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By Mr. Bertonazzi, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 918) of

Louis P. Bertonazzi and Alexander Pitelli, M.D., for legislation to require
the use of child passenger restraints in automobiles. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

An Act requiring the use of child passenger restraints
IN AUTOMOBILES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 90 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after the definition of “Certified
3 inspector” the following definition: -
4 “Child passenger restraint”, a device manufactured for the
5 purpose of transporting children under five years of age in a
6 motor vehicle equipped with seat belts in accordance wih the
7 provisions of federal laws and regulations, and approved by
8 the United States Department of Transportation pursuant to
9 Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard #213.

3 Section 7AA. No child less than five years of age shall ride
4 as a passenger in any motor vehicle on any way unless said
5 child is wearing a safety belt which is properly adjusted and
6 fastened or unless such child is properly fastened and secured
7 by a child passenger restraint as defined in section one.
8 The provisions of this section shall not apply to any such
9 child who is: (1) riding as a passenger in a motor vehicle in

10 which all seating positions equipped with safety belts or child
11 passenger restraints are occupied by other passengers who are
12 using said restraints; (2) riding as a passenger in a motor
13 vehicle used to transport passengers for hire; (3) riding as a
14 passenger in a motor vehicle not equipped with safety belts;
15 (4) physically unable to use safety belts or child passenger

olltc (tnumunuuralth of HaiaaartjusetlH

1 Section 2. Said chapter 90 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 7Z the following section:
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restraints. Any operator of a motor vehicle who violates the
provisions of this paragraph shall be subject to a fine of not
more than twenty-five dollars; provided, however, that such
fine may be waived upon satisfactory proof being presented
to the court that the defendant has purchased a child pas-
senger restraint as defined in section one.

A violation of this section shall not be considered under any
circumstances to be contributory negligence nor shall evidence
of such violation be admissible in any civil action.

Section 3. The first paragraph of section 113 P of chapter
175 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 18 of chap-
ter 266 of the acts of 1976, is hereby amended by striking out
clause (c) and inserting in place thereof the following clause:

(c) Twenty-five dollars speeding and other moving traffic
violations but excluding operating without possession of a
license or registration or operating a motor vehicle in viola-
tion of section seven AA of chapter ninety and such other ex-
clusions as provided by the commissioner.

Section 4. This act shall take effect on January first, nine-
teen hundred and eighty-three.


