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By Mr. McCarthy, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1142) of
Robert E. McCarthy for legislation to provide for appeals from the assess-
ment of local property taxes. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act providing for appeals from the assessment of local
PROPERTY TAXES.

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 59 of the General Laws as most recently amended
2 by Chapter 250 of the Acts of 1976 is hereby amended by in-

-3 setting after section 65D, the following section:
4 Section 65E. In any appeal relative to the assessed valua-
-5 tion of property, certified or printed copies of the proportions
6 which assessments in a cty or town bear to fair cash value of
7 each class of property therein as determined by the State Tax
8 Commission pursuant to section ten of chapter fifty-eight
9 shall be judicially noticed by the Appellate Tax Board or the

10 County Commissioners and shall be prima fade evidence of
11 the assessment practices of the city or town for the year for
12 which said determination is made by the State Tax Commis-
-13 sion pursuant to section nine of chapter fifty-eight and for
14 each following year until a new determination is made by the
15 State Tax Commission under section nine of chapter fifty-eight.
16 Such evidence shall be applied by the Appellate Tax Board or
17 the County Commissioners to determine the lawful proportion
18 of assessed to fair cash value which should exist for the prop-
-19 erty under review. Upon making this finding the Board or
20 County Commissioners shall grant abatements accordingly
21 and shall order the city or town to reduce the assessment level
22 of the property to the level the Board or County Commission-
-23 ers have found as the lawful proportion which should have
24 been used.
25 In any appeals where the issue of disproportionate assess-
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26 merit is not explicitly raised by the pleadings filed in the ap-
-27 peal, the Board or the County Commissioners may, neverthe-
-28 less, apply the proportions determined as aforesaid and grant
29 relief accordingly.
30 The procedures specified in this Act shall be effective and
31 applied in any proceeding before the Board or the County
32 Commissioners which is pending at the effective date of this
33 Act or thereafter.


