
SENATE 1723

Senate

1 Ordered, That the Joint Rules of the Senate and House of
2 Representatives be amended by inserting after Rule 1A the
3 following rules:
4 18. There shall be a joint standing committee on Revenue
5 to be composed of eight members, and to consist of the chair-
-6 men, vice chairmen, and senior minority members of the
7 committees on Ways and Means on the part of the Senate and
8 on the part of the House, and the Senate and House chairmen
9 of the joint standing committee on Taxation.

10 Said committee shall on or before April fifteenth of each
11 year report to each branch of the general court by filing a
12 copy with the Clerk of the Senate and Clerk of the House of
13 Representatives, a revenue resolution for the fiscal year start-
-14 ing July first of such year, setting forth the total amount of
15 anticipated revenues for the Commonwealth from all sources.
16 The committee also shall report to each branch of the General
17 Court, on or before June fifteenth of each year, a second
18 revenue resolution, which shall set forth the total amount of
19 anticipated revenues for the Commonwealth, updated with
20 the most recently available revenue collection figures for the
21 Commonwealth.
22 In developing the first revenue resolution, the joint com-
-23 mittee shall, when appropriate, hold hearings and receive
24 testimony from members of the General Court, representa-
-25 fives of executive departments and agencies, the general pub-
-26 lie, and organizations as the committee deems desirable. Said
27 hearings shall commence on the first Wednesday in March of
28 each year.
29 In establishing the revenue estimates for the succeeding
30 fiscal year, the joint committee shall consider the major
31 sources of revenues for the commonwealth, including taxes,
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32 federal reimbursements, federal revenue sharing, federal
33 grants, departmental fees and income, assessments, bonds and
34 notes, and accounting sources of revenue, such as surplus from
35 the prior fiscal year, reversions, and transfers.
36 IC. The joint standing committee on Revenue shall submit
37 along with the revenue resolution to be reported on or before
38 April fifteenth of each year, a report with respect to revenues
39 which shall include:
40 (1) a comparison of revenues estimated by the committee
41 to be received by the Commonwealth in the succeeding fiscal
42 year with those estimated by the Governor as detailed in his
43 recommended budget for the succeeding fiscal year, and, when
44 appropriate, an explanation of why the two estimates differ;
45 (2) a listing of possible alternate levels of total revenues;
46 (3) a specification of the levels of revenues, as estimated
47 in the revenue resolution, to be derivedfrom each major source
48 of revenue;
49 (4) a discussion of economic conditions in the Common-
-50 wealth and their potential effects upon the Commonwealth;
51 (’5) a statement of changes in levels of federal assistance
52 to the commonwealth and local governments.
53 ID. A revenue resolution as described in these rules shall be
54 adopted by both branches of the General Court within fifteen
55 days of the report of such resolution by the joint committee
56 on Revenue.
57 lE. Upon receipt by the Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk
58 of the House of Representatives of the revenue resolution filed
59 by the joint standing committee on Revenue, the report shall
60 be read and forthwith recorded in the Journal. On the legis-
-61 lative day next following the Journal record, the report shall
62 be placed in the Orders of the Day of the Senate and the
63 House. The question shall be “Shall this resolution be adopted
64 as the sense of the Senate and the House of Representatives,
65 acting concurrently?”
66 The sense of each branch shall be taken by the yeas and
67 nays on the question of adopting the resolution, as reported
68 in each branch, and when such resolution is before either
69 branch, no motion relating to said resolution shall be allowed
70 except the motions to recommit to the joint standing com-
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71 mdttee on Revenue, or to amend; provided, however, that
72 these motions shall be decided by a call of the yeas and nays.
73 The motions to close debate at a specified time, to take a re-
-74 cess, to adjourn, or to reconsider shall also be in order at this
75 time.
76 Unless disapproved by a majority vote of the members of
77 the two branches of the General Court present and voting
78 within fifteen days from date of presentation of the resolu-
-79 tion by the joint standing committee on Revenue, the resolu-
-80 tion shall be considered to be adopted and shall be binding on
81 the General Court in its consideration of subsequent budgetary
82 matters.
83 In the event that there are matters of difference in respect
84 to the resolution between the branches, a committee of con-
-85 ference shall be appointed consisting of three members on
86 the part of each branch, representing its vote; and the con-
-87 ference report, if agreed to by a majority of each committee,
88 shall be made to both branches concurrently and may be
89 either accepted or rejected, but no other action shall be had,
90 except through a new committee of conference. This rule shall
91 not be suspended if objection thereto is made by a member of
92 either branch.
93 IF. Until the initial revenue resolution for the succeeding
94 fiscal year has been adopted, it shall not be in order in either
95 the Senate or the House of Representatives to consider any
96 bill or resolution or amendments thereto, which provides an
97 increase or decrease in revenues to become effective during
98 such fiscal year.

99 Any committee which seeks to report a bill or resolution to
100 which this rule applies must first report a resolution pro-
-101 viding for the waiver of this rule with respect to such bill or
102 resolution, and stating the reasons why the waiver is neces-
-103 sary. Said waiver shall not be effective unless approved by
104 a two-thirds vote, taken by the yeas and nays, of each branch
105 of the General Court.
106 IG. In considering the second revenue resolution reported
107 by the joint committee on Revenue, the Senate and the House
108 shall follow the procedures set forth in joint rule lE.
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109 IH. It shall not be in order for either branch of the General
110 Court to consider or vote upon the general appropriation bill
111 unless the first and second revenue resolutions have been
112 adopted for the fiscal year beginning July first of such year.


