
SENATE No. 1278
By Mr. Olver, a petition (accompanied by MU, Senate, No. 1278) of John

W. Olver for legislation relative to the pass through of tax reductions to
renters of real property. Taxation.

tohr <£ommomucallh of iMaasadtuartta

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

An Act relative to the pass through of tax reductions
TO RENTERS OF REAL PROPERTY.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 186 of the general laws is hereby amended by add-
-2 ing after section 20 the following new section:
3 Section 21. Any lessee or renter of real property shall be
4 entitled to his proportionate share of the property tax re-
-5 duction accruing to the lessor or owner as the case may be on
6 or after July first, nineteen hundred and eighty-one. Each
7 lessor or owner shall be required to provide each renter or
8 lessee with a written notice which includes the current total
9 taxes assessed on the property for the fiscal year, as well as

10 the total taxes paid on the property for the prior fiscal year.
11 Said notice shall contain the amount of the lessee’s or renter’s
12 share which shall be rebated to him or deducted from his rent.
13 This notice shall be provided to the lessees or renters within
14 thirty days of receipt of the most recent tax bill. The provi-
-15 sions of this section shall not apply to owner occupied dwell-
-16 ings. In the case of an owner occupied dwelling the owner
17 shall be required to apportion fifty percent of any tax reduc-
-18 tions on the property among the tenants or renters on a pro-
-19 portionate share basis. All lease forms or contracts for the
20 rental of real property shall contain the following clause:
21 “The lessor shall be obligated to pay the lessee the pro-
-22 portion that any decreased real estate tax assessed for the
23 whole of the real estate tax bears to the unit leased by the
24 lessee.”
25 All renters of real property shall be entitled to a propor-
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26 tionate shai’e of real estate tax reductions received by the
27 owner of their unit as of July first, nineteen hundred and
28 eighty-one whether they have signed a lease or not.
29 If by November first in any year that property taxes are
30 reduced pursuant to chapter five hundred and eighty of the
31 acts of nineteen hundred and eighty, the landlord is not in
32 compliance with this section, a tenant or tenants of the af-
-33 fected building may, in addition to any other remedy author-
-34 ized by law, take any or all of the following actions:
35 (1) Tenants may withhold one-half of the rent until the
36 owner complies with the provisions of this section. Non-pay-
-37 ment of rent under the provisions of this section shall not
33 constitute a violation of any other applicable provisions of
39 law nor shall the tenant be relieved of any obligation to pay
40 rent in exercise of his rights in accordance with this section.
41 (2) Tenants may seek injunctive relief on behalf of them-
-42 selves and on behalf of other tenants to restrain the owner
43 from demanding or receiving any rent until the owner has
44 complied with this act. Failure by an owner to comply with
45 this section shall constitute an unfair and receptive act under
46 chapter ninety-three A of the General Laws.


