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An Act to streamline the procedures for handling parking

LAW VIOLATIONS AND MINOR VEHICLE VIOLATIONS BY PERMITTING
EITHER A CIVIL DISPOSITION UPON PAYMENT OF THE FINE OR A
CONTESTED PROCEEDING WHICH IS CRIMINAL BUT WITHOUT ANY
RIGHT TO TRIAL BY JURY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Courtassembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 20A, as most recently amend-
3 ed by St. 1978 c. 478 § 39, and inserting in its place the fol-
-4 lowing section:
5 Section 20. Uniform Parking Notice Law.
6 It shall be the duty of any police officer who takes cogni-
-7 zance of a violation of any provision of any rule, regulation,
8 order, ordinance or by-law regulating the parking of motor
9 vehicles established by any city or town or by any commis-

-10 sion or body empowered by law to make such rules or regu-
ll lations therein or of any violation of the General Laws regu-
-12 lating the parking of motor vehicles, forthwith to give to the
13 offender a notice, known throughout the Commonwealth as a

�l4 uniform parking notice. This notice shall be in tag form and
15 shall contain a statement informing the offender to appear
16 before a clerk of the district court having jurisdiction of the
17 judicial district in which the violation occurred at any time
18 during office hours not later than thirty days after the date
19 of such violation.
20 The Uniform Traffic Notice shall be prepared in triplicate
21 and shall be prenumbered. For each violation, a tag shall be
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22 affixed securely to the motor vehicle and shall contain at least
23 the following information: the registration of the motor vehi-
-24 de involved; the date, time and place of the violation; the
25 specific offense charged; if a meter violation, the number of
26 said meter; the name and badge number of the officer and de-
-27 partmental assignment; a schedule of established fines; and a
28 notice which reads as follows: “This tag has been attached
29 because of a parking violation. It may be returned to the derk
30 of the district court [the court having the
31 jurisdiction of the judicial district in which the violation oc-
32 curred], [address], within thirty days
33 of this date, with payment of the fine, by mail, personally or
34 by an authorized agent. Such payment shall be made only by
35 postal note, money order or by check. If this notice is so re-
-36 turned, the appearance shall be considered noncriminal and
37 shall operate as a final disposition of the case. The failure to
38 return this notice will result in criminal prosecution.” The
39 notice shall be signed by theofficer.
40 At or before the completion of each tour of duty, the of-
-41 ficer shall give to his commanding officer those copies of each
42 notice issued during his tour of duty. Said commanding offi-
-43 cer shall retain and safely preserve one of the copies for the
44 use of the department and shall at a time not later than the
45 beginning of the next court day cause to have delivered the
46 remaining copy to the magistrate of the court before which
47 the offender has been notified to appear. The magistrate of
48 each district court shall maintain a separate docket for all
49 such notices.
50 Any person notified to appear before the clerk of a district
51 court as provided above, may appear before such clerk and
52 confess the offenses charged, either personally or through an
53 agent duly authorized in writing or by mailing to such clerk,
54 the notice, accompanied by payment of the fine provided
55 therein, such payment to be made only by postal note, money
56 order or check made out to the clerk of the court. If the no-
-57 tice is so returned by the offender with payment of the fine
58 such an appearance shall not be deemed a criminal proceed-
-59 ing and shall operate as a final disposition of the case. The
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60 offender shall not be required to report to any probation of-
-61 ficer, and no record of the case shall be entered in the proba-
-62 tion records. Notice affixed to a motor vehicle as provided in
63 this section shall be deemed a sufficient notice, and a certifi-
-64 cate of the officer affixing such notice that it has been affixed
65 thereto, in accordance with this section, shall be deemed prima
66 facie evidence thereof and shall be admissible in any court of
67 the Commonwealth as to the facts contained therein.
68 Should any person notified to appear hereunder fail to ap-
69 pear and to pay the fine hereinbefore provided the case shall
70 be deemed a criminal proceeding for the purposes of this
71 chapter and it shall be governed by all the rules of law gen-

72 erally applicable to criminal oases except that there shall be
73 no right to trial by jury and trials in the first instance shall
74 be conducted by a magistrate. In such cases the clerk shall
75 as soon as may be notify the officer concerned or an officer
76 specially designated for this purpose who shall forthwith make
77 a complaint against the registered owner of said vehicle. Upon
78 the making of a complaint a summons shall issue notifying the
79 offender of the time and place of his trial before a magis-
80 trate.

