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By Mr. Brennan, a petition (accompanied by resolutions, Senate, No.
359) of John A. Brennan, Jr., for the adoption of resolutions memorializ-
ing the Congress of the United States to enact legislation ensuring that
cigarettes are made to be fire-safe. Federal Financial Assistance.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united states
to enact legislation ensuring that cigarettes are made

TO BE FIRE-SAFE.

1 Whereas, the United States Fire Administration has de-
-2 termined that cigarettes and careless use of smoking materials
3 are the major causes of fire-related death and injury in the
4 United States; and
5 Whereas, fires caused by cigarettes and careless use of
6 smoking materials in the United States annually
7 (1) number seventy-four thousand (74,000),
8 (2) kill approximately two thousand three hundred (2300)
Q nannlp anHpeople, and

10 (3) injure approximately five thousand eight hundred
11 (5800) people, and
12 Whereas, laboratory experiments have shown that a cigar-
-13 ette will burn continuously for approximately twenty-four
14 (24) minutes when placed on a flat surface and that, with
15 few exceptions, a cigarette must burn for at least five (5)
16 minutes before a fire will result;
17 Whereas, more than fifteen (15) patents describe methods
18 by which cigarettes may be made to be self-extinguishing;
19 and
20 Whereas, beyond causing extremely painful and disfig-
-21 uring injuries, burns are the most expensive injuries to
22 treat, with the cost of treatment averaging $lOOO per day;
23 and
24 Whereas, it is the role of government in the United States
25 to protect the welfare of all its citizens in both a physical and
26 economic sense; now therefore be it
27 Resolved, that the Massachusetts General Court respect-
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28 fully urges the United States Congress to enact legislation
29 this year to ensure either that cigarettes and little cigars for
30 sale or distribution in commerce will stop burning within a
31 period of five (5) minutes after being ignited if such cigar-
-32 ettes or little cigars are not smoked during such period or.
33 that cigarettes and little cigars meet some other perform-
-34 ance standard prescribed by the Consumer Product Safety
35 Commission to ensure that such cigarettes and little cigars do
36 not ignite upholstered furniture or mattresses; and be it
37 further
38 Resolved, that copies of these resolutions be transmitted
39 forthwith by the clerk of the Senate to the President of the
40 United States, to the presiding officer of each branch of the
41 Congress, and to each member of the United States Senate
42 and the United States House of Representatives from the
43 Commonwealth.


