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Accompanying the first recommendation of the Department of
Public Welfare (House, No. 194). The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Four.

An Act establishing new paternity and support proceedings.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

SECTION 1. The General Laws are hereby amendedby insert-
ing after chapter 273 A the following chapter;

1 Section!. Duty to Support. Every person is charged with the
2 support of his or her spouse and his or her child from its birth up to
3 the age of eighteen or where such child is domiciled in the home of
4 a parent and is principally dependent upon said parent for mainte-
-5 nance, to age twenty-one. For the purpose of this section, the term
6 “child” shall include one born in wedlock and one born out of
7 wedlock whose parents have intermarried or whose father has
8 acknowledged in writing his paternity of such child or has been
9 adjudged the father by a court of competent jurisdiction, including

10 an adjudication in a proceeding hereunder. Each person charged
11 with support under this section shallbe required to furnish support
12 according to his financial ability.
13 Section 2. Joinder. In order to enforce such duty of support,
14 there shall be two causes of action: an action to establish paternity
15 of a child born out of wedlock, including one born to, or conceived
16 by, a married woman but begotten by a man other than her
12 husband, and an action to obtain a judgment of support. An action

to establish paternity may be joined with an action to obtain a
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19 judgment of support either at the commencement of the action or
20 at any subsequent time. Such joinder may be allowed by the court
21 on its own motion or on the motion of any party, including the
22 department of public welfare. When such actions are joined, the
23 court shall issue separate and distinct judgments on the issues of
24 paternity and support. Any interested party may bring an action to
25 establish maternity of a child, and insofar as is practicable the
26 provisions of this chapter applicable to establishing paternity shall
27 apply.
28 Section 3. Where Filed. Complaints to establish paternity or
29 to obtain a judgment of support shall be filed, heard, and deter-
-30 mined in the district court of the judicial district in which the child,
31 spouse, or parent including a putative father resides. The fact that
32 the child was conceived or born outside the commonwealth does
33 not bar a proceeding to establish paternity in a judicial district
34 where any party resides.
35 Section 4. Who May File, (a) Actions to establish paternity of
36 a child may be commenced by the mother, whether a minor or not;
37 by a person alleging to be the father, whether a minor or not; by the
38 child, by the child’s guardian, next ofkin, or otherperson standing
39 in a parental relation to the child; by an authorized representative
40 of an organization doing charitable work and having an interest in
41 the child; or if the mother or the child is or was a recipient of any
42 type of public assistance, by the department of public welfare or
43 the department of social services.
44 (b) Actions to obtain a judgment of support may be com-
-45 menced by the spouse or child entitled to receive support; by a
46 child’s guardian, next of kin, or person standing in a parental
47 relation, where theaction is on behalf of the child; by an authorized
48 representative of an organization doing charitable work and hav-
-49 ing an interest in the spouse or child entitled to receive support;
50 and by the department of public welfare, where the spouse orchild
51 is or was a recipient of public assistance.
52 Section 5. Long-arm Jurisdiction-Paternity. A person who
53 has sexual intercourse in this commonwealth hereby submits to
54 the jurisdiction of the courts of the commonwealth as to any action
55 brought under this chapter with respect to the paternity or support
56 of a child who may have been conceived by that act ot intercourse.



HOUSE - No. 1951984] 3

A

Personal jurisdiction may be acquired by service in accordance
with section six of chapter two hundred and twenty-three A.

57
58

Section 6. When Filed. Actions to establish paternity of a
child may be instituted during pregnancy of the mother or at any
time after the birth of the child. In the case of any complaint
brought prior to the birth of the child, no final judgment on the
issue ofpaternity shall be madeuntil after the birth of the child. No
action brought hereunder shall be defeated due to a still birth or
premature termination of the pregnancy. In such event, the court
shall enter such order as it shall, after hearing, determine proper.
Actions to obtain a judgment of support may be instituted at any
time that a person to whom is owed a legal obligation to support
fails to receive such support.

59
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70 Section 7. Civil Action-Default-Appointment of Counsel in

Paternity Cases - Prosecution. An action to establish paternity
or to obtain a judgment of support shall be a civil action governed
by the district/municipal court rules of civil procedure; provided,
however, that the complaint in any action under this chapter shall
be served on the defendant in the same manner as is prescribed
under therules ofcriminal procedure, and provided, however, that
if the defendant fails to appear in court after he has been served
and notified of the hearing in accordance with such rules, the court
may hear the plaintiff and enter such judgment as the facts may
warrant.

