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MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

RETURNING, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF ARTI-

CLE LVI OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CON-

STITUTION, WITH RECOMMENDATION OF

AMENDMENT, THE ENGROSSED BILL DI-

RECTING THE COMMISSIONER OF PUB-

LIC HEALTH TO ISSUE CERTIFICATES

OF NEED TO SACRED HEART HOME.

(see Senate, No. 1866)
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December 23,1977.

In accordance with the provision of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 1866, entitled, “An Act Directing the Commissioner of Public
Health to Issue Certificates of Need to Sacred Heart Home.”

S. 1866 would direct the department of public health to issue a
certificate of need and an appropriate nursing home license to
Sacred Heart Home in New Bedford to upgrade its fifty Level IV
beds to Level 111 and to add two new Level 111 beds. Such project
would increase the state’s Medicaid budget by approximately
$90,000 annually.

My objections to such legislation have been expressed a number
of times this session and need not be gone into again. However,
there is one point that deserves mention with regard to this par-
ticular bill. On June 14th, the Public Health Council approved
Sacred Heart’s application to upgrade 94 Level 111 beds to Level
I/11. Approval was based upon a finding of specific need for Level
I/II beds. No such finding was shown for Level 111 beds and, there-
fore, the Home’s request to upgrade fifty Level IV beds was de-
nied. This denial is presently pending before the Health Facili-
ties Appeals Board. While I cannot approve any legislation at-
tempting to circumvent the determination of need process, I find
such an attempt before the administrative process has been finally
exhausted to be particularly objectionable.

I therefore recommend that S. 1866 be amended by inserting
at the end thereof the following; ; provided, however, that said
nursing home, the department, the local health planning council,
and appropriate community representatives shall attempt to de-
velop a less costly alternative that would accomplish the ob-
jectives of this act, and the department shall report to the public
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health council the results of such consideration not later than May
1, 1978, and the council shall within ninety days thereafter accept
or reject either the original application or a revised application
based on such alternatives as the department or the applicant may
propose.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael S. Dukakis,
Governor
Commonwealth of Massachusetts




