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By Ms. McGovern, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1267) of
William I. Randall, Marilyn M. Sullivan, John E. Fenton, Jr., and Patricia
McGovern for legislation to specify notice in land of low value foreclosures.
Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

An Act to specify notice in land of low value foreclosures.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The first paragraph of section 79 of the general
2 laws chapter 60, as most recently amended by chapter 451 of
3 the Acts of 1979 be amended by striking the second sentence
4 thereof and inserting in its place the following:
5 “As a part of such inquiry the commissioner shall give
6 notice to every person having an interest in said property
7 according to the current records of the Board of Assessors
8 and the Collector of the city or town, that the commissioner
9 is about to inquire into the value of each parcel and the val-

10 idity of the tax title held thereon. Such notice shall be sent
11 by certified mail to the last known address of each such per-
-12 son according to the Records of the Board of Assessors and the
13 collector, which names and addresses shall be furnished to the
14 commissioner by the treasurer; in addition the commissioner
15 shall cause to be published in a newspaper having a general
16 circulation in the city or town a list of the parcels and the
17 owners’ names as listed on the records of the Board of Asses-
-18 sors and the Collector, as furnished to him by the treasurer.
19 Such notices shall be sent and published thirty (30) days, at
20 least, before the commissioner proposes to evaluate each par-
-21 cel, and said notices shall state that upon written request any
22 party interested may request and shall be granted a hearing
23 relative to any matter pertinent to valuation or validity.”

1 Section 2. The third paragraph of Section 79 of Chapter 60
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2 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence thereof
3 and inserting the following therefor;
4 “Upon the recording of the affidavit the treasurer may sell
5 all the parcels included therein, severally or together, at pub-
-6 lie auction to the highest bidder, first giving notice of the
7 time and place of the sale, describing the parcel being sold
8 sufficiently by street number or otherwise but not by refer-
-9 ence to another document. Such notice shall be sent by certi-

-10 fied mail to the last known address of each person having an
11 interest in said property according to the current records of
12 the Board of Assessors and the collector; and by publishing
13 such notice which shall include the names of each person hav-
-14 ing an interest in said property according to the current
15 records of the Board of Assessors and the collector, fourteen
16 days at least before the sale in a newspaper published in the
17 town, if any, otherwise in the county and by posting a notice
18 of the sale in some convenient and public place in the town
19 fourteen days at least before the sale; provided, that the treas-
-20 urer at such auction may reject any bid which he deems in-
-21 adequate.”


