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The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed
the House Bill further regulating the powers of the Bureau of Wel-
fare Auditing (House, No. 6971, App. A), reports in part, a “Bill
further regulating the powers of the Bureau of Special Investiga-
tions” (Senate, No. 2408).

For the Committee,

GERARD D’AMICO
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

An Act further regulating the powers of the bureau of
SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS.

Be it enacted by tne Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 7of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section SOT, as most recently amended by section 2
3 of chapter 514 of the acts of 1980, and inserting in place there-
-4 of the following section:
5 Section SOT. The director shall initiate investigations and
6 investigate complaints including complaints initiated by re-
-7 cipients, which indicate the possibility of either a fraudulent
8 claim for payment or services under any assistance program
9 administered by the department of public welfare or any pro-

10 gram administered by the department of social services or a
11 receipt of payment or services by a person not entitled thereto.
12 The director, in conformity with the rules and regulations of
13 the fraudulent claims commission, shall;
14 (1) Initiate investigations and review procedures in order
15 to discover any fraudulent claim or wrongful receipt under
16 any assistance program administered by the department of
17 public welfare or any program administered by the depart-
-18 ment of social services;
19 (2) Examine the records and accounts of the department of
20 public welfare, department of social services, division of in-
-21 dustrial accidents, state retirement board, division of employ-
-22 ment security and veteran’s services, and for such purposes
23 the director shall have access to such records and accounts at
24 reasonable times and may require the production of books,
25 documents and vouchers relating to any matter within the
26 scope of such investigation;
27 (3) Examine upon written request to the commission of
28 revenue the tax returns, papers or other documents on file
29 with said commissioner concerning any person where there
30 is reason to believe that such person has committed fraud un-
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31 der any assistance program administered by the department of
32 public welfare or any program administered by the depart-
-33 ment of social services, and may require the production of such
34 returns, papers and other documents; provided, however, that
35 nothing herein shall be construed to authorize the examina-
-36 tion or disclosure, directly or indirectly, of any information,
37 returns or other records received from the federal internal rev-
-38 enue service;
39 (4) Examine the records and accounts of any vendor claim-
-40 ing or receiving payment for services rendered under any pro-
-41 gram administered by the department of public welfare or the
42 department of social services insofar as such records and ac-
-43 counts relate to any matter within the scope of such investiga-
-44 tion;
45 (5) Report to the attorney general or a district attorney
46 for such action as he may deem proper any case in which, af-
-47 ter investigation, he finds there is probable cause that a fraud-
-48 ulent claim or payment has been made;
49 (6) Report in writing to the governor and the general court
50 the nature and extent of his activities for each month of the
51 fiscal year, said report to be made not later than thirty days
52 after the expiration of each month, which report shall be made
53 available to the public;
54 (7) Examine the records and accounts of any person dom-
-55 idled or doing business in the commonwealth, and any state,
56 county or municipal department, agency, office, bureau, board,
57 commission or division who employ or had employed an in-
-58 dividual who is the subject matter of an investigation insofar
59 as those records and accounts pertain to dates, hours and na-
-60 ture of employment or services rendered and the amounts of
61 salary, wages, or other things of value paid and deductions
62 therefrom including information concerning the prior employ-
-63 ment history of the individual who is the subject matter of an
64 investigation;
65 (8) Examine the records and accounts of any bank, as de-
-66 fined in section one of chapter one hundred and sixty-seven,
67 national bank, federal savings and loan association, benefit as-
-68 sociation, insurance company, safe deposit company or loan
69 company authorized to do business in the commonwealth rela-
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70 tive to individuals who are the subject matter of an investiga-
-71 tion insofar as the records and accounts pertain to deposits,
72 withdrawals, loans, insurance transactions, claims settlements
73 and payments; and
74 (9) Examine the student records of any school or other in-
-75 stitution of higher learning within the commonwealth rela-
-76 tive to a student who is the subject matter of an investigation
77 or the child, ward or dependent of the subject matter of an in-
-78 vestigation insofar as those records pertain to enrollment, at-
-79 tendance, and family history but excluding academic, medical
80 and evaluative records.
81 A written request of the director, or an authorized repre-
-82 sentative of the director for examination of information, rec-
-83 ords or accounts as provided in clauses (4), (7), (8), and (9)
84 hereof shall be complied with within a resonable period of
85 time.


