
SENATE No. 1933

By Mr. Rotondi, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1933) of
Francis X. Bellotti, Attorney General, Samuel Rotondi and Mark E. Law-
ton for legislation to authorize the Attorney General access to records and
information. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

An Act to authorize the attorney general access to records

AND INFORMATION.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
its purpose which is to enable the Attorney General to fulfill his
duties and responsibilities, therefore, it is hereby declared to be
an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
public convenience.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 10 of chapter 12 of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by St. 1960, c. 788, is hereby amended by
3 adding the following paragraph:
4 The attorney general, and his assistants and employees at
5 his direction, shall have access to and the authority to exam-
-6 ine, use, and disseminate any and all records, data, and in-
-7 formation of any official, agency, executive office, department,
8 board, commission, bureau, division or authority of the Com-
-9 monwealth, or any authority established by the general court

10 to serve a public purpose, including but not limited to, “per-
il sonal data,” as defined by G.L. c. 66A, §l, “criminal offen-
-12 der record information,” “evaluative information” and “intel-
-13 ligence information” as defined by G.L. c. 6, §167, books, re-
-14 ports, accounts, vouchers, bank accounts, papers, maps, photo-
-15 graphs, electro-magnetic tapes, video or audio recordings of
16 any nature, financial statements, statistical tabulations, docu-
-17 mentary materials, or any information or data, regardless of
18 physical form or characteristics, provided, however, that such
19 access, examination, use and dissemination shall be limited
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20 to those activities actually necessary to carry out the duties,
21 responsibilities and authority of the Attorney General. It
22 shall be the duty of any officer or employee of the Common-
-23 wealth having such records, data, or information in his pos-
-24 session or under his control to permit access to, or examina-
-25 tion thereof upon the request of the Attorney General, or his
26 assistants or employees under his direction. Nothing in this
27 paragraph shall negate or lessen in any manner the existing
28 powers and authority of the Attorney General, or his assist-
-29 ants and employees, to have access to, examine, use and dis-
-30 seminate records, data and information.


