
SENATE No. 624
By Mr. D’Amico, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 624) of

Gerard D’Amico, Sharon M. Pollard and other members of the Senate for
legislation relative to victim/witness services. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act relative to victim/witness services.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 12 of the General Laws is hereby amended by add-
-2 ing the following sections:
3 Section 32. For the purpose of meeting the needs of victims
4 of violent crimes and insuring the cooperation of witnesses in
5 the apprehension and prosecution of persons allegedly com-
-6 mitting violent crimes, district attorneys’ offices in the com-
-7 monwealth shall provide the services outlined in section thirty-
-8 five.
9 Section 33. As used in sections thirty-two to thirty-seven,

10 inclusive:
11 1. “District” means a division of the commonwealth within
12 which a district attorney may act.
13 2. “Victim” means a person who suffers personal or economic
14 injury as a direct result of a violent crime.
15 3. “Victim advocate” means a person appointed pursuant to
16 section thirty-four.
17 4. “Violent crime” means an act involving the application
18 of force or the threat of force in violation of the penal laws
19 of the commonwealth.
20 Section 3Jf. 1. Each district attorney in the commonwealth
21 shall appoint at least one victim advocate. The victim advocate
22 shall possess knowledge of the problems of victims and wit-
-23 nesses, and knowledge of the criminal justice system. A dis-
-24 trict attorney shall not appoint a lawyer to the position of
25 victim advocate.
26 2. The victim advocate shall provide services to victims and
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witnesses of violent crimes when the violent crime occurs
within the victim advocate’s district.
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Section 35. 1. Upon receiving a report of a violent crime, the
precinct duty officer of each police precinct in the common-
wealth or his designee shall provide the victim advocate access
to a log of crimes and incidents which have occurred prior to
and during the proceeding twenty four hour period within their
precincts. The log shall include the following information: a)
a description of the crime; b) the identity of victims and wit-
nesses, if known; and c) the location of victims and witnesses,
if known.
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38 2. Upon determinationof the existence of victims based upon

his/her inspection of the log the victim advocate shall, as soon
as possible, seek out and meet with such victims. The victim
advocate shall: a) determine the needs of the victims; and b)
advise the victims on other matters, if needed. If the victim
advocate determines that a victim needs police protection, the
victim advocate shall request the police to provide that victim
with protection.
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46 3. The victim advocate shall, as soon as possible, contact, in

person or by telephone, the witnesses as determined by his/her
inspection of the police log, to determine the witnesses’ need
for police protection. If the victim advocate determines that a
witness needs police protection, the victim advocate shall re-
quest the police to provide that witness with protection.
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52 4. Within a reasonable time after notice of the violent crime,

the victim advocate shall again meet with each victim of the
violent crime to: a) inform the victim of his possible right to
compensation under chapter two hundred fifty-eight A; b) de-
termine the additional needs of the victim: c) make additional
referrals of the victim to medical and social service facilities,
if needed; d) advise the victim how to avoid a recurrence of
the crime; e) inform the victim about the progress of the
case; and f) advise the victim on other matters, if needed.
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61 5. The victim advocate shall notify the appropriate police

officer or police officials of any actions taken on behalf of the
victim and/or witnesses.
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64 6. Within a reasonable time after notice of the violent crime,

the victim advocate shall, in person, by telephone or by mail,65
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66 inform each witness about the progress of the case.
67 7. Upon the prosecution of a person or persons for the com-
-68 mission of the violent crime, the victim advocate shall: a) meet
69 with each victim and witness of the crime to advise him of the
70 workings of the criminal justice system; b) give each victim
71 and witness of the crime prompt notice of court dates and
72 times and any changes thereof; and c) provide transportation
73 to and from courts for each victim and witness of the crime, if
74 needed.
75 Section 36. 1. Each victim and witness of a violent crime
76 may receive the services set forth in section thirty-five. The
77 victim advocate shall not provide services to the following; a)
78 A person who refuses to give pertinent information to a law
79 enforcement agency involved in the apprehension and prosecu-
-80 tion of a person who has allegedly committed the violent
81 crime; and b) a person arrested for the alleged commission of
82 the violent crime.
83 Section 37. 1. Each district attorney shall periodically re-
-84 view the work of the victim advocates within his district and
85 order them to make any changes the district attorney deems
86 necessary.
87 2. Consistent with this act the attorney general shall an-
-88 nually review the work of all victim advocates in the com-
-89 monwealth and other district attorneys to make any changes
90 the attorney general deems necessary.




