
SENATE No. 2086
By Mr. Wetmore, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 2086) of

Robert D. Wetmore and others for legislation to make corrective changes
in the act limiting state and local taxation and expenditures. Taxation.

An Act making corrective changes in the act limiting state
AND LOCAL TAXATION AND EXPENDITURES.

Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 21C of chapter 59 of the General Laws, added by
2 chapter 580 of the acts of 1980, is hereby amended by striking
3 out in section 1, clauses (3), (4) and (5), and inserting in
4 place thereof the following clauses:
5 (3) Notwithstanding the provisions of sections (1) and
6 (2), the total taxes assessed by the commonwealth or by any
7 city, town, county, district, authority or other governmental
8 entity upon real estate and personal property as defined in
9 this chapter shall not, in any fiscal year, with respect to any

10 city or town, exceed the total taxes so assessed in the pre-
-11 ceding fiscal year by more than two and one-half percent
12 unless, at a biennial general election or at a general election
13 which shall be called by the general court for the first Tues-
-14 day after the first Monday in November in a year in which
15 a biennial general election is not held, not less than two-

-16 thirds of the persons voting on the question shall vote “Yes”
17 to the following question:
18 Shall the total taxes assessed on real estate and personal
19 property with respect to this city (or town) in the fiscal year
20 be increased by

.

21 percent of the total taxes so assessed in the preceding fiscal
22 year rather than by the present two and one-half percent limit
23 on such increase?
24 YES NO
25 (4) If the legislative body of any city or town shall so vote,
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26 or if the people by local initiative procedure shall so require,
27 there shall appear on the ballot for such city or town at a bi-
-28 ennial general election or at an election which shall be called
29 for the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in
30 a year in which a biennial election is not held, the following
31 question:
32 Shall the present (two and one-half percent or such other
33 percent as shall then be in effect pursuant to this section)
34 limit on the assessment of real estate and personal property
35 taxes with respect to this city or town bo decreased to
36 percent for the fiscal year ??

37 YES NO
38 If a majority of the persons voting on the question shall vote
39 “Yes” the limit on total taxes assessed as set forth in sub-
-40 section (1) shall be decreased to the percentage so voted for
41 that fiscal year.


