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Senate, April 5,1979.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed
the House Bill further regulating the awarding of racing days
(House, No. 5645), reports recommending that the same ought
to pass with an amendment, substituting a new draft with the
same title (Senate, No. 1791).

For the Committee,

JOHN W. OLVER



SENATE— No. 1791. [Apr.2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act further regulating the awarding of racing days.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
its purpose which is to provide forthwith for the authorization
of racing dates in Hampden county, therefore it is hereby de-
clared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 13 of chapter 494 of the acts of 1978
2 is hereby amended by striking out clause (c) and inserting
3 in place thereof the following:
4 (c) no licenses shall be issued for more than an aggregate
5 of eight hundred and eighty racing days in any one year at
6 all dog racing meetings combined, excluding dog racing meet-
-7 ings conducted at a racetrack owned and operated by a state
8 or county fair in Essex county; provided, however, that two
9 hundred and ten such days may be awarded only for racing

10 in Hampden county during the period between April fifteenth
11 and October twenty-first, and four hundred of the remain-
-12 ing such days may be awarded only for racing in Bristol
13 county; and provided, further, that in Bristol county, not
14 more than two hundred and thirty days, inclusive of fail’s,
15 may be held between January first and July seventh, and
16 not more than one hundred and seventy days, inclusive of
17 any fairs, may be held between August fourteenth and
18 December thirty-first; and provided further that the remain-
-19 ing two hundred and seventy such days may only be awarded
20 in Suffolk county during forty-five weeks in any calendar
21 year;

1 Section 2. Section 13 of said chapter is hereby further
2 amended by striking out clause (f) and inserting in place
3 thereof the following:
4 (f) no licenses shall be issued to permit dog racing meet-
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e; mgs to be held or conducted at more than four racetracks
within the commonwealth, excluding dog racing meetings
held in connection with a state or county fair at a racetrack
owned and operated by said fair, nor at a dog track having
a racing strip of less than three sixteenths of a mile for out-
door tracks and one fifth of a mile for indoor tracks, nor at
any location where racing has not been conducted no fewer
than five years prior to the effective date of this act and
where the surrounding property is substantially of a resi-
dential character, as determined by or defined by a zoning
ordinance or by-law, if any, controlling such location; pro-
vided, however, that one such license may be issued only for
racing in Hampden county.
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1 Section 3. Said chapter is hereby further amended by in-
serting after section 17 the following:2

Section 17A. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
two of chapter one hundred and twenty-eight A of the Gen-
eral Laws, as most recently amended by chapter four hundred
and ninety-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-
eight, applications for licenses to hold and conduct racing
meetings in Hampden county for the number of dates
authorized by clauses (b) and (c) of section thirteen of said
chapter four hundred and ninety-four for said county may
be filed with the state racing commission within thirty days
following the effective date of this act; and said commission
is hereby authorized to award such racing meetings to be
held or conducted during the calendar year nineteen hun-
dred and seventy-nine. Said commission’s procedures for
hearings upon all such applications shall be the same as the
procedures on original applications for racing meetings filed
under chapter one hundred and twenty-eight A of the General
Laws.
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