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Senate, May 26, 1981.

The committee on Natural Resources and Agriculture, to whom
was referred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 967) of
John F. Aylmer and Haden G. Greenhalgh for legislation to re-
quire certain waste oil disposal information on oil containers; the
petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1012) of John W. Olver,
Sharon M. Pollard, the Massachusetts Public Interest Research
Group, by Mindy S. Lubber, executive director, William D. Benson,
Thomas K. Lynch and Alan D. Sisitsky for legislation to recycle
used automobile oil; and the petition (accompanied by resolve,
House, No. 2786) of Roger R. Goyette that the Department of
Public Works be directed to make a feasibility study for the pur-
pose of creating a facility to recycle used motor oil, reports the
accompanying bill (Senate, No. 2217).

For the Committee,

CAROL C. AMICK
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one,

An Act to recycle used automotive oil.

Be it enactedby theSenate and House ofRepresentatives in General
'ourt assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 21 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out said section 52A and inserting in its
place the following:

1
9.

Section 52A. Every automobile service station, repair shop
and marina serving powered watercraft shall, no later than
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighty-one, install on the
premises and maintain waste oil retention facilities, properly
sheltered and protected to prevent spillage, seepage, or dis-
charge of the waste oil into storms or sanitary sewers or into
the waters of the Commonwealth. Every such station, shop,
or marina shall be required to accept from any individual at
no additional charge, waste oil in quantities not exceeding five
gallons per day. Every such station, shop, or marina selling
at least 5000 gallons of lubricating oil annually shall periodi-
cally remove or have removed the accumulated waste oil so as
not to violate any water pollution control or other statute or
regulation.
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Section 2. Chapter 21 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section 52A the following sec-
tions:
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Section 528. Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter
the following words shall have the following meanings;
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“Director,” means the director of the division of water pol-
lution control.
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“Recycle,” means to prepare used oil for reuse as a petro-
leum product by refining, rerefining, reclaiming, reprocessing
or other means or to use used oil in a manner that substitutes
for a petroleum product made from new oil, provided that the
preparation or use is operationally safe, environmentally
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13 sound, and complies with all laws and regulations.
14 “Used oil,” means a petroleum based oil which, after sale
15 through use, storage or handling has become unsuitable for its
16 original purpose due to the presence of impurities or loss of
17 its original properties and is suitable for recycling.
18 “Person,” means any individual, private or public corpora-
-19 tion, partnership, cooperative association, estate, municipality,
20 political or jurisdictional subdivision, or governmental agency
21 or instrumentality.
22 Section 52C. The Director shall conduct a public education
23 program to inform the public of the need for and benefits of
24 collecting and recycling used oil in order to conserve resources
25 and preserve the environment. As part of this program, the
26 Director shall:
27 (1) require persons regularly engaged in the business of
28 selling lubricating oil in containers for use off the premises, to
29 post and maintain at or near the point of display or sale, or in
30 a prominent location if oil is not displayed, the following legend
31 in letters not less than one inch high:
32 “Used oil can pollute water and is a valuable energy re-
-33 source. Return used lubricating oil to a service station or
34 repair shop for recycling.”
35 (2) Establish, maintain, and publicize a used oil information
36 center that will explain local, state, and federal laws and reg-
-37 ulations governing used oil and will inform holders of quanti-
-38 ties of used oil on how and where, and in what manner used oil
39 may be properly disposed of.
40 (3) Encourage the use of labeling for oil containers and or
41 distribution of informational material with oil as it is sold to
42 inform the user of the importance of proper collection and dis-
-43 posal of used oil.
44 Section 52D. Officials of the state shall encourage the pro-
-45 curement of rerefined automotive oil for all state and local
46 uses, whenever such rerefined oil is available at prices com-
-47 petitive with those of new oil produced for the same purpose.
48 Secticm 52E. Every container of automobile lubricating oil
49 sold in the Commonwealth shall be labeled with the following
50 statement or its eqiuvalent: WARNING: Waste oil is con-
-51 sidered a hazardous waste and the improper disposal of such
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52 oil is prohibited by law. Waste oil may be returned for proper
53 disposal to gas stations, repair shops, or marinas. Such state-
-54 ment shall be located in a conspicuous place on every said oil
55 container and shall appear in conspicuous and legible type in
56 contrast by typography, layout, or color with other printed
57 matter on the container.
58 Section 52F. This act shall take effect one year from the
59 date of its passage.