71
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81 At the pretrial conference and in further proceedings, any party

may be represented by counsel. In an action to establish paternity,
if the defendant is indigent and the plaintiff is the department of
public welfare, the court may appoint counsel for the defendant.
Notwithstanding the fact that actions under this chapter are civil
actions, the plaintiff in any action filed under this chapter shall be
represented by the district attorney’s office for the county in which
the action is pending, unless the plaintiff, including the department
of public welfare, chooses to be represented by private counsel, or
in the case of the department, by private or agency counsel.

82
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91 Sections. Confidentiality. In all actions to establish paternity

or in which paternity of a child is an issue, all complaints, plead-
ings, papers, documents, or reports filed in connection therewith,
docket entries in thepermanent docket and record books shall not

92
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94
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be available for inspection, unless a judge of the court where such
orders are kept, for good cause shown, shall otherwise order;
provided, however, that the child, his mother, and the man adjudi-
cated to be the father may obtain copies of the judgment of
establishing paternity and providing further that the department
of public welfare shall have access to such records and may obtain
copies of the judgment establishing paternity when the child who is
or was the subject of the complaint is or was a recipient of public
assistance. Such complaints, reports, pleadings, papers, and doc-
uments, permanent docket and record books shall be segregated.
A separate permanent docket book and index shall be provided
and shall likewise be segregated.

95
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100
101
102
103
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106
107 Section 9. Pretrial Conference, (a) After an action to estab-

lish paternity or to obtain a judgment of support has been com-
menced, the court may order that a pretrial conference be held.
Such pretrial conference may be held before a judge or the clerk-
magistrate of the court. On the basis of the information produced
at the pretrial conference, the judge or the clerk-magistrate may
evaluate, whereappropriate, the probability of establishing pater-
nity in a trial and whether a judicial establishment of paternity
would be in the best interests of the child or the probability of
obtaining a judgment of support. On the basis of the evaluation, an
appropriate recommendation for settlement shall be made to the
parties, which may include the following:

108
109
110
11l
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114
1 15
1 16
1 17
118
i 19 (1) That the action be dismissed with or without prejudice;
120 (2) In an action to establish paternity, that the putative father

voluntarily acknowledge his paternity of the child;121
(3) In an action to obtain a judgment of support, that the matter

be compromised by an agreement among the parties, including,
where appropriate, the department of public welfare. Such agree-

177

123
t

ment shall establish a periodic support order to be paid by the195

defendant and may include thepayment of a sum for past support126
(b) If the parties accept a recommendation made in accordance

with subsection (a), judgment shall be entered accordingly.
(c) The pre-trial conference may be terminated and the action129

set for trial if the judge or clerk-magistrate conducting the confer-
ence finds it unlikely that all parties would accept a recommenda-
tion he might make under subsection (a).

130
131
132
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133 (d) Where the mother of a child or such child, in an action to

134 establish paternity, or spouse or child entitled to receive support in
135 an action to obtain a judgment of support, is a recipient of public
136 assistance, the department of public welfare may refuse to accept a
137 recommendation under this section, and such refusal shall cause
138 the action to be set for trial.
139 Section 10. Blood Tests. In an action to establish paternity,
140 the court may, on the motion of any party or upon its own motion,
141 order the mother, the child, and the putative father to submit to
142 one or more blood or genetic marker tests, to be performed by an
143 expert qualified as an examiner of genetic markers who shall
144 analyze and interpret the results. The report of the results of such
145 tests, including a statistical probability of the putative father’s
146 paternity based upon such tests, shall be admissible in evidence
147 and shall be weighed along with other evidence of the putative
148 father’s paternity. If the report of the results of blood tests or an
149 expert’s analysis of inherited characteristics is disputed, the court
150 may then order that an additional test be made at the same
151 laboratory or an independent laboratory at the expense of the
152 party requesting additional testing. Verified documentation of the
153 chain of custody of blood specimens is competent evidence to
154 establish such chain of custody. The fact that any party refuses to
155 submit to a blood test shall be admissible. The cost of making any
156 tests ordered pursuant to this section shall be chargeable against
157 the party making the motion. If such party is financially unable to
158 pay for the costs of a test, the court may direct payment from its
159 own funds.
160 Section 11. Temporary Orders. During the pendency of an
161 action to obtain a judgment of support, the court may, upon the
162 motion of the plaintiff including, where appropriate, the depart-
-163 ment of public welfare, and upon notice to the defendant, enter
164 temporary orders providing for the support of the spouse and/or
165 children, and such orders shall continue in force until modified or
166 revoked. Violations of such an order may be punished as contempt
'62 or enforced in the manner provided in section fifteen of this
'6B chapter.
'69 Section 12. Trial, (a) In actions under this chapter, the trial

