
SENATE No. 979
By Mr. Backman, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 979) of

Cecilia Gashin, Jack H. Backman, John A. Businger and Thomas M. Gal-
lagher for legislation to eliminate mandatory retirement or other dis-
crimination. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two

An Act to eliminate mandatory retirement or other
DISCRIMINATION.

Be itenacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The general court finds that there are substan-
-2 tial numbers of persons in the Commonwealth who have at-
3 tained the age of sixty-five who have been forced by manda-
-4 firry retirement programs to retire in advance of their needs
5 and desires and to the detriment of their health and economic
6 well-being, with inadequate retirement benefits and resources
7 to provide for themselves, regardless of their ability to per-
-8 form satisfactorily on their jobs. In order to promote the gen-
-9 eral welfare and public health of the Commonwealth, it is de-

-10 dared to be the public policy of this Commonwealth to elimi-
-11 mate all mandatory age retirement provisions in contracts and
12 statutes so that an individual’s job retention wil no longer be
13 dependent upon chronological age.

1 Section 2. Section 24A of chapter 149 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 142 of the acts of 1978,
3 is hereby further amended by striking the words “between the
4 ages of forty-five and sixty-five” and inserting in place thereof
5 the following:
6 over the age of forty-five.

1 Section 3. Section 248 of chapter 149 of the General Laws,
2 as amended by section 2 of chapter 137 of the acts of 1937, is
3 hereby amended by striking the words: “between the ages of
4 forty-five and sixty-five” and inserting in place thereof the
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5 following;
6 over th<over the age of forty-five.

1 Section 4. Section 24G of chapter 149 of the General Laws,
as inserted by section 2 of chapter 367 of the acts of 1937, is
hereby amended by striking the words “between the ages of
forty-five and sixty-five” and inserting in place thereof;

2
3
4
5 over the age of forty-five.

Section 5. Section 1 of chapter 1518 of the General Laws
is hereby amended by striking subsection 8, as most recently
amended by chapter 405 of the acts of 1966, and inserting in
place thereof the following subsection:

1
2
3
4

8. The term “age” unless a different meaning clearly ap-
pears from the context, includes any person over age forty-
five.

5

6
7

Section 6. This act shall take effect on April 30, 1983.1


