
Senate, June 17, 1981.

The committee on Education, to whom was recommitted the
petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 310) of Ronald Fitz-
gerald for legislation to clarify the relationship between property
tax limitation and public school budgets, reports the accompany-
ing bill (Senate, No. 2250). (Senator Buell dissenting.)

For the Committee,

GERALD D’AMICO

No. 2250SENATE
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

An Act providing a regional school budget process.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
its purpose, which is to immediately provide for a process for the
development of regional school district budgets, now, therefore it
is hereby declared to be an emergency law necessary for the imme-
diate preservation of thi public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out Section 168, as most recently amended by Chapter 580
3 of the Acts of 1980, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing;
5 Section 168. The regional district school committee shall
6 annually determine the amounts necessary to be raised, after
7 deducting the amount of aid such district is to receive pur-
-8 suant to section sixteen D, to maintain and operate the dis-
-9 trict school or schools during the next fiscal year, and amounts

10 required for payment of debt and interest incurred by the
11 district which will be due in the said year, and shall appor-
-12 tion the amount so determined among the several municipali-
-13 ties in accordance with the terms of the agreement. The
14 amounts so apportioned for each municipality shall be certi-
-15 fled by the regional school district treasurer to the treasurers
16 of the several municipalities within thirty days from the date
17 on which the annual budget is adopted by a two-thirds vote of
18 the regional district school committee. The regional school
19 district treasurer shall include in the certification to each mu-
-20 nicipality a statement setting forth the amount which the dis-
-21 trict is to receive under said section sixteen D for the ensuing
22 fiscal year and the proportionate share of such aid for such
23 municipality.
24 The annual regional school district budget, in all districts
25 except two-member districts, shall require the approval of
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26 the majority of the local appropriating authorities of the sev-
-27 eral municipalities. As used in this section, “local appropriat-
-28 ing authority” means the town meeting in a town, the coun-
-29 cil in a town without a town meeting, and the council in a
30 city.
31 In a two-member regional school district in which both
32 members have open town meetings, the regional school district
33 budget shall require the approval of a majority of the aggre-
-34 gate vote of those present and voting on the regional school
35 budget of both municipalities, by a counted vote. The regional
36 school district committee may convene a special town meeting
37 session open to all registered voters in both municipalities at
38 which the regional school district budget shall be considered.
39 At such a special session, the annual regional school district
40 budget shall require the approval of a majority of those pres-
-41 ent and voting on the regional school budget, by a counted
42 vote.
43 In two-member regional school districts in which one mem-
-44 her has an open town meeting and the other a representative
45 town meeting, the regional school committee may convene a
46 special town meeting session open to all registered voters
47 in both municipalities at which the regional school district
48 budget shall be considered. In such a regional school district,
49 the annual regional school budget shall require the approval
50 of a majority of those present and voting on the regional
51 school budget, by a counted vote, at the special town meeting
52 session convened under the provisions of this section.
53 At any time after the adoption of the annual budget, the
54 regional school district committee may reduce the amount to
55 be raised by assessment to the several municipalities and re-
-56 apportion the reduced amount in accordance with the terms
57 of the agreement for apportionment of costs. The regional
58 school district treasurer shall recertify the amounts reappor-
-59 tioned to the treasurers of the several municipalities within
60 thirty days from the date on which the district school com-
-61 mittee votes to reduce the annual budget. If the recertifica-
-62 tion is made after the annual town meeting referred to in the
63 first paragraph of this section, the amount recertified shall be
64 considered an amendment to the amount required to have been
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65 appropriated at that meeting without the necessity for further
66 action by the municipality, and, if the annual assessment of
67 taxes has not been made, the municipal assessors shall include
68 only the amount so recertified in making the annual assess-
-69 ment of taxes under the provisions of section twenty-three of
70 chapter fifty-nine.


