
SENATE No. 2090

November 4, 1982.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed
the Senate resolve to create a special commission to investigate
redeterminations of Social Security disability (Senate, No. 2058),
reports recommending that the same ought to pass, with an amend-
ment, substituting a new draft therefor (Senate, No. 2090).

For the Committee,

(lljr (Enmmamiu'allh of Hlaaaarlrusptts

CHESTER G. ATKINS
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

Resolve to create a special commission to investigate

REDETERMINATIONS OF SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY.

1 Resolved, That a special commission to consist of twelve
2 members is hereby established to investigate and study, as
3 a basis for legislative action, the quality and conduct of the dis-
-4 ability determination service of the Massachusetts rehabilita-
-5 tion commission. Said investigation and study shall include,
6 but not be limited to, consideration of: the unit’s response to
7 recent federal guidelines concerning case reviews, the quality
8 and efficacy of medical consultation; worker caseloads; the ac-
-9 curacy of initial determinations and subsequent appeals, es-

-10 pecially as compared to other states; and basic application and
11 appeal procedures.
12 Said commission shall consist of the senate and house chairs
13 of the committee on human services and elderly affairs, and
14 the following ten members to be appointed by the governor;
15 the secretary of the executive office of human services, the
16 commissioner of the department of public welfare, the commis-
-17 sioner of the Massachusetts rehabilitation commission, the
18 state supervisor of the disability determination service, two
19 representatives of disability rights organization, a legal serv-
-20 ices attorney with experience in application or appeal pro-
-21 cedures, an active or retired administrative law judge with ex-
-22 perience in hearing social security disability case appeals, a
23 regional officer representing the federal social security agency
24 and one member of a labor union that represents disability de-
-25 termination workers and who is a worker himself.
26 The Massachusetts rehabilitation commission and disability
27 determination service shall provide full cooperation to the com-
-28 mission, including directand unrestricted access to all records,
29 papeis, and files, provided that any patient records examined
30 shall have patient identifying information removed.
31 The commission shall commence its investigation within
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thirty days of passage of this resolve. Said commission sh;
file the final report of its investigation and study and its re
ommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation nece
sary to carry its recommendations into effect within nine
days of the investigation’s commencement.
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