shall be by the court without a jury. In an action to establish
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paternity, the court may exclude the general public from theroom
where the trial is held and may admit only persons directly inter-
ested in the case, including officers of the court and witnesses. In
an action to establish paternity, proof of paternity shall be estab-
lished by clear and convincing evidence. In an action to obtain a
judgment of support, once a family relationship which gives rise to
an obligation to support is proved by a preponderance of the
evidence, the defendant is prima facie presumed to have sufficient
means to furnish such support.

171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179

(b) Where the mother of a child or such child, in an action to
establish paternity, or spouse or child entitled to receive support,
in an action to obtain a judgment of support, is a recipient of
public assistance, the court shall notify the department of public
welfare of the pendency of the action and the department shall be
permitted to intervene in the action.

180
181
182
183
184
185

Section 13. Evidence, (a) Both the plaintiff and the defendant
are competent to testify in proceedings hereunder.

186
187
188 (b) No privilege or disqualification created under chapter two

hundred and thirty-three shall prohibit testimony by a spouse
which is otherwise competent.

189
190
191 (c) In an action to establish paternity, the mother and the

putative father shall be competent to testify. If the mother is
married, both she and her husband may testify as to impotency,
nonaccess and parentage of the child.

192
193
194
195 (d) In an action to establish paternity, testimony relating to

sexual access to the mother by an unidentified man at any time or
by an identified man at any time other than the probable time of
conception of the child is inadmissible in evidence, unless offered
by the mother.

196
197
198
199

(e) In an action to establish paternity, the court may view the200
201 mother, the child, and the pi
202 among the parties, notwith
203 mony.

tative father to note any resemblance
handing the absence of expert testi-

want to the issue of paternity of the
or child shall also be admissible.

204 (f) All other evidence relt
205 child or support of a spouse
206 Section 14. Judgments, (a) In an action to establish paternity,
207 jf the court finds that the male party is the father of the child, it
208 shall make a judgment establishing paternity. The judgment estab-
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209 lishing or not establishing paternity is determinative for all pur-
-210 poses. If the mother or the child is a recipient of public assistance,
211 the court shall notify the department of public welfare of the
212 judgment. If the judgment is at variance with the child’s birth
213 certificate, the court may order that a new birth certificate be
214 issued under section thirteen of chapter forty-six.
215 (b) (1) In an action to obtain ajudgment of support, if the court
216 finds that the defendant is chargeable with the support of a spouse
217 or child, the court shall make an order requiring the defendant to
218 pay weekly or at other fixed periods a fair and reasonable sum for
219 and toward the support of such spouse or child. In addition, the
220 court may order the defendant to pay the plaintiff a sum for past
221 support including payment for medical expenses. Any periodic
222 support order or order for past support shall be consistent with the
223 defendant’s financial ability or earning capacity. Where the person
224 to be supported is or was a recipient of public assistance, the court
225 may order the defendant to make partial or complete restitution to
226 the department of public welfare for past assistance, including
227 medical assistance provided to such person.
228 (2) In determining the amount to be paid, the court may require
229 a financial statement of each party showing, insofar as possible,
230 the assets, liabilities and current income and expenses of both
231 parties and children involved in the case and may consider all
232 relevant facts including, but not limited to:
233 (a) Needs of the persons entitled to support including necessary
234 shelter, food, clothing, medical care, and education;
235 (b) Standard of living and circumstances of the defendant;
236 (c) Relative financial means of all parties, including their age,
237 health, station, occupation, amount and sources of income, voca-
-238 tional skills, employability, estate, liabilities, and opportunity for
239 each for future acquisition of capital assets and income;
240 (d) Earning ability of all parties;
241 (e) Age of child;
242 (f) Need and capacity of child for education, including higher
243 education; and
244 (g) Value of services, including those as a homemaker, contrib-
-245 uted by custodian parent.
246 (3) It shall not be a defense that the defendant has ceased to
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have custody or the right to custody of a minor child for whom
support is sought, or that the plaintiff is interfering with defend-
ant’s right of visitation.