81 If any person fails to appear in accordance with the sum-
mons issued upon such complaint, the clerk shall, in the case
of a first or second offense but for no subsequent offense, send
such person, by registered mail, return receipt requested, a
notice that the complaint is pending and that, if the person
fails to appear within thirty days from the sending of such
notice, a warrant for his arrest will be issued and the regis-
trar of motor vehicles notified to suspend his right of license
to operate motor vehicles. If any person fails to appear within
thirty days from the sending of such notice or in accordance
with the summons issued upon such complaint, as the case may
be, the court may issue a warrant for his arrest and the regis-
trar shall be notified that he may suspend the right or license
of such person to operate a motor vehicle after due hearing
pursuant to section twenty-two, because of his failure to so
appear. The magistrate of the court shall if the citation is
properly returned at a later time, notify the registrar forth-
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98 with of such fact.
99 Either party rrEither party may appeal the finding and disposition of the

100 magistrate to a justice of the court in which the case was
101 heard, who shall then hear the case de novo. The decisions of
102 the judge shall then be final subject to review of questions of
103 law by the Appeals Court.
104 The traffic commission or traffic director of any city or town
105 having such a commission or director with authority to prom-
106 ulgate traffic rules, the city council or aldermen of any other
107 city and the Board of Selectmen of any other Town shall, from
108 time to time, establish by rule or regulation a schedule of fines
109 for offenses subject to this section committed within such city
110 or town; provided, however, that all such fines shall be uniform
111 for the same offense committed in the same zone or district,
112 if any; and provided, further, that any fine established under
113 the provisions of this section shall not exceed thirty dollars if
114 paid within thirty days or fifty dollars if paid thereafter.
115 As used in this section, the words “motor vehicle” shall, so
116 far as apt, include trailer, semi-trailer and semi-trailer unit.
117 The provisions of this section shall apply to violations of
118 rales and regulations relative to the use of parking areas sub-
119 ject to the control of the county commissioners adjacent to or
120 abutting county buildings, and county commissioners are here-
121 by authorized to make said rules and regulations.
122 Magistrates shall exercise their authority hereunder sub-
123 ject to the limitations of section sixty-two C of chapter two
124 hundred and twenty-one.
125 The term district court as used in this section shall include
126 the Boston Municipal Court Department.

1 Section 2. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section twenty C, as most recently
3 amendedby St. 1978, c. 478, § 40.

1 Section 3. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 20F, added by St. 1978, c. 478,
3 § 41, and inserting in its place the following section:
4 Section 20F. Uniform Traffic CitatumLaw.
5 Notwithstanding any provisions of the General Laws to the
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6 contrary, any police officer who takes cognizance of a viola-
-7 tion of chapters eighty-five to ninety D, inclusive, involving
8 the operation of a motor vehicle, other than a violation in-
-9 voicing the parking of motor vehicles, where the maximum

10 statutory penalty does not exceed one hundred dollars for the
11 first offense and which does not provide for a penalty of im-
-12 prisonment, shall forthwith give to the offender a citation,
13 known through the Commonwealth as a uniform traffic oita-
-14 tion. Such citation shall contain the statement provided for
15 under the definition of ‘citation’ in section one of chapter
16 ninety C, and shall notify the offender that he may waive his
17 right to trial and pay the maximum statutory penalty by ap-
-18 pearing before the clerk of the district court having jurisdic-

-19 tion of the judicial district in which the violation occurred at
20 any time during office hours not later than ten days after the
21 date of said violation. The citation shall also contain a state-
-22 ment notifying the offender that the failure to pay the fine
23 will result in criminal prosecution. The administrative justice
24 for the district court department, or the administrative jus-
-25 tice for the Boston Municipal Court Department as the case
26 may be, shall prepare, sign, and distribute a citation to be
27 used by all law enforcement officers, including the state po-
-28 lice, officers of the registry and the metropolitan district com-
-29 mission police, which shall include a space in which the offi-
-30 cer shall insert the name of the district court having juris-
-31 diction of the judicial district in which the violation occurred.
32 Each citation, which shall be printed in quadruplicate, shall
33 contain a space for the name and address of the offender, the
34 number of his license to operate motor vehicles, the registra-
-35 tion number of the vehicle involved, the time and place of the
36 violation, the specific offense charged, the maximum statu-
-37 tory penalty for such offense, and the time and place for ap-
-38 pearance by the officer and by the offender to acknowledge
39 that the citation has been received.
40 At or before the completion of each tour of duty, the offi-
-41 cer shall give to his commanding officer those copies of each
42 citation issued during such tour of duty. Said commanding
43 officer shall retain one copy for department use and shall at
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44 a time not later than the beginning of the next court day cause
45 to have delivered two such copies to the magistrate of the
46 court before whom the offender has been notified to appear.
47 The magistrate of each district court shah maintain a sepa-
-48 rate docket for all such citations and shall periodically for-
-49 ward copies of such citations to the registry. No other form
50 of notice, except as provided in this section, shall be given to
51 the offender.
52 Any person receiving a citation pursuant to this section
53 may appear before a clerk of the appropriate district court
54 and confess the offense charged, either personally or through
55 an agent duly authorized in writing, or may mail to such
56 magistrate, With the citation, the maximum statutory fine
57 provided therein. Such payment shall be made only by postal
58 note, money order, or check. The payment to the clerk of such
59 penalty shall operate as a final disposition of the case.
60 If the citation is so returned by the offender and payment
61 is made in accordance with the preceding paragraph, such an
62 appearance shall not be deemed a criminal proceeding. The
63 offender shall not be required to report to any probation offi-
-64 cer and no record of the case shall be entered in any proba-
-65 tion records.
66 Should any person notified to appear hereunder fail to ap-
-67 pear and to pay the fine hereinbefore provided, the case shall
68 be deemed a criminal proceeding for the purpose of this chap-
-69 ter and it shall be governed by all rules of law generally ap-
-70 plicable to criminal cases except that there shall be no right
71 to trial by jury. In such cases, the clerk shall as soon as may
72 be notify the officer concerned or an officer specially desig-
-73 nated for this purpose who shall forthwith make a complaint.
74 Upon the making of a complaint a summons shall issue noti-
-75 fying the offender of the time and place of his trial before a
76 magistrate.

