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Referred to the committee on Education.
Sent to the House for concurrence.
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The Commission was created to investigate and study the
Adequacy and Scope of Vocational Education in the Common-
wealth. The focus of the investigation centered on two areas of
state vocational funding which in the opinion of Commission mem-
bers constituted the greatest threat to quality vocational educa-
tion.

The Commission recommended the full funding of Chapter 74
programs at the 50 percent reimbursement level and also recom-
mended providing additional funding for the School Building As-
sistance Program to reimburse cities and towns for monies owed to
various regional vocational and vocational schools as a result of
commitments made by the state at the time the schools were un-
der construction.

One argument, put forth by vocational education directors of
municipal school systems, holds that any wavering of the Com-
monwealth’s commitment to vocational education will cause a
similarly diminished commitment by cities and towns. It was
pointed out that money has provided the incentive for academical-
ly oriented school superintendents to commit their systems to
sound vocational education programs. The high quality voca-
tional education existing in Massachusetts is the result of this
commitment; if the Commonwealth fails to meet its obligations,
this excellence could disappear.

The second argument, offered by Superintendent-Directors of
regional and vocational schools, concerns the capability of the
schools to prepare their budgets accurately and in an orderly
manner so that they may assess member towns fairly. The Gen-
eral Court’s action on Chapter 74 Funds coming months after
Directors prepared their 1977-78 school year budgets, has forced
schools to contemplate cutbacks of programs, equipment and any
planned expansion. The cut also hurts Director’s credibility with
member towns who now will be assessed additional money. Sev
eral directors expressed fears that member towns might try to
pull out of their regional vocational district if they fear that the
Commonwealth’s commitment to vocational education is wavering
and that cities and towns will be forced to absorb more of the
total cost of vocational education.

The final argument was presented by regional technical school
committee members. It asserts that the General Court, by cutting
vocational funds without even consulting with school committees.

The basis for the recommendations were set forth at a Com-
mission hearing held on August 9, at 11:00 a.m. in room 480.
Those recommendations are capsulized as follows;
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has diminished those committees’ credibility. As elected officials
responsible to their constituents, the action hurts and highly em-
barrasses school committees.

Pursuant to the funding objectives the Commission unanimously
adopted two motions at the August 9 commission meeting to sup-
port S 241 and S 245; legislation filed by Senator Rogers to pro-
vide the additional reimbursement construction funds and to pro-
vide 100 percent reimbursement of the 50 percent Chapter 74
funds. Both bills presently reside in Senate Ways and Means.

In furtherance of the Commission’s recommendations to provide
the additional funding in both accounts Senator Rogers offered
amendments during Senate debate on the fiscal 78 general appro-
priation bill and H 6596 the supplemental budget. The amend-
ment to provide approximately 14,000,000 dollars to the 74 ac-
count was adopted on both occasions in the Senate. The amend-
ment to provide monies owed to the schools in the amounts as fol-
lows was also adopted on both occasions.

Baypath Regional 100,000
Bristol-Plymouth 110,000
Whittier Regional 643,171
Assabet Valley Regional 528,720
Greater Lawrence Regional Yoke 57,000
South Middlesex Regional Yoke 547,400
Pathfinder 125,000
Milford Comprehensive High 180,000
Wakefield 83,449
Attleboro Technical High 110,000
Greater Lowell Regional 1,280,000
Minuteman Regional 677,497
Cape Cod Regional 699,418
Fall River Girls 225,267
Old Colony Regional 375,000
Greater New Bedford Regional Yoke 1,925,000
Smith Agricultural 631,227

TOTAL 8,298,149

The House, however, refused to concur on the amendments in
both instances.

In conclusion, the Cbmmission is filing its final report with the
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finding that there is little support for its recommendations by
either the executive department or the legislative. It is the con-
census of the Commission members that such a policy is detrimen-
tally affecting the quality of vocational education in the Common-
wealth.
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