247
248
249

(4) Where the spouse or child entitled to receive support is a
recipient of public assistance, the court shall make the judgment of
support payable to the departmentof public welfare, to the extent
of benefits payable to such spouse or child and for as long as the
recipient receives public assistance; provided, however, that
nothing herein shall prohibit an order of payment of arrears to the
department after the recipient ceases to receive public assistance. If
the department is not a party to the action, the court shall notify
the department of the judgment of support.

250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259 (c) Each order for support issued by a court pursuant to this

chapter shall include an order directing the obligor to assign a
portion of his commission, earnings, salaries, wages, or other
periodic income to a person designated by the court in an amount
sufficient to comply with such support order. The court may
designate any of the following persons or agencies as the assignee,
the person entitled to receive such support under the order, the
guardian or conservator of such person, the probation office of the
court, or where the person entitled to receive such support is a
recipient of public assistance, the department of public welfare or
the department of social services. If the obligor does not execute an
assignment when so ordered, the court shall execute such assign-
ment. Such assignment shall take effect when the obligor has failed
to meet two successive required payments of support or, if the
court finds that the obligor is likely to default on the support order,
the court may order such assignment to be effective immediately.

260
261
262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273

274
97<i The chief probation officer of the court, upon application ofthe

person designated by the court to receive payments, shall send a
notice by certified or registered mail to the last-known address of
any obligor who has made less than full payment for two
consecutive scheduled support payments. Such notice shall be sent
no later than ten days after the date upon which the application
was filed and shall notify the obligor that such assignment shall go
into effect fifteen days after the notice was sent. If the obligor
requests a hearing within said fifteen days period on the issue of
whether such assignment should take effect, the execution of the

276
077

278
279

280
281
782
28
284
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)

285 assignment shall be stayed pending the outcome of the hearing.
286 The court shall hold a hearing pursuant to this section within thirty
287 days of the request. If at the hearing the obligor establishes that
288 extraordinary circumstances prevented him from meeting the
289 requirements of the support orders and that such circumstances
290 are beyond the control of the obligor, the court may order that
291 such assignment not take effect until such time, within the next
292 twelve months, as another support payment is missed or only
293 partially met.
294 The court shall send a notice of the assignment to the employer
295 to effectuate the assignment and such assignment shall take effect
296 on the next payment of earnings after the employer of the obligor
297 receives notice thereof. The order of assignment shall specify the
298 amount of earnings to be paid to the person supported and shall
299 not exceed the federal limits on the percentage of an obligor’s
300 income which may be assigned for support. The obligor may move
301 to terminate or modify the amount of such assignment at any time
302 for good cause.
303 The employer may deduct from said earnings a sum not
304 exceeding one dollar as reimbursement for costs incurred. The
305 employer may not discipline, suspend, or discharge an employee
306 because of an assignment executed pursuant to this section. Any
307 employer who violates this section shall be liable to such employee
308 for all wages and employment benefits lost by the employee from
309 the period of unlawful discipline, suspension, or discharge to the
310 period ofreinstatement. Any employer whofails to comply with a
311 wage assignment executed pursuant to this section shall be liable
312 to the party designated by the court to receive such funds for the
313 full amount of the wages assigned.
314 If the employment of the obligor is terminated, the obligor shall
315 promptly notify the court and the court shall order an assignment
316 ofearnings from any subsequent employer. Where an obligor has
317 voluntarily executed a wage assignment and said assignment is
318 submitted to the court, the assignment shall be subject to the
319 provisions of this section. Any judgment or order for support
320 issuing from a court of competent jurisdiction of any state, which
321 has law similar to this section which provides for reciprocity to this
322 commonwealth, shall have the same force and effect as if the
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323 judgment or order originated from a court in the commonwealth.
Any existing order for support in any case which is brought

before a court shall be modified by such court to conform to the
provisions of this section.

