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By Mr. Rogers, a petition (accompanied by resolve, Senate, No. 515)
of George Rogers that provision be made for an investigation and study
by a special commission (including members of the General Court) rela-
tive to the drug problem in Massachusetts. Human Services and Elderly
Affairs.

cTltr ffuimiunuuralth of iKartfarlrmu'tls

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

1 Resolved, Whereas, drug abuse continues to be a major
2 social problem involving affluent as well as poverty families,
3 and
4 Whereas, all of the various programs that are available to
5 help those who want to rid themselves of this terrible af-
-6 fliction have done little or nothing to diminish the role of
7 drugs in the culture of the youth of this Commonwealth,
8 Now, therefore, it is deemed by the petitioner of this legis-
-9 lation that an emergency exists, requiring extreme measures.

10 Resolved, that a Special Commission comprised of 7 mem-
-11 bers of the Senate and 7 members of the House, appointed by
12 the President thereof and the Speaker thereof respectively, 3
13 appointees of the Governor, one of whom shall be the Com-
-14 missioner of Mental Health, one of whom shall be the Com-
-15 missioner of Public Health and one of whom shall be the
16 Commissioner of Education or their respective designees is
17 hereby established to make recommendations, in the form of
18 legislation or regulations promulgated by the proper agency
19 to remove all products from the market which can be used
20 to induce drug dependence or which can, if abused, be harm-
-21 ful to the mental, physical, or emotional health of an individ-
-22 ual. The Commission shall, in the course of its investigation,
23 have the power to subpoena witnesses in order to reach the
24 conclusion called for in said resolve. The Commission shall re-
-25 port its recommendations from time to time and shall file a
26 final report on or before the last Wednesday in December, 1978.

Resolve providing for a comprehensive study of the drug

PROBLEM IN MASSACHUSETTS.




