
SENATE No. 862
By Mr. Olver, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 862) of John

W. Olver, George Bachrach, Lawrence R. Alexander, Walter E. Bickford,
Argeo P. Cellucci, and other members of the General Court for legislation
to tighten the Massachusetts clean air act. Natural Resources and Agri-
culture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

An Act to tighten Massachusetts' clean air act.

Be itenacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 M. G. L. Chapter 111 Section 142 D paragraphs two and
2 three are hereby amended to read as follows:

From time to time the department shall review the ambient
4 air quality standards and plan for implementation, mainte-
-5 nance and attainment of such standards adopted pursuant to
6 this section. After public hearings, the department shall
7 amend such standards so as to protect public health and wel-
-8 fare and shall amend the implementation plan so as to mini-
-9 mize economic costs of implementation. Any compliance sched-

-10 ule, emission limitation, for new or existing facilities, order,
11 rule, plan or regulation adopted pursuant to such standards
12 or implementation plan shall be amended to conform to such
13 amended standards and implementation plan upon petition of
14 the owner or operator of a facility whose construction, main-
-15 tenance or operation is affected by such compliance schedule,
16 emission limitation, for new or existing facilities, order, rule,
17 plan or regulation. The department shall, after opportunity
18 for public hearings, issue a final order with respect to the
19 subject matter of such petition within sixty days of the filing
20 of the petition. In any standard, implementation plan, compli-
-21 ance schedule, emission limitation, for new or existing facili-
-22 ties, order, rule, plan or regulation where the sulphur or ash
23 content, or other chemical or physical characteristics of fuels
24 or emissions therefrom is subject to consideration by the de-
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25 parlment, the department shall allow fuel switching and vari-
-26 ations in plant operation to be used instead of controls on such
27 sulphur or ash content or chemical or physical characteristics
28 of such fuels or emissions therefrom if the owner or operator
29 of the facility shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the de-
-30 partment that such controls are not necessary to achieve
31 ambient air quality standards; provided, however, the depart-
-32 ment may impose conditions necessary to minimize public
33 nuisance and adverse effects to the public health. If a variance
34 or other permission granted by the department with respect
35 to the sulphur or ash content or other chemical or physical
36 characteristics of fuels or emissions therefrom would other-
-37 wise prevent the achievement of primary or secondary ambi-
-38 ent air quality standards within a time period required by the
39 express language of the state statute or regulation, such vari-
-40 ance or other permission, shall be limited to the maximum
41 time period allowed by state law.”


