
SENATE No. 385
By Mr. Bertonazzi, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 385) of

Louis P. Bertonazzi, Gerard D’Amico and Paul D. Harold for legislation to
further specify the requirements for registration sessions in certain places
of principal activity. Election Laws.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Section 428 of Chapter 51 of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by chapter 172 of the Acts of 1974, is hereby
3 amended by striking the section and inserting in place thereof
4 the following:
5 The registrars or election commissioners shall hold a regis-
-6 tration session in any factory, mill, school, college or univer-
-7 sity, hospital, nursing or rest home, or any other place where
8 there are persons who are entitled to be registered who are
9 regularly gathered by reason of employment or other prin-

-10 dpal activity within their city or town on or before the last
11 day for registration for the biennial state primary and elec-
-12 tion or the presidential preference primary or any municipal
13 preliminary election, primary, or election if ten or more resi-
-14 dents of such city or town file a petition with said registrars
15 or commissioners, not less than forty days before such pri-

-16 mary or election, for the holding of a registration session at
17 such place as specified in the petition, signed by the petition-
-18 ers with their names and places of residence in said city or
19 town and stating that ten or more persons employed, resident
20 or otherwise regularly at such place desire and are entitled to
21 be registered as voters in said city or town. The registrars or
22 elections commissioners shall approve such petitions within
23 three business days of receipt of any such petition, unless said
24 petition is not in compliance with the requirements set forth
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25 in this section. Such registration session shall then be held if
26 at the time such petition is filed, said registrars or commis-
-27 sioners are in receipt of permission in writing from the tenant
28 or, if there is no tenant, from the owner of such place to use
29 his premises for the purpose of holding said session; pro-
30 vided however, that, if the place specified in the petition is
31 public property of the city, town, county or commonwealth,
32 no such permission shall be required but the persons in cus-
33 tody of such property shall be notified of the registrars’ in-
34 tention to hold such session and shall be informed of the time
35 and place for the conduct of such sessions. Such registration
36 session shall last a minimum of two hours if the petitioners so
37 request in their petition. No application under section one A
38 to qualify for voting for electors of president and vice-presi-
39 dent shall be received at any registration session held as pro-
40 vided in this section.
41 If necessary in order to provide registrars at registration
42 sessions held pursuant to the provisions of this section, the
43 registrars or election commissioners shall appoint temporary
44 assistant registrars from among the enrolled voters of their
45 respective cities and towns who shall, as nearly as may be
46 possible, equally represent the two leading political parties.
47 Temporary assistant registrars appointed under this section
48 shall, in the performance of their duties, have all the powers,
49 and be subject to all the obligations and penalties, of registrars
50 of voters, but their doings shall be under the direction and
51 subject to the revision and acceptance of the registrars of
52 voters.


