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By Mr. Backman, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 601) of
Jack H. Backman, Paul Kollios, A, Joseph DeNucci, Gregory W. Sullivan
and George Baehrach for legislation to authorize the Department of Men-
tal Health to provide services for chronically mentally ill patients. Human
Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

An Act authorizing the department of mental health to pro-
vide SERVICES FOR CHRONICALLY MENTALLY ILL INDIVIDUALS.

Whereas, deinstitutionalization planning has not always been
conducive to clients continuity of care and has often taken place
precipitously without prior development of necessary community-
based facilities. As a result, many clients have been moved into
the community into either substandard housing or without hous-
ing before they were prepared to do so and there are as many as
7,000 such homeless chronically mentally ill individuals in Massa-
chusets needing services.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 17 of chapter 19 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking the first paragraph and inserting in place
3 thereof the following:

4 The department shall establish a comprehensive program
5 of community mental health and retardation service which
6 shall include state hospitals, state schools, clinics, shelters
7 with programs of rehabilitation for chronically mentally ill
8 homeless individuals, comprehensive centers and other facili-
-9 ties of the department. To promote such a program the de-

-10 partment shall, after consultation with the health and welfare
11 commission, divide the commonwealth into areas and regions
12 for the conduct of said mental health and retardation services,
13 and shall establish standards for the development of said com-
-14 munity programs on area and regional levels.
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