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SENATE
By Mr. Atkins, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 917) of

Chester G, Atkins for legislation to increase the responsibilities of the
state personnel administrator and state agencies over the administration
of workmen’s compensation for state employees. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act to increase the responsibilities of the state person-
nel ADMINISTRATOR AND STATE AGENCIES OVER THE ADMINISTRA-
TION OF WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION FOR STATE EMPLOYEES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 7of the General Laws is hereby amend-
2ed by inserting after section 28A the following new sections:
3 Section 288. The administrator shall discharge the respon-

4 sibilities imposed upon him by chapter one hundred and fifty-
5 two relative to workmen’s compensation for state employees.
6 He shall maintain a continuing review of the entitlement of
7 such employees who are receiving benefits under said chapter
8 to continue to receive such benefits and inform the division
9 of industrial accidents whenever he finds that the require-

-10 ments of said chapter are not being met, subject, however, to
11 the provisions of section twenty-nine of said chapter. For such
12 purposes the administrator shall have authority to inquire into
13 the condition of any such employee, to require, a physical ex-
-14 amination whenever he deems it necessary, in accordance with
15 section forty-five of chapter one hundred and fifty-two, and
16 to refer any case to the attorney general whenever, in his
17 judgment further proceedings are warranted. Workmen’s
18 compensation agents of the several boards, commissions and
19 departments shall provide such information or other assistance
20 as the administrator may require to carry out any of the duties
21 imposed on him by this section.

22 Section 28C. There shall be a state workmen’s compensa-
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23 tion agent under the supervision of the personnel administra-
tor, who shall assist the personnel administrator in the pre-24
vention of personal injuries arising out of and in the course
of employment to state employees in order to reduce the cost

27 of such injuries to the commonwealth and shall discharge theof such injuries to
responsibilities imposed upon him by chapter one hundred and

29 fifty-two relative to worknmkmen’s compensation for state em-
ployees. The state workmen’s compensation agent shall be a
person of ability with skill and experience in the administra-
tion of workmen’s compensation as applied to public em-

33 ployees. During the temporary absence or disability of the
state workmen’s compensation agent, the personnel adminis-34

35 trator may appoint an acting state workmen’s compensation
36 agent.

Section 2. Upon the effective date of this act the person
holding the position of supervisor of workmen’s compensation
agents, or acting supervisor of workmen’s compensation agents
as provided under chapter 23, section 16, of the General Laws,
as amended, shall become the state workmen’s compensation
agent.
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Section 3. Each permanent civil service employee in the
public employees section of the division of industrial accidents
existing immediately prior to the effective date of this ad is
hereby transferred to the division of personnel administra-
tion, without impairment of his status or loss of seniority,
retirement or other rights to which he or she may be entitled.
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1 Section 4. All files pertaining to employees of the common-
wealth and projects of, and appropriations for the public em-
ployees section in the division of industrial accidents are
hereby transferred to the division of personnel administration
and shall, subject to the provisions of chapter 7 of the General
Laws, be under the control and supervision of the personnel
administrator.
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Section 5. Chapter twenty-three of the General Laws is
hereby amended in section 16, as most recently amended by

chapter 611 of the Acts of 1961 by Striking out the third sen-
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4 tence of the first paragraph and by striking the second para-
-5 graph of the same section in its entirety.

1 Section 6. Chapter one hundred and fifty-two of the Gen-
2 eral Laws is hereby amended by adding to section 69A after
3 the word “commonwealth” the following:
4 The attorney general shall forthwith notify the state person-
5 nel administrator who shall notify the department or agency

6 in which the employee is employed, and the comptroller, of his
7 consent in the case of an undisputed claim.

1 Section 7. Said chapter one hundred and fifty-two is here-
-2 by further amended by striking out section 69 B, as most re-

-3 cently amended by chapter one hundred and seventy-four of
4 the Acts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-5 ing;
6 Section 69 B. Payments of compensation, or payments of
7 medical or other expenses or fees by the commonwealth under
8 this chapter following the consent or order required by sec-
-9 tion sixty-nine A shall be made only upon vouchers bearing

10 the certification of the state workmen’s compensation agent
11 and subject to the approval of the personnel administrator.
12 The comptroller will debit the full salary of the injured em-
-13 ployee for the duration of the disability from the payroll
14 appropriation account of the department or agency in which
15 the employee is employed following notification of such con-

-16 sent or order as provided in section sixty-nine A; credit the
17 amount of the injured employee’s full salary to the account
18 entitled “Compensation of State Employees for Injuries”; and
19 charge workmen’s compensation and related medical pay-
-20 ments to this account.

1 1 Section 8. A special reserve to be known as the Workmen’s
2 Compensation Emergency Reserve” shall be established in the
3 Executive Office for Administration and Finance for payments,
4 with the approval of the commissioner of administration, of
5 compensation or payments of medical or other expenses or
6 fees by the commonwealth in the event that either the account
7 “Compensation of State Employees for Injuries” or the pay-
-8 roll appropriation account of the department or agency in
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9 which the injured employee is employed has inadequate fund-
-10 ing to meet claims required by this act.

1 Section 9. Said chapter one hundred and fifty-two is here-
-2 by amended in section 75, as amended by chapter 835 of the
3 Acts of 1974, by adding after the word “division”, in the sec-

-4 ond sentence contained therein the words:
5 or in the case of agencies of the commonwealth, under the
6 direction and supervision of the personnel administrator.
1 Section 10. The provisions of this act are severable and if
2 any provision shall be held unconstitutional by any court of
3 competent jurisdiction, the decisions of such court shall not af-
-4 feet or impair any of the remaining provisions.
1 Section 11. This act shall take effect on July first, nineteen
2 hundred and seventy-nine.


