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Senate,, April 15, 1982.

The committee on Human Services and Elderly Affairs, to whom
was referred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 623)
of Jack H. Backman, David B. Cohen, Barbara E. Gray, Gerard
D’Amico, other members of the General Court and another for leg-
islation to assist disabled persons in their efforts to achieve inde-
pendent living as an alternative to institutionalization, reports the
accompanying bill (Senate, No. 1815).

For the Committee,

JACK H. BACKMAN
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

An Act to assist disabled persons in their efforts to achieve
INDEPENDENT LIVING AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO INSTITUTIONALIZA-
TION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Section 1. Section 77 of chapter 6 of the General Laws, as
most recently amended by chapter 513 of the acts of 1980,
is hereby amended by striking the last paragraph and insert-
ing in place thereof the following:

1
9.

3
4

“Independent Living Center,” a private non-profit organiza-
tion staffed by persons trained to assist disabled persons in
achieving social and economic independence and controlled
by a board of directors elected by its membership; provided
that a majority of the membership shall be disabled indi-
viduals.

5
6
7
8
9

10
“Independent Living rehabilitation services,” any goods and

services that will enhance the ability of a handicapped indi-
vidual to live independently and function within Ms com-
munity, and if appropriate secure and maintain appropriate
employment including but not limited to the following:

11
12
13
14
15
16 (1) independent living skills training;

(2) personal care attendantreferral;17
18 (3) assistance in securing reimbursement for the purchase

of personal care attendant services;19
(4) advocacy;20

21 (5) information and referral;
22 (6) housing and housing adaptations;
23 (7) transitional services;
24 (8) other services as may be deemed necessary, such as

transportation, job development, equipment maintenance and
evaluation, mobility assistance and communication assistance.

25
26

1 Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 78 of chapter 6 of the
General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 513 of the
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3 acts of 1980, is hereby further amended by striking the words
4 “or independent living rehabilitation services.”

1 Section 3. Section 78 of chapter 6of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 513 of the acts of 1980, is
3 hereby amended by inserting at the end thereof the follow-
-4 ing:
5 The commission shall, subject to available funding, directly
6 provide or purchase independent living rehabilitation services
7 through a recognized independent living center as defined in
8 section 77 of this Chapter, for any handicapped individual who
9 meets the eligibility criteria prescribed by the commission;

10 and who is present in the state at the time of filing applioa-
-11 tion therefor; provided that those independent living rehabil-
-12 itation services set forth in clauses (6), (7) and (8) of section
13 77 in the definition of independent living rehabilitation serv-

-14 ices shall be provided at no cost to those handicapped indi-
-15 viduals who are found by the commission to require financial
16 assistance with respect thereto. The commission shall prior
17 to providing any of the independent living rehabilitation serv-
-18 ices set forth in said clauses (6), (7) and (8), inclusive, of sec-
-19 tion 77 consider similar benefits available to handicapped in-
-20 dividuals. If independent living rehabilitation services cannot
21 be provided to all eligible handicapped individuals who apply
22 therefor, the commission shall provide by regulations the or-
-23 der to be followed in selecting those to whom such services
24 will be provided.

1 Section 4. Chapter 6of the General Laws is hereby amend-
-2 ed by inserting after section 76, the following:
3 Section 76A. There shall be an independent living advisory
4 council consisting of representatives of the following groups:
5 administering agencies for the development disabilities coun-
-6 cil, department of public welfare, commission for the blind,
7 department of mental health, department of social services,
8 executive office for communities and development, executive
9 office of transportation and independent living centers. Said

10 advisory council shall hold at least six meetings per year and
11 shall convene special meetings at the call of the commissioners
12 of the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission and the Mas-
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sachusetts commission for the blind for the purpose of advis-
ing the commissioners on policy and program development.
Said council shall select and contract with a qualified public
or private agency for the purpose of evaluating independent
living services. Said evaluation shall be filed with the clerk
of the house of representatives on or before December 31,1982
and shall include but not be limited to;

13
14
15
16
17
18
19

a. The number and description of disabled individuals by
disability who receive services from the independent living
centers;

20
21
22

b. Volume and category of services provided to individuals
with disabilities both in the aggregate and as particular to
each independent living center;

23
24
25

c. Number of individuals who moved from an institutional
or sheltered setting to a more independent setting by type of
setting;

26
27
28

d. Number of institutional placements prevented as a direct
result of provision of independent living services;

29
30

e. Impact of these services on medical and supportive serv-
ice costs;

31
32
33 f. Number of disabled persons who entered productive ac-

tivity as a direct result of services (training, employment,
education, etc.);

34
35
36 g. The cost and savings to the general fund through the pro-

vision of these services;37
h. A needs assessment which identifies and documents the

unavailability of specific services for reason of inadequate
funding sources, reimbursement mechanisms, or service de-
livery capability, the unavailability of which prevents and/or
hinders the achievement of the maximum possible level of
independent living by disabled persons; and

38
39
40
41
42
43

i. Recommendations for administrative and legislative
changes.

44
45

Section 5. Chapter 6 of the General Laws is hereby amend-
ed by inserting after section 130 the following:

1
2
3 Section 130A. The commission shall, subject to available

funding, directly provide or purchase independent living re-
habilitation services as defined in section 77 of this chapter,

4
5
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6 for any legally blind individual who meets the eligibility cri-
-7 teria prescribed by the commission; and who is present in the
8 state at the time of filing application therefor. The commiis-
-9 sion shall prior to providing any of the independent living re-

-10 habilitation services consider similarbenefits available to legal-
-11 ly blind individuals. If independent living rehabilitation serv-
-12 ices cannot be provided to all eligible handicapped individuals
13 who apply therefor, the commission shall provide by regula-
-14 tions the order to be followed in selecting those to whom such
15 services will be provided.
16 No legally blind individual Who has been deemed eligible for
17 or is receiving independent living services through the Massa-
-18 chusetts rehabilitation commission shall be prevented from re-
-19 ceiving those services through the Massachusetts rehabilitation
20 commission because of the provisions of this section.
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