
SENATE No. 1549
By Mr. Walsh, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1549) of

Joseph B. Walsh for legislation to insure the collection and payment of
excise taxes on malt beverages imported into the Commonwealth. Taxa-
tion.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

An Act to insure the collection and payment of excise taxes
ON MALT BEVERAGES IMPORTED INTO THE COMMONWEALTH.

Whereas, the deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for insuring the collec-
tion and payment of excise taxes on malt beverages imported into
the commonwealth, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public health and
convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 138 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after section 21 the following section:
3 Section 21A. The brand owner, brewer or manufacturer
4 shall cause to be affixed to the top or crown of the can or
5 bottle containing his product consisting of a malt beverage for
6 shipment into the commonwealth, a tax insignia cap or crown,
7 indicating that the product is intended for distribution within
8 the commonwealth. It shall be illegal to sell any container of
9 malt beverages within the commonwealth which does not bear

10 said insignia, cap or crown.
11 The commission may, by rule or regulation, subject to the
12 approval of the commissioner of revenue, prescribe the size,
13 shape and type of insignia cap or crown which the brand
14 owner, brewer or manufacturer shall affix to the top of each
15 can or bottle containing a malt beverage.
16 Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section shall
17 be punished by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars nor
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18 more than two thousand dollars, and the provisions of section
19 sixty-four relative to suspension or revocation of any license
20 shall apply.


