
SENATE No. 1434
By Mr. Olver, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1434) of John

W. Olver, Francis D. Doris, William Q. MacLean, Jr., Walter J. Boverini,
Samuel Rotondi and Jack H. Backman for legislation to provide a weather-
ization program for low and middle-income homeowners and landlords.
Energy.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

An Act to provide a weatherization program for low- and
MIDDLE-INCOME HOMEOWNERS AND LANDLORDS.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 26. The general court hereby determines:
2 That there is an energy crisis in the commonwealth; that
3 the need to reduce consumption of expensive and scarce oil
4 and gas is a primary goal of energy policy in the common-
-5 wealth; that proven techniques exist to increase energy effi-
-6 ciency in residential units which can substantially reduce such
7 consumption; that energy conservation efforts are being bam-
-8 pered by a shortage of available financial resources for im-
-9 plementing such techniques; that a comprehensive financing

10 strategy to accelerate the use of such techniques would re-
-11 duce the rate of inflation and decrease reliance on the decreas-
-12 ing supply of conventional energy resources; that energy
13 shortages and the high cost of energy have created hardships
14 among the citizens of the commonwealth; that lew and mod-
-15 erate income families and individuals, and particularly elderly
16 citizens, are most severely impacted by said crisis; that the
17 commonwealth has an obligation, within its resources, to as-
-18 sist its most vulnerable citizens in coping with said crisis; that
19 the commonwealth has been assisting such citizens to pay for
20 the increased cost of energy for several years by spending
21 millions of dollars on a fuel assistance program; that the de-
-22 mand for more state revenues will continue to rise in the fu-
-23 ture because of price increases and demographic changes in
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24 the population; that the Commonwealth will not be able to
25 afford to continue to subsidize energy costs at the current
26 level in the future; and that a program of weatherization to
27 decrease the need for energy and to eliminate waste will pro-
-28 tect the most vulnerable citizens in the commonwealth in the
29 most cost efficient manner for the commonwealth.
30 It is therefore expressly declared that the provisions of sec-
-31 tions 27 and 28 of this act and the powers therein conferred
32 constitute needed programs in the public interest and serve a
33 necessary and valid public purpose for which public money
34 may be expended or invested.

1 Section 27. Chapter 238 of the General Law's is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 24 the following sec-
-3 tion:
4 Section 25. There shall be in the division of social and eco-
-5 nomdc opportunity of the department a program to make
6 grants and loans to low- and moderate-income homeowners
7 and landlords to provide emergency weatherization assistance.
8 Said program shall assist needy families and individuals whose
9 income is either at or below one hundred and seventy-five per-

10 cent of the poverty level as determined by the United States
11 Office of Management and Budget or at or below the United
12 Slates Bureau of Labor Statistics Lower Living Standard,
13 whichever is higher. The program shall give priority to ap-
-14 pfcants over the age of sixty whose income is within such
15 limits.
16 The secretary shall develop annually a comprehensive plan
17 for weatherization services which shall begin no later than
18 August first of each year. Such plan shall include but not be
19 limited to:
20 (a) a provision for public participation in the development
21 of a plan;

(b) a description of the weatherization work to be done,
23 the estimated number of dwelling unlilts to be weatherized, the
24 weatherization materials to be used, and, the procedures by
25 which eligible households will be identified and certified as
26 participants in the program;
27 (c) a description of the measures which will be taken to
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28 assure coordination of this program with all other energy con-
servation and energy assistance programs including programs
for energy audits administered by the executive office of en-
ergy resources;

29
30
31

(d) an anaylsis and recommendation of cost-effective op-
tions available to the state for the provision of assistance to
low-income persons in private bousing;
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33
34

(e) a detailed accounting of the costs of the program, pro-
vided that administrative costs shall not exceed ten percent of
the total amount allocated for the program in any year;
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(f) a provision of a sliding scale of cost sharing for weath-
erization projects so that grants Shall cover no moire than
ninety percent or no less than fifty percent of the cost of such
projects;
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(g) a provision of providing low-interest loans for assist-
ing the weatherization of multi-unlit dwellings, provided that
at least one-half of the tenants of such dwellings meet the in-
come requirements, and provided further that the department
shall ensure that tenants of such dwellings receive protection
from condominium conversions, unreasonable rent increases,
and eviction except for cause for a time period no less than
five years;
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(h) provision for the use of alternative energy systems such
as wood stoves, wind machines, and active and passive solar
systems when appropriate and cost effective.
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Consistent with the operation of a cost-effective and effi-
cient program, the department shall administer the program
with the cooperation and assistance of local community
groups, including community action agencies as defined in sec-
tion twenty-four.
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Section 28. To meet the expenditures necessary to carry
out the provisions of section of this act and item
3745-2000 of section two of chapter three hundred and fifty-
one of the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-one, the state
treasurer shall, upon request of the governor, issue and sell
bonds of the commonwealth to an amount to be specified by
the governor from time to time, but not exceeding, in the ag-
gregate, the sum of forty million dollars.

4

5

6
7
8



4 [Feb. 1982.SENATE —No. 1434.

9 All bonds issued by the commonwealth as aforesaid shall
be designated on their face, “Emergency Weatherizatlon As-
sistance Loan,” and shall be issued for such maximum terms
of years, not exceeding twenty years, as the governor may rec-
ommend to the general court pursuant to Section 3 of Article
LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Common-
wealth; provided, however, that all such bonds shall be pay-
able not later than June thirtieth, two thousand and five. All
interest and payments on account of principal of such obliga-
tions shall be payable from the General Fund. Bonds and the
interest thereon issued under the authority of this section
shall, notwithstanding any other provisions of this act, be
general obligations of the commonwealth.
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