324
325
326
327 (d) When the court makes an order for maintenance or support

for a spouse or a child, and such spouse or child is not covered by a
private group health insurance plan, the court shall determine
whether the obligor under such order has health insurance on a
group plan available to him through an employer or organization
that may be extended to cover the spouse or child for whom
support is ordered. When the court has determined that the
obligor has such insurance, the court shall include in the support
order a requirement that the obligor exercise the option of
additional coverage in favor of such spouse or child.

328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337 Section 15. Enforcement. A judgment of support issued in

conclusion of proceedings under this chapter or a temporary
support order issued under section eleven may be enforced with
one or more of the following methods:

338
339
340
341 (1) Contempt in accordance with sections thirty-four and

thirty-four A of chapter two hundred and fifteen;342
343 (2) Execution;
344 (3) Attachment;

(4) Trustee process, in accordance with the provisions of
chapter two hundred and forty-six;

345
346

(5) Equitable actions to reach and apply for the enforcement
of judgments; and

347
348

(6) Any other civil remedy available for the enforcement of
judgments or for the enforcement of support orders entered under
chapter two hundred and eight, two hundred and nine, and two
hundred and seventy-three A.

349
350
351
152

Section 16. Modification. The court has continuing jurisdic-
tionto modify, increase, decrease or revoke ajudgment of support
at any time after the judgment was made upon a showing of a

substantial change of circumstances of the parties and as the
benefit of the spouse or children requires.

353
354
355
356
357

Section 7. Agreements, (a) In lieu of or in conclusion of
proceedings to establish paternity, the written acknowledgment of
paternity executed by the putative father, whether a minor or not,

358
359
360
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361 when accompanied by a written affirmation of paternity executed
362 and sworn to by the mother of the child and filed with and
363 approved by the court for the judicial district in which the mother
364 of the child, the child, or the putative father lives shall have the
365 same force and effect as a judgment establishing paternity by that
366 court. In any subsequent proceeding to establish a support
367 obligation under this chapter, a prior judgment as to paternity
368 shall be res judicata as to that issue and shall not be reconsidered
1369 by the court.
T7O (b) In lieu of or in conclusion of proceedings to obtain a
371 judgment of support, the written agreement to support executed
372 by spouse or parent, whether a minor or not, when filed with and
373 approved by the court in the judicial district where either the
374 spouse, parent or child lives shall have the force and effect of a
375 judgment of support by the court. Any such agreements shall be
376 admissible in a proceeding to establish a judgment of support
377 under this chapter, and the court shall have the authority to order
378 and enforce payment of any sums due under such written
379 agreement; provided, however, that the court shall insure that such
380 order is reasonable in light of the defendant’s financial ability or
381 earning capacity.
382 (c) Any agreement or settlement, made before or after the
383 complaint is filed, other than an agreement made under the
384 provisions of this section, shall take effect only upon approval of
385 the terms thereof by a judge of the court in which the complaint
386 was filed, and where the spouse, mother, or child is arecipient of
387 public assistance, with the approval of the department of public
388 welfare. When so approved, such agreements shall be binding
389 upon all persons executing them, whether such person is a minor
390 or an adult.
391 Section 18. Other Proceedings. No proceeding under chapter
392 two hundred and eight, two hundred and nine, two hundred and

seventy-three, or two hundred and seventy-three A, shall be a bar
"394 to any proceeding under this chapter; provided, however, that the

395 court in its discretion may direct that an action brought under this
396 chapter be consolidated with an action brought under chapters
397 two hundred and eight, two hundred and nine, two hundred and

t 398 seventy-three, or two hundred and seventy-three A or dismiss
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399 without prejudice an action brought under this chapter due to the
400 pendency of an action under chapters two hundred and eight, two
401 hundred and nine, two hundred and seventy-three, and two
402 hundred and seventy-three A.
403 Section 19. Severability. If any provision of this chapter or the
404 application thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid,
405 the invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of
406 the chapter which can be given effect without the invalid provi-
-407 sions or application, and to this end the provisions of this act are
408 severable.

SECTION 2. Section 27 of chapter 12 of the General Laws, as
most recently amended by section 17 of chapter 7 of the Revised
Laws of 11907, is hereby further amended by adding thereto the
following sentence: District attorneys shall prosecute actions
under chapter two hundred and seventy-three B on behalf of the
plaintiffs in such actions, unless such plaintiffs choose to be
represented by private counsel, or in the case of the department of
public welfare, by private or agency counsel.