77 If any person fails to appear in accordance with the sum-
-78 mens issued upon such complaint, the clerk shall, in the case
79 of a first or second offense but for no subsequent offense, send
80 such person, by registered mail, return receipt requested, a
81 notice that the complaint is pending and that, if the person
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82 fails to appear within twenty-one days from the sending of
83 such notice a warrant for his arrest will be issued and the
84 registrar of motor vehicles notified to suspend his right or
85 license to operate motor vehicles. If any person fails to ap-
-86 pear within twenty-one days from the sending of such notice
87 or in accordance with the summons issued upon such com-
-88 plaint, as the case may be, the court may issue a warrant for
89 his arrest and the registrar shall be notified that he may sus-
-90 pend the right or license of such person to operate a motor
91 vehicle after due hearing pursuant to section twenty-two, be-
-92 cause of his failure to so appear. The magistrate of the court
93 shall, if the citation is properly returned at a later time, notify
94 the registrar forthwith such fact.
95 Either party may appeal the finding and disposition of the
96 magistrate to a justice of the court in which the case was
97 heard, who shall then hear the case de novo. The decisions of
98 the judge shall then be final subject to review of questions of
99 law by the Appeals Court.

100 The magistrates of the respective district courts shall dis-
-101 tribute such citations to the commanding officers of police de-
-102 partments upon request and may request a receipt therefor.
103 Magistrates shall exercise their authority hereunder subject
104 to the limitations of section sixty-two C of chapter two hun-

-105 dred and twenty-one.
106 The term district court as used in this section shall include
107 Boston Municipal Court Department.

1 Section 4. Chapter 90C of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the final sentence of paragraph four
3 of section one (constituting the definition of “citation”) as
4 most recently amended by St. 1975, c. 418.

1 Section 5. Chapter 218 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 35A, as most recently amend-
-3 ed by St. 1978, c. 478, § 193, and inserting in its place the fol-
-4 lowing section.
5 Section 35A. Process; issuance on complaint for misde-
-6 meanors; condition precedent.
7 If a complaint for a misdemeanor other than a complaint
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8 under sections Twenty A and Tweny F of chapter 90 is re-
-9 ceived by a district court, or by a justice, associate justice or

10 special justice thereof, or by a clerk, assistant clerk, tempo-
-11 rary clerk or temporary assistant clerk thereof under section
12 thirty-two, thirty-three or thirty-five, as the case may be, the
13 person against whom such complaint is made, shall, if not un-
-14 der arrest for the offense for which the complaint is made,
15 upon request in writing, seasonably made, be given an opportu-
-16 nity to be heard personally or by counsel in opposition to the
17 issuance of any process based on such complaint.
18 If such complaint is received, by the court, or any of said
19 officers referred to in the preceding paragraph, shall, unless
20 there is an imminent threat of bodily injury, of the commis-
-21 sion of a crime or of flight from the Commonwealth by the
22 person against whom such complaint is made, give to said per-
-23 son, if not under arrest for the offense for which the com-
-24 plaint is made, notice in writing of such complaint, and said
25 person shall be given an opportunity to be heard in opposition
26 to the issuance of process as provided in the first paragraph.
27 Unless a citation as defined in section one of chapter ninety C
28 has been issued notice shall also be given of the manner in
29 which he may be heard in opposition as provided herein.
30 The court, or said officer thereof, may upon consideration
31 of the evidence cause process to be issued unless there is no
32 probable cause to believe that the person who is the object of
33 the complaint has committed the offense charged.
34 The term district court as used in this section shall include
35 the Boston Municipal Court Department.

1 Section 6. Chapter 221 section 62 C, added by St. 1978,
2 c. 478 § 250, is amended by striking out subsection (e) and

inserting in its place the following subsection:
4 (e) receive citations and conduct trials pursuant to sections
5 Twenty A and Twenty F of chapter ninety.

1 Section 7. Severability.
2 The provisions of this statute are declared to be severable
3 and if any section or portion of this statute is found to be un-
-4 constitutional, the remaining sections or portions, as the case
5 may be, shall, so far as possible, bevalid.


