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By Mr. Sisitsky and Mr. Jordan of Springfield, a joint petition (accom-
panied by bill, Senate, No. 363) of Mass PIRG, by Peter S. Rider, staff
attorney, Alan D. Sisitsky and Raymond A. Jordan for legislation relative
to increasing the consumer representation on telephone issues. Govern-
ment Regulations.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act relative to increasing consumer representation on
TELEPHONE ISSUES.

1 Section 1. Chapter six Aof the General Laws shall be
2 amended and the following section shall be inserted after sec-
-3 tion 9B:

4 Section 9C. The secretary of consumer affairs is hereby au-
-5 thorized to make an annual assessment against each telephone
6 company doing business in the commonwealth and subject to
7 the supervision of the department of public utilities, based
8 upon intrastate operating revenues of each of such companies
9 derived from the sales of telephone services as shown on the

10 annual report or annual statement of each of said companies
11 filed with the proper supervising agency. Said assessments
12 shall be in such amounts as shall be determined and certified
13 annually by the secretary of consumer affairs as sufficient to
14 produce one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in revenue to
15 the commonwealth and shall be assessed proportionally against
16 each such company on the basis of said intrastate operating
17 revenues of each such company.
18 Assessment made under this section may be credited to the
19 normal operating costs of each such company and shall be util-

-20 ized by the attorney general solely for the purposes set forth
21 under the provisions of section eleven G of chapter twelve.
22 Said assessments shall be collected in accordance with sec--23 tion nine B of this chapter.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 2. Chapter twelve of the General Laws shall be
2 amended and the following section shall be inserted after sec-
-3 tion eleven F;

4 Section 11G. The attorney general is hereby authorized to
5 expend sixty percent of the monies assessed under the pro-
-6 visions of section nine C of chapter six A to intervene in ad-
-7 ministrative or judicial proceedings on behalf of any group
8 of consumers in connection with any matter involving the
9 rates, charges, prices or tariffs or any telephone company do-

-10 ing business in the commonwealth and subject to the juris-
-11 diction of the department of public utilities.
12 The remainder of said assessment shall be used to provide
13 financial assistance to eligible consumer groups to promote
14 the representation of interests or points of view different from
15 that which will be represented by the attorney general. The
16 attorney general shall develop guidelines for the distribution
17 of said funds.