7

3

4
5
6
7

8

SECTION 3. Section 21 of chapter 18 of the General Laws, as
most recently amended by chapter 925 of the acts of 1977, is hereby
further amended by adding the following sentence: The depart-
ment may in its own name or in the name of the recipient initiate
proceedings to establish paternity and to obtain a judgment of
support under chapter two hundred and seventy-three B.

7

3
4
5
6

SECTION 4. The third paragraph of section 13 of chapter 46 of
the General Laws, as most recently amended by section 10 of
chapter 684 of the acts of 1981, is hereby further amended by
adding after the words “two hundred and seventy-three” in lines
four and seventeen the following words: or two hundred and
seventy-three B.

7

3

4
5

6

I SECTION 5. The third paragraph of said section 13 ofchapter
46 of the General Laws is hereby further amended by adding the
following sentences: Upon receipt of a certified copy of a
judgment establishing paternity under chapter two hundred and

7

3

4
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a

5 seventy-three B and a certified copy of a court order to issue a new
6 birth certificate under that chapter, the clerk of the city or town
7 where the child was born shall prepare a new birth certificate
8 consistent with the findings of the court and shall substitute a new
9 certificate for the original certificate. The fact that paternity was

10 established after the child’s birth shall not be ascertainable from
11 the new certificate but the actual place and date of birth shall be
12 shown. The evidence upon which the new birth certificate was
13 made and the original birth certificate shall be kept in a sealed and
14 confidential file and shall be subject to inspection only upon the
15 consent of the court and all interested parties.

1 SECTION 6. Section 7of chapter 190 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 396 of the acts of 1980, is hereby
3 further amended by adding after the words “two hundred and
4 seventy-three” in the first sentence the following words: or
5 chapter two hundred and seventy-three B.

1 SECTION 7. Section 3of chapter 223 A of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 435 of the acts of 1976, is
3 hereby further amended by striking the word “or” in clause (f), and
4 by striking the period at the end of clause (g) and inserting the
5 following: ; or.
6 (h) having sexual intercourse in this commonwealth, which
7 intercourse may have resulted in the conception of a child,
8 notwithstanding the subsequent departure of the defendant in said
9 action from the commonwealth, said action being valid as to

10 judgments of paternity and for the payment of support, if the
11 plaintiff or the child continues toreside within the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 8. Section twelve ofchapter two hundred and seventy-
-2 three of the General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter
3 325 of the acts of 1981 is hereby repealed; provided, however, that a
4 case commenced under said chapter and section as of the effective
5 date of chapter two hundred and seventy-three B shall be
6 conducted and determined under said chapter as if chapter two
7 hundred and seventy-three B had not yet been enacted, and the
8 substantive rights of the parties in connection with any such case
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9 shall continue to be governed by the law applicable to such case as
10 ifchapter two hundred and seventy-three B had not been enacted.

1 SECTION 9. Section twelve A of chapter two hundred and
2 seventy-three of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section 5 of chapter 848 of the acts of 1977, is hereby repealed;
4 provided, however, that a case in which an order has been entered
5 under said section as of the effective date of chapter two hundred
6 and seventy-three B shall continue in effect and the rights of the
7 parties in connection with such order shall continue to be governed
8 by the law applicable to such case as if chapter two hundred and
9 seventy-three B had not been enacted.

1 SECTION 10. Chapter 273 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking section 15, as most recently amended by
3 section 12 of chapter 621 of the acts of 1979, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 15. Any parent of an illegitimate child, whether begot-
-6 ten within or without the commonwealth, who neglects orrefuses
7 to contribute reasonably to its support and maintenance, shall be
8 guilty of a misdemeanor. If there has been any final adjudication of
9 the paternity of the child, such adjudication shall be conclusive on

10 all persons in proceedings under this section. If there has been no
1 I final adjudication of paternity, proceedings under this section
12 shall be stayed pending the conclusion of an action to establish
13 paternity under chapter two hundrted and seventy-three B, which
14 shall be commenced forthwith. The duty to contribute reasonably
15 to the support of such child shall continue during its minority.

1 SECTION 11. Notwithstanding any other general or special
2 law to the contrary, the provisions of this act shall be effective on
3 July second, nineteen hundred and eighty-four.






