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On January 11, 1798, 181 years ago, the government of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, which for 18 years since the
ratification of the Constitution, had been housed in the old State
House downtown, bid farewell to that grand old building and in
procession marched here to this spanking new capitol.

In line of procession were Governor Increase Sumner, other Con-
stitutional officers, Speaker of the House Edward Robbins, Senate
President Samuel Phillips, clerks, messengers, officials and citizens.

That wintry day in January of 1798, was one of immense pride
for the fledgeing government of Massachusetts. Nearly three
years earlier it had asked Charles Bulfinch, a 34-year-old architect
to design and construct this capitol building, on the highest point
in Boston.

More than two years before on July 4, 1795, Governor Samuel
Adams and Paul Revere had laid the cornerstone, with Governor
Adams stating: “May the principles of our excellent Constitution,
founded in nature and in the Rights of Man, be ably defended here,
and may the principles be deeply engraven on the hearts of all
citizens.”

When the procession moved into this room on January 11, 1798,
both Samuel Adams and Paul Revere were among the guests, both
here and in the House Chamber and Governor’s suite. They were
among those who were filled with joy and pride that historic day.

This building was the most complete expression in architecture
in the United States. It was lofty and awesome. The white pillars
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of its colonnade, the arched windows, the beauty of interior de-
sign, its dome rising above red brick walls, high above the city,
spoke for the aspirations of a government of laws and not of men.
Its presence transmitted the message that Independence and the
rights of the people were here to stay.

In this room, exactly where I stand now, was the Senate Presi-
dent’s rostrum, with the senate seats fanning out around those
columns.

For 100 years the State Senate met in this room before trans-
ferring to the old House Chamber beyond, when the House moved
to its new chamber on the south side of the building in 1895.

Over the years of this government’s existence, now coming to
200 years in October, 1980, some 87 men have served as presiding
officer of the State Senate from Thomas Cushing in 1780 to Presi-
dent William Bulger in 1979.

Many of these 87 men rose to great positions and prestige in
our state and nation: governors, United States Senators, Congress-
men, Judges, Vice Presidents of the United States and President
of the United States.

To serve as President of the Massachusetts State Senate is one
of the great distinctions a man can attain. Service on the rostrum,
places a man in very exclusive company: Samuel Adams, David
Cobb, Revolutionary War activists, Samuel Phillips, who presided
the first day the Senate met in this room and founder of Phillips
Academy, an early Leverett Saltonstall, Joshia Quincy, Jr., Henry
Wilson, later to become Vice President of the United States, Hor-
ace Mann, whose voice echoed off these walls pleading for a com-
mon school education for all children. In the Senate Chamber
beyond served Calvin Coolidge, Senate President, later Governor,
Vice President and President of the United States.

Each of these 87 men, in whatever degree, made their contribu-
tion to better government. Many of our Senate Presidents had a
sense of history, and an abiding affection for the fabric of this
ancient and honorable building, its meaning, its memories, its as-
sociations, its inspiration and its incredible history.

With heavy public use and the sometimes indifference of many
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persons, this building began to wear. It became decrepit in some
aspects, and often downright dirty and battered. It was going
downhill. 180years was taking its toll.

Who would do something about it? Massachusetts, in the early
70’s was coming into its Bicentennial years. Who would restore
these chambers to their Colonial charm and beauty? Who would
be the leader?

It was at this time in 1971 that Kevin B. Harrington became
President of the Senate. He was the right man at the right time
as desperate legislative struggles were on the agenda. As im-
portant, however, was the fact that this bright and articulate man
was possessed of a sense of history. Coming from the City of
Salem, it was quite natural for that sense of history to be evident,
for Salem is part of the beginnings of this Commonwealth.

To restore this building to its former character and dignity
would take special attention, appropriations, courage, earnest ef-
fort and a willingness to accept the slings and arrows, the crit-
icisms and the indifference that often surfaces in undertakings
such as restoration. It would have been easy for Kevin Harring-
ton to say, “I have enough to do. Let the next President worry
about it.”

He did not do that. He put together his team of dedicated, in-
terested, knowledgeable citizens, the Senate Art Committee, and
they set about the task of returning the Senate rooms and chamb-
ers to their former Colonial splendor. It was not easy. Countless
hours, minute details, research, deliberation, dedication and al-
ways the support of President Harrington whose message to his
team of citizens was simply: “There may never be another chance,
so let’s do itright.”

We meet here today on this special occasion in the positive
splendor of that effort by President Harrington and the Senate
Art Committee. The restoration is complete. These venerable
rooms and assemblies now bring us back quickly to early times to
January 1, 1798 when these chambers were new and bright and
filled with men of the revolution and their beautiful ladies.

Along the walls of this chamber and elsewhere throughout this
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building are the portraits of distinguished Presidents of the State
Senate tracing back to early times.

The friends of Kevin B. Harrington, who served as President of
this body for nearly eight years, longer than any man since Samuel
Phillips presided over the first meeting of the Senate here in this
room in 1798, and was President for 12 years, followed later by
John Phillips, President for 10 years from 1813, more than 166
years ago, these friends felt that a portrait of President Harring-
ton should take its place with other distinguished public officials in
this hallowed old Senate chamber of long ago.

This gift of friends, colleagues and family is unveiled today in
thankful recognition of his twenty years as a member of the Mas-
sachusetts Senate and his singular and constructive leadership as
Senate President, 1971-1978, and in tribute to his skill and vision
in the science of politics and government.

More than all that, it is unveiled in appreciation of his unselfish
leadership in the restoration and the return to elegance of these
legislative rooms, corridors and chambers.

We, his colleagues, his family and friends present officially to
President William M. Bulger and the Senate, this portrait of Kevin
B. Harrington.


