date of birth of
8 each of the parties, the name of the plaintiff, the number of
9 times each of the parties had been married before, if any, the

10 date of the marriage being dissolved, the number of children
11 bom of such marriage, if any, the number of minor children
12 in the care and custody of the parties, if any, and such addi-
-13 tional information as the commissioner of public health deems
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14 useful for statistical and research purposes.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 208 is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 46 as most recently amended by section 22 of
3 chapter 486 of the acts of 1976, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 46. The clerks of the courts, the clerk of the su-
-6 perior court for civil business in Suffolk county and the regis-
-7 ters of probate shall receive the statistical reports filed pur-
-8 suant to section six B, shall, upon a divorce becoming absolute,
9 add to the information contained therein the date and number

10 of the judgment, the cause for which the divorce was granted,
11 and such additional information as the commissioner of public
12 health deems useful for statistical and research purposes and
13 shall further, on the tenth day of the month following every
14 month in which divorces become absolute, transmit such re-
-15 ports to the commissioner of public health. Any such informa-
-16 tion forwarded to the commissioner of public health shall not
17 constitute a public record nor be available except as may be
18 necessary for the purposes stated in section two of chapter
19 one hundred and eleven.


