
SENATE No. 1836
By Ms. Pollard, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1836) of

Sharon M. Pollard, Frank A. Emilio and John Gray (with the approval
of the mayor and municipal council) for legislation to regulate the con-
version of certain apartment buildings in the city of Haverhill. Housing
and Urban Development.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two,

An Act regulating the conversion of certain apartment

BUILDINGS IN THE CITY OF HAVERHILL.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The general court finds and declares that a
2 serious public emergency exists in the City of Haverhill with
3 respect to the housing of a substantial number of the citizens
4 of said city, which emergency has been created by housing
5 demolition, a substantial elderly population, deterioration of a
6 substantial portion of the existing housing stock, insufficient
7 new housing construction, increased costs of construction and
8 finance, inflation and the effects of the conversion of rental
9 units to condominiums and which has resulted in a substantial

10 and increasing shortage of rental housing accommodations;
11 that unless eviction of tenants is regulated and controlled, such
12 emergency and the further inflationary pressures resulting
13 therefrom will produce serious threats to the public health,
14 safety and general welfare of the citizens of Haverhill, partic-
-15 ularly families of low and moderate income and elderly on
16 fixed income; that such emergency should be met by the com-
-17 monwealth immediately and with due regard for the rights
18 and responsibilities of the City of Haverhill.

1 Section 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter forty
2 A and one hundred and eighty-three A of the General Laws,
3 or any other general or special law to the contrary, the City
4 of Haverhill may, by ordinance, require that no person shall
5 convert an apartment building or other multi-family dwelling
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6 containing five or more residential units in the City of Haver-
-7 hill, to a condominium without first obtaining a special permit
8 from the permit granting authority designated or established
9 in such ordinance.

10 The said City of Haverhill, in any ordinance adopted under
11 the provisions of this act, shall establish standards and rules
12 for the granting of special permits from the permit granting
13 authority including, but not limited to, regulations concerning
14 eviction of tenants and purchase options for tenants.
15 The superior court shall have jurisdiction to enforce the
16 provisions of this act, and any ordinance adopted hereunder,
17 and may restrain by injunction violations of such ordinance.
18 Decisions of the permit granting authority under the pro-
-19 visions of this act shall be reviewable by the superior court in
20 the same manner and to the same degree as decisions of a
21 board of appeals, under the provisions of chapter forty A of
22 the General Laws.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


