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SENATE No. 462
By Mr. Backman, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 462) of

Jack H. Backman for legislation to prevent the sale of certain convict
goods. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 The following words and phrases as used in this chapter
2 shall have the following meaning unless the context indicates
3 otherwise:
4 “Convict labor”, any forced or indentured labor under penal
5 sanctions except that produced pursuant to prison rehabilita-
-6 tion Laws of the Commonwealth or other states, or exempted
7 by Federal law.
8 “Product of Convict Labor”, goods or materials in any way
9 mined, cut, polished, crated, loaded or unloaded, manufac-

10 tured, produced, packed or unpacked, addressed or imprinted,
11 assembled or unassembled or shipped by Convict Labor.
12 “Person”, any private person, labor organization, corpora-
ls tion or partnership.
14 Section 2. No person shall offer for sale or sell within the
15 Commonwealth any goods, materials, minerals, metals or
16 merchandise, which are the product of Convict Labor.
17 Section S. Any person may institute a civil action to pre-
-18 vent or restrain violations of Section 2 in the Superior Court
19 of the County in which the offending materials may be found,
20 or in which any defendant resides or is conducting business.
21 The Attorney General may similarly institute a civil action
22 to prevent or restrain violations of the said Section 2.
23 Upon a showing by the Plaintiff
24 (a) that Convict Labor is engaged in production of goods
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resembling the alleged offending assembled or unassembled
goods, or
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(b) that such goods come directly or indirectly from areas
where Convict Labor is used in the production thereof, it shall
be prima facie evidence that the alleged offending goods are
Convict goods.
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In a procceeding under this Section, the Court shall de-
termine whether a violation has been committed and enter a
judgment or decree for the forfeiture of such goods to the
Commonwealth.
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Should any provision of this Act or the application of any
provision of this Act be judicially determined to be invalid,
the remainder of the said Act and the application of its pro-
visions shall be unaffected by such judicial determination